


     When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what 
belongs to him and to God what belongs to God.   
     To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather 
than to any earthly authority.  Created in the image of God, we offer our entire 
selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.   
          (Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2016) 

. 

  
 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here. 

 

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Welcome, Prayer Requests, Time for Question Reflection, and Community 
Announcements 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: We worship as we live each day in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: As we confess our sin and separation from God, let us pray together, in words 
and in silence. 

 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 

Time after Pentecost 
October 22, 2017 

 
Welcome! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Cottonwood, Minnesota 



C:  We have questions for you, O God.  Where are you leading us?  What if 
we don’t want to go?  Sometimes our trust lags when much in life has not 
been the way we want it to be.  We often wonder why you don’t intervene to 
make life better for us and all people?  We sometimes want to feebly and 
foolishly suggest a few improvements you could make…   
O God, our vision is so limited.  Please don’t punish us by giving us all we  
think we want.  Your power and love are limitless, so much more than we 
can imagine.  We’ve tried to play god to our own demise.  Forgive us, O God, 
and turn us around.  Amen. 
 

P:  “I will go before you and level the mountains,” says our God.  The Holy One 
hears our cries, affirms us even when we rebel or retreat, leads us away from the 
idols we create, and forgives us when we turn from our own ways to open 
ourselves to God’s purposes.  Receive the new life and forgiveness Christ has 
brought among us.  
C:  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn – “God Is Here” - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  [526] 
 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
C: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts.  Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by 
you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading – Genesis 1:26 
   26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
   1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake.   6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about 
it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  
L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Gospel Acclamation – “Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”                   page 102 
 

Gospel Reading  
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that 
are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, 
they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
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Sermon Reflection on Faith Questions                                      Pastor Shelly Olson 
 
 

Hymn of the Day – “Lord, Be Glorified” - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - [744] 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Confession of Faith  (The Apostles’ Creed is found inside the back cover of the hymnal.) 
 

Sharing of God’s Peace 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
We respond in gratitude for God’s never-failing love and mercy. 

 

Offering 
 

Choir Anthem – “Let Us Hope”                                                Aaron David Miller 
 

Please remain seated for the prayers. 
Offertory Prayer 
A:  Let us pray. 
      Gracious God, we have rendered to Caesar much that we do not care to give.  
Now we return to you the gifts that are yours.  All our wealth and possessions 
belong to you.  Bless our stewardship of these resources, both what we bring for 
the church’s ministry and outreach, and what we keep to support ourselves and 
provide for those we love the most.   
C: Amen. 
 

Prayers of God’s People 
The congregation will respond to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.” 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing and Sending 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn – “Take My Life, That I May Be” - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   [583] 
Kids are invited to come up and choose an instrument to play on this hymn.  

 
A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
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Special Congregation Meeting 
to be held today, October 22, 2017 

 
A special meeting of the Christ Lutheran Church Congregation 
will be held today, Sunday, October 22, 2017, at 10:30 am, in the 
Church Sanctuary. 
 
Purpose of the meeting is to consider extending a letter of call to a 
new pastor. 

Because of your generosity in sharing of time and resources, we have been able 
to reach out with God's never-failing love in countless ways, both inside and 
beyond our congregation.  We are grateful for your financial gifts which allow us 
to continue the many ministries that we hold in common inside of God's mission 
for us here in this faith community. 
  



Christ Lutheran Church Location:  126 Front Street (corner of Front and North First on the lake) 
 mailing address:  P.O. Box 166,  Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229 

Office Phone and Voice Mail:  507-423-5100 
www.christcottonwood.org        

Interim Pastor Shelly Olson—507 423 5100;  cell 507-380-1536;  prshelly3@gmail.com 

Pastoral Asst. Gwen Arneson—507 423 5100; cell 612-280-5987;  gwenarneson@yahoo.com 

Organist Gwen Arneson—See Pastoral Assistant above 

Administrative Asst. Rhoda Schmidt—507 423 5100; cell 507-829-1426;       
      christlutheran@christcotton.com 
Accounting Asst. Melanie Olsen—cell 507-530-2064;  melaniesolsen@live.com 

Custodians Jon & Jeannette Myrvik—cell 507-828-2401; 828-2407; jjmyrvik@charter.net 
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An historic day in the Lutheran Church movement will be observed NEXT 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH, here at Christ Lutheran.    October 31, 2017, is the 
500th anniversary of the date that Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church 
door in Wittenburg, Germany.  Across the Lutheran and Catholic world there have 
been events to commemorate this significant anniversary.   

♦  There is an open invitation to join our senior choir on the 29th to sing and 

make a festive and joyful noise  in celebration of the day!  If you would like to 
sing with the choir – with no strings attached for ongoing commitment – please 
come to our rehearsal on Wednesday evening, October 25th, at 6:30 and we will 
have a practice session for those who are singing with us on Reformation Day.   

 

♦  If you play a musical instrument – brass or woodwind or percussion – and 

would like to be a part of a musical ensemble on October 29th in worship, please 
let Gwen Arneson know and she will get music for you to play. 

 
 


