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Find us on Facebook:   
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 

 

Website: www.christcottonwood.org          
 
 

Office Phone/Voice Mail  507-423-5100              
 

E-mail:  pstrjanel@gmail.com    [Pastor Janel] 
christlutheran@christcotton.com [office admin.] 
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“Worship With Us” Options 
 
 
 

 In person on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
 
 You can also catch us on the Local Cable Channel 180 on 

Sundays at 10:45 am and Mondays at 4:30 pm 
 
 Each week, the service is converted to a YouTube link.  Check the 

church’s Facebook page at “Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood, 
MN” on Sunday afternoons or on the website at 
www.christcottonwood.org for the weekly worship link.  You 
could also follow our YouTube channel at “Christ Lutheran 
Church, Cottonwood, MN 

Worship Schedule 

 

October 3 – Worship and Holy Communion with 2 year olds 
receiving their Spark Bibles 
October 10 – Worship and 4 year olds receiving their Prayer 
Books 
October 17 – Worship and Holy Communion 
October 24 – Worship 
October 31 – Reformation Worship, Holy Communion, and 
Affirmation of Baptism 
November 7 – All Saints Worship and Holy Communion 
November 14 – Worship 
November 21 – Christ the King Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion 
November 28 – First Sunday in Advent Worship 
December 5 – Second Sunday in Advent Worship and Holy 
Communion 
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Worship Assistants 

October 2021 
Ushers:  Captain—Alton Huso,  Chad Gregoire,  Jon Hoehne,  Marv Kremin,            
               Erik Lundberg,  Doug Warnke, Scott & Natalie Pederson Family 
 

Acolytes:   3rd:  Jerrika Keleher    10th: Evelyn Keleher 
          17th:  Carson Boe                24th:  Jace Danielson 
           31st:  Landon Teske          
       
      Youth Communion Assistants:    
        3rd:   Braylon Breyfogle, Garrett Schafer 
      17th:   Carson Boe, Jerrika Keleher 
      31st:    Landon Teske, Trevor Tusberg 
 

 

                  PA Operator:   Josh Fragodt, Tracy Stener 

 

                 Video Camera Operator:    Jon Myrvik, Jonathan Olson 
 

                 Altar Care:  Linda Magnuson, Wendy Fischer, Whitney St. Aubin 
 

                 Count Offering:   Linda VanUden-Wilson, Allison Chheng 
 

******************** 

November 2021 
 

Ushers:  Captain—Shawn Myers,  Josh Anderson, Ryan Fromm,  
              Derek Golberg, Scott Hanson, Greg Lund, Gary Morken, Will Myers 
 

      Acolytes:     7th:  Trevor Tusberg        14th:  Evelyn Keleher 
                  21st:  Mallory Pederson    28th:   Mallory Pederson 
       

                  Youth Communion Assistants:    
         7th:  Carson Boe, Kyler Post 
       21st:  Jerrika Keleher, Jovie Benson 
 

 

                  PA Operator:   Chad Gregoire, Jon Myrvik 

 

                  Video Camera Operator:    Larry Isaackson,  Sid Olson 
 

      Altar Care:   Lois Kolhei, Darla Morken 
 

      Count Offering:   Lee Huso, Linda VanUden-Wilson 
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Have you ever noticed these words on your way into church?  If 
not, look up a bit on your way in through the front doors.  These 
words “The Word Alone – Grace Alone – Faith Alone” are etched 
into the stone just as you go under the archway to go up the steps 
towards the sanctuary.  The first time I saw them over four years 
ago was when I walked into the building for the first interview in 
the call process.  I happened to look up and it made me smile…I 
thought to myself the words of the Reformation and Martin Luther 
rang true for this place.  I learned over time that they were a part of 
the “new” church building that was dedicated in 1957 (see photo on 
next page).  In this picture, we can see these words that have graced 
this area for 64 years, but what does it really mean – “The Word 
Alone – Grace Alone – Faith Alone?”   
 
Martin Luther advocated for Word Alone, Faith Alone, Grace 
Alone.  As Lutherans, we understand “The Word of God” in three 
different ways.  First, Jesus Christ is the Word of God (John 1).  It 
is also understood as the preached and proclaimed Word of God.  
Third, most Lutherans when they read the “Word of God,” they 
would think of the Bible. 
 
Then we have “Faith Alone.”  It is through “Faith Alone” that the 
power of the Holy Spirit is at work among us and the power of 
forgiveness and salvation is known.  We can read in the Bible 
about the ways Jesus testifies to how we are rooted in scripture – 
the Word. 
 
“Grace Alone.”  We are saved by “Grace Alone” and not by what 
we have to do, but by what we get to do.  We are not perfect, but it 
is by God’s Grace and our Faith in the Word that we are agents of 
God’s grace for others.  God’s Word says that “we are saved by 
grace through Faith in Christ Jesus and not by our own efforts or 
works” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Continued on next page 
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Continuation from previous page— 
 
Wow!  Those words over the archway are a powerful statement of 
who we are…and what we get to do.  Take a look up on your way into 
the church building the next time and be reminded that these words 
are also etched upon our hearts:   “The Word Alone – Grace Alone – 
Faith Alone.” 
 
Peace, 
 Pastor Janel  

Below, Picture of the building process of the 1957  
Christ Lutheran Church. 

↓ 
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Groups worked at the Cottonwood Pantry Food Shelf cleaning and 
reorganizing the shelves; taking down dead trees, trimming branches, 
and other outside work at the parsonage; trimming shrubs, cleaning up 
the landscaping, and power washing around the church building; making 
freezer meals to be given to people as needed; sorting and reorganizing 
the Clothed with Love donations; and creating decorations for 
centerpieces. With the full worship service before the work began, once 
projects were complete, the workers were free to go.  
 

The amount of work completed at each project was incredible. The 
adage of “many hands make light work” was proven true. Thank you to 
the coordinators of the different project areas: Wendy Fischer, Tracy 
Sterner, Jason Fischer, Dave Neuman, Lee Huso, Jon Myrvik, Jeannette 
Myrvik, Susanne Lee, Stephanie Neuman, Sara Keleher, LaNaye 
Hennen, and Pastor Janel.  
 

Thank you to all who participated in the various projects. You all were 
truly doing God’s Work with Your Hands.   
 

We started out with a full 
worship service before 
splitting up for the various 
projects planned for the day.  
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GWOH Sept. 12 
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Earlier this year, the church council started conversations about 
upgrading the internet routers in the sanctuary.  
 
As we discussed our current capabilities for broadcasting services 
to our members and friends outside of our community, we realized 
there was more that could be done. We created a Sanctuary 
Technology Update task force that includes members of the church 
council and Larry Isaackson.  
 
We are looking at upgrading our internet routers and hardwiring 
them to the modem to create a stable connection and upgrading our 
video recorder and associated hardware. The goal is to be able to 
livestream services and to create a faster way to share services on 
our Facebook page.  
 
The last phase of the update is installing flat screens in the 
sanctuary. The screens will be used to display the order of service 
during worship for those who are unable to hold or see the bulletin. 
It is important to each task force member to place the screens in a 
way that does not cover up the altar or stained-glass picture in the 
front.   
 
The council applied for Southwest Minnesota Synod ELCA 
Mission/Endowment Grant to help cover some of the cost of our 
upgrades. We were blessed to receive a $1250 grant.  

If you would like to donate to this project, please clearly mark 
that it is for the “Sanctuary Technology Update.”   

Update: 

Sanctuary 

Technology  



11 

Back-to-School Carnival 
 

The Back-to-School Carnival event 
on August 22 was a fun-filled event!  
Enjoy some photos of the evening of 
games and prizes. 
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Carnival 
August 22 
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Sunday School and Mission Possible 

 

Fall Programming is well underway. 
**If you have not filled out your child(ren)’s registration forms, 

please fill one out very soon.** 
 

Here are the schedules to mark your calendars: 
 

Mission Possible (Kindergarten – 6th Grade) meets 
on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Possible Schedule 

Wed, Oct 6 Lesson – Joshua and Wall of Jericho 

Sun, Oct 10 Sing in Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Wed, Oct 13 Lesson - Samuel 

Wed, Oct 20 NO MISSION POSSIBLE – MEA Week 

Wed, Oct 27 Service Project 

Wed, Nov 3 Game Night 

Wed, Nov 10 Lesson – David and Goliath 

Wed, Nov 17 Lesson - Daniel 

Wed, Nov 24 NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Thanksgiving 

Wed, Dec 1 Live Nativity Practice 

Sunday School Schedule 
-  next page  - 
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Sunday School Schedule 

Sun, Oct 3 “Pharaoh’s Dreams” pp 54 

Sun, Oct 10 Sing in Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Sun, Oct 10 “A Tall Wall” – Joshua and Jericho 

Sun, Oct 17 “The Battle of Jericho” pp 102 

Sun, Oct 24 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – MEA Week 

Sun, Oct 31 “Samuel!  Samuel!” - Samuel 

Sun, Nov 7 “God Calls Samuel” pp 122 

Sun, Nov 14 “David and the Giant” - David 

Sun, Nov 21 “Lions, Lions!” - Daniel 

Sun, Nov 28 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Thanksgiving 

Sun, Dec 5 “Jesus is Born!” – Christmas Story 

Preschool Sunday School meets on Sunday 
mornings from 9:00-9:25 
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The program year for the first through third year confirmation 
students has gotten off to a great start.  If your household has 
not turned in all of your orientation paperwork, please send 
them with your student to confirmation. 

Confirmation Schedule 

Wed, Oct 6 Abraham & Sarah: The Ordinary Patriarchs 

Wed, Oct 13 Mentor Week 

Wed, Oct 20 NO CONFIRMATION – Fall School Break 

Wed, Oct 27 Jacob:  The Conniving Survivor 

Wed, Nov 3 Joseph:  The Virtuous Dreamer 

Wed, Nov 10 Moses:  The Frustrated Leader 

Wed, Nov 17 Mentor Week 

Fri, Nov 19-20 Overnight Junior High Youth Gathering 

Wed, Nov 24 NO CONFIRMATION – Thanksgiving Break 

Wed, Dec 1 Rahab:  The Faithful Opportunist 

Synod Junior High Retreat 
The Southwestern Minnesota Synod Junior High Retreat is using 
the theme of “Faith Can Move Mountains.”  This is an overnight, 
off-site retreat in Willmar.  This year, the Gathering Retreat is 
scheduled for Friday, November 19-Saturday, November 20. The 
family responsibility is $35 per student.  Deadline to sign up is 
October 1.  Please be sure to turn in your permission slip and 
medical form including a copy of the front and back of the medical 
insurance card, and your check, as soon as possible. 
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Important Dates for 4th Year 
Confirmation Students 

Confirmation Mentors 
 

A reminder that a Confirmation Mentor training will be 
happening this year via a Zoom recording.  Please be on the 
lookout for an email in this regard. 

Affirmation of Baptism – 4th Year Students 

Wed, Oct 6 

7:00 p.m. Living Our Baptisms/
Faith Statement Writing – final 
session 

Sun, Oct 17 
Faith Statement Projects Due to 
PJ 

Wed, Oct 20 
NO CONFIRMATION – Fall 
School Break 

Fri, Oct 22 
Bulletin Information Paperwork 
due to Rhoda in the office 

Oct 26, 27, & 28 

Sharing Time of Confirmation 
Faith Statements – Remember 
the time you signed up for and 
please be prompt. 

Wed, Oct 27 
6:15 p.m. Confirmation Pictures 
and Rehearsal 
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Milestones Ministries 

 
Sunday, September 12  
Milestone Ministry for Three Year Old Sunday School Students… 

Brett Bossuyt  Evelyn Dahl  Walker Golberg 

 Jameson Guerra  Ethan Laleman   

Kason Rykhus  Cora Sharkey 
 

 …received their Prayer Pillows and Prayer Books  

Since we believe that faith is “caught 
and taught,” how wonderful to see 
Brett “caught” reading his new Prayer 
Book during the presentation in 
worship. 

Sunday, September 19 
Milestone Ministry Presentation of First Year Confirmation 
Lutheran Study Bibles 

Lauren Boe  Evelyn Keleher   
Tovah Marczak  Mallory Pederson 

 
 
Sunday, September 26 
Milestone Ministry Presentation of Spark Bibles and Small 
Catechisms to Second Graders 

Averly Benson            Brady Boe   Mally Fischer 
Deklan Fragodt      Nolan Fromm   Greyson Glimsdal 
Peyton Johnson      Olivia Neuman   Grant Norgaard 

Thorbjorn Thompson 
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After worship, the second graders learned how to 
use their new Spark Bibles! 

Upcoming Milestone Ministry Presentations 
 

Sunday, October 3 
Two year olds to receive their Spark Story Bibles 
 

Collins Fischer Raelynn Gregoire Harrison Knuth 

Cayden Rialson Hadley Stevens Gary Vandelanotte 

 
 

Sunday, October 10 
Four year olds to receive their Prayer Books 
 

Colt Alm Jakobie Chheng Nora Dempcy         

Beckett Freiborg  Madden Fromm Jake Gregoire       

 Kyson Hurt Jed Huso Jayce Johnson   

Gavin Vandelonotte 
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Backpacks were brought to worship to be blessed for the 
new school year. 
Children, families and all who love and care for them, go 
out into the beautiful world that God has made! 

Go and play! 
Go and learn! 

Go and enjoy others! 
May you be filled with lovingkindness for yourself and 

everyone around you! 
 

May this blessing keep you safe, healthy and full of joy! 
AMEN!!! 
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WELCA SERVING GUIDELINE CHANGES 

  
Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Executive Board has voted to 
make changes to the guidelines for serving funerals and other 
events. 
  
Thank you for your support to WELCA-Women of the 
Evangelical Church in America, locally, synod-wide, and 
church-wide.   
  
For a funeral, all food will be the responsibility of the 
family.  The family will have the food catered, paid for, and 
delivered, ready to serve.  WELCA and the serving group will 
provide beverages, paper products, and people to serve and 
clean up.   
  
Early in 2022, each woman in the congregation will receive a 
letter asking for a one-time monetary donation for the year, 
instead of asking for a donation each time your serving group 
serves an event.  This donation not only covers serving 
expenses but also for supporting our mission projects.  More 
detailed information will be included in that letter.  
  
Each woman in the congregation will be listed on a serving 
group to be contacted when workers are needed.   
  
Thanking you in advance for your consideration of 
implementing these changes.   
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Our Lutheran heritage traces its roots back to the 16th Century 
and a tumultuous time in the church, a time which has come 
to be called … 

THE THE THE THE 

REFORMATIONREFORMATIONREFORMATIONREFORMATION. 
 

In the middle of this turmoil was a 
devout Catholic monk named 
Martin Luther, who, by his words 
and his actions, lit a fire among the 
people of his day, a fire of faith that 
has continued to burn brightly up to 
today.  Luther loved the church, but 
he struggled with many of the 
practices of the Roman Catholic 
tradition.  Perhaps Luther’s greatest 

gift to the church, however, came out of his deep personal 
struggle with how he, a sinner, could ever be good enough 
to earn God’s favor.  Luther finally came to understand that 
no one could ever be saved by works alone – by somehow 
being good enough – but salvation was purely the gift of 
God’s extravagant grace bestowed on those who believe.  
This recognition by Luther would form the bedrock of 
Lutheran teaching and proclamation throughout the 
centuries to come. 
 

 

“For by grace you have been saved by faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God.” 
Ephesians 2:8 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
 

On Reformation Sunday, October 31, seven students 
of Christ Lutheran will affirm the words of their baptisms.  
Keep them in your prayers as they prepare for this special day 
in their lives. 
 
Kayleigh Albertson      Chase Hatfield Whitney Lundberg 

   Breckin Marczak      Sydney Pederson       Bridget Teske                     
                                        Caitlyn Tusberg 
 

 

Communion – not just for Sundays… 
 

Did you know that your church 
offers communion by request during 
the week, too?  This is great for 
those times you travel, for those 
who work on the weekends, and for 
when you are being cautious about 

COVID.  We are more than happy to offer this 
on a need basis.  Please call the church office to 
schedule with the pastor. 
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All Saints Day Worship Service  

November 7th 

Part of our worship tradition for All Saints Day at Christ Lutheran 
is to honor those members of this faith community who have died.  
As people arrive for worship you can write down the name of 
someone in your life that has died.  This could be someone who 
had a significant impact on their faith, someone who let the light of 
Christ shine through you, a saint you would like to remember.  If 
you are worshiping with us online, please contact the church 
office with your name(s) you would like read by Wednesday, 
November 3.  The names that are shared will be read during the 
service and candles will be lit to remember the departed loved 
ones. 
 
We will also celebrate all the new saints in our midst – those who 
have been baptized in the past year.  We recognize that these 
young people will have the opportunity to play a major role in the 
lives of those around them as they grow in faith. 
 
Please join us on this very special day to honor the memory of our 
loved ones who have joined the church triumphant, and to 
remember the impact we have on one another as we grow in faith 
together.  Worship is at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 7th. 

The Sunday of November 7 is the time 
of the year when we celebrate All Saints 
Day at Christ Lutheran Church.  For 
many people, it is one of the most 
moving worship services in the church 
year.  Through our Lutheran tradition, 
we understand a “saint” is not someone 
who is or was perfect, but someone who 
through the waters of baptism has been 
claimed by God and made perfect 
through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus.  It is a day where we remember 
and thank God for all saints, both dead 
and living. 
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Quilting Days 
  

Have you considered joining us at 
Quilting Day the third Tuesday of each 
month? 
  
 
 

You don’t have to BE a quilter or even know anything about 
quilting.  There are a variety of tasks to be done.   
 

 If you can thread a needle and tie a knot, we have a place for 
you!   

 If you can rip seams out of sheets, we have a place for you!   

 If you can run a sewing machine, we have a place for you!   

 If you can pin quilt tops and bottoms together, we have a 
place for you! 

  
We drink a little coffee, have a little snack, and do a lot of 
visiting as well. 
  
Our quilts are made mostly with used sheets — king, queen, and 
double work the best.  Donations are welcome.   
  
Our next quilting day is Tuesday, October 19.  Come at 
9:00 a.m.  We end with a little lunch at noon.   

Christ in Our Home Devotional 
Books Available 
 

The October - December 2021 Christ 
in Our Home devotional books are 
available for pick up now. You will 
find them inside the front doors. Both 
large and regular print are available. 
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Thank you, Thank You, THANK 
YOU for all the ways this faith 
community cared for me when I 
was on medical leave.  Your cards, 
phone calls, visits, meals, garden 
produce, flowers, gifts . . . they all 
brightened my spirits and brought 
joy to my heart.  I am truly blessed 
to serve among each of you at 
Christ Lutheran Church and the 
Cottonwood Community. 
 

I am grateful.  Pastor Janel 

Service for Marietta Jarcho 
was held at Christ Lutheran 

on August 20, 2021.    
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Thank you to Erma Huso for 
the gift of the Bunn Coffee 
Maker for the Social Hall.  It 
is a gift that will keep on 
“brewing” through the years 
and keep all caffeinated. 

. . . to these newly married couples . . .  
 

Diane Wagner and Kevin Keefe, on September 11 
 

Jada Peterson and Dominic Thomas, on October 2 
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 “It has taken us nearly ten years of worldwide research, 
generous donors, several trips to build infrastructure and test 
water purification equipment, wonderful leadership by our 
water experts, and many prayers for guidance and success, 
but our efforts have been rewarded. 
 
The picture shows students at Kikatiti Secondary School 
safely drinking water from the school's well that has been 
successfully purified after excess natural fluoride was 
removed by the  new purification system.  They continue 
their efforts to refine the system and to create a sustainable 
maintenance plan, but this is truly a day to celebrate this 
achievement.  Life remains a challenge for these great kids 
and their families as they battle the effects of the 
coronavirus.  But, hopefully, we have found a viable 
solution to their dire needs for safe and adequate drinking 
water.  Many of you have been instrumental in these efforts 
and we convey our heartfelt thanks.” 

Kikatiti Secondary School Update 

In September, the church received amazing news from one of 
our annual Mission Supports, the Kikatiti Secondary School in 
Tanzania.  Here is what was received:  
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Rhoda Schmidt who has served as the Office Administrator 
for 25 years has given notification of her resignation 
effective November 30.  It is with deep sadness that the 
church council accepted her resignation, but also heartfelt 
gladness of her years of working along so many staff and lay 
members.  Rhoda has requested no farewell party, but if you 
wish to send her a greeting, you can drop off or mail cards to 
the church office at: 
 

Rhoda Schmidt 
Christ Lutheran Church 

PO Box 166 
Cottonwood, MN 56229 

 

Office Administrator Position 
 

If you or you know of someone who is interested in this 
part-time position, please see the summary below and 
the posted position description on the church website 
(www.christcottonwood.org).  Questions can be 
directed to President Carolyn Olson or Pastor Janel 
Kuester. 
 

Position Description Summary 
Christ Lutheran’s Office Administrator performs 
support services for the life of the congregation, 
committees and worship.  Specific responsibilities vary 
seasonally throughout the church year and depending on 
needs; and coordinates tasks with the Pastor.  This 
position is a part-time (approximately 20 hours/week) 
with suggested hours of 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday with some flexibility. 
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If your special day was not listed, or 
listed incorrectly, please contact the 
church office by email—
christlutheran@christcotton.com—or 
call 507 423 5100. 

October 
  1 - Kayla Fromm 
  1 - Ellen Lenz 
  1 - Gary Morken 
  1 - Conner Moseng 
  2 - Jeremy Bahn 
  2 - Jeff Varpness 
  3 - John Lenz 
  3 - Megan Sharkey 
  6 - Eli Dovre 
  6 - Jeannette Myrvik 
  7 - Janet Gniffke 
  9 - Stacey Broberg 
  9 - Craig Norland 
10 - Lois Kolhei 
10 - Krista Listul 
11 - Sandy Dovre 
11 - Samantha Javens 
12 - Beckett Freiborg 
15 - Rachel Boe 
15 - Evelyn Keleher 
15 - Ellyanah Ramert 
18  - Zach Pringle 
19 - Jace Danielson 
20 - Brenda Hoehne 
20 - Jessica Knuth 
21 - Brady Boe 
21 - O’deya Johnson 
21 - Nora Rykhus 
24 - Benen Keleher 
25 - Hunter Freiborg 
25 - Dixon Gregoire 
26 - Ivy Gregoire 
28 - Kathy Johnson 
28 - Carolyn Olson 
29 - Marge Gigstad 
30 - Judy Golberg 

November 
  1 - Wayne Mack 
  2 - Tanner Alm 
  2 - Terrance Alm 
  2 - Gwen Arneson 
  2 - Irene Evers 
  2 - Michelle Moseng 
  4 - Darrell Schwartz 
  5 - Tristin Rykhus 
  6 - Wendy Fischer 
  6 - Whitney Lundberg 
  7 - Dave Wilson 
  7 - Marvin Kremin 
  7 - Jeff Tusberg 
  8 - Michelle Milner 
  8 - Lucee Olson 
  8 - Carl Sharkey 
  8 - Cora Sharkey 
10 - Chris Keleher 
10 - Samantha Laleman 
11 - Kathy Martin 
12 - Mary Lund 
12 - Darla Morken 
16 - Kelvin Listul 
19 - Lauren Boe 
19 - Brennen Jarcho 
20 - Jordan Tome 
21 - Don Johnson 
21 - Emmett Laleman 
22 - Alyssa Lux 
25 - Vicki Myers 
28 - Anna Meyer 
30 - Jim Runholt 
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Huxley Colton 
Swanson:   
May 12, 2021 
 

Son of Colton and 
Madi Swanson 

Kinsley Elaine Hurt: 
June 13, 2021 
 

Daughter of Brook and 
Jasmine Hurt, 
Sister of Hunter and 
Kyson 

Quinn Marjorie 
Louwagie: 
June 27, 2021 
 

Daughter of Kevin and 
Kalli Louwagie 
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Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each 

month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria 

Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  
~~  OR  ~~ use the special envelope available at church. 
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A great way to be faithful in your giving  - 
and a great convenience as well! 

Do you need a convenient way to be consistent with your giving?  
Are you like me and do not often carry cash or checks to make last 
minute offerings to the church?  Before I came to Christ Lutheran, I 
saw on the church website that I could set up Online Giving to be 
pulled weekly from my account.  I don’t have to remember to bring 
my envelope each week or try to catch up if I am gone a weekend. 
 
You may not know that there are several options that you can 
consider to create your own automated, electronic giving.  The 
following are 4 different options you could use: 

- Continued On Next Page - 

Financial Snapshot 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity of  support given to 
Christ Lutheran Church and its ministry inside and outside the 
walls.  

Financials as of month ending August 2021 

Giving Year-to-Date $100,329.17 

Expenses Year-to-Date $108,869.59 

Shortfall Year-to-Date* ($8,540.42) 

Weekly Offering Needed to Make Budget $3,365.38 

If you are worshiping virtually these days, don’t forget that 
you can give electronically at www.christcottonwood.org.  
You can set this up to pull on a regular interval or a one-time 
gift.  You can also mail your giving envelope to CLC, PO Box 
166, Cottonwood, MN 56229. 
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All of these options are convenient, safe, and simple ways for 
individuals to make automatic contributions to the ministry of 
Christ Lutheran.  Not only will it help bring order and consistency 
to the way you make your regular gifts, at the same time it provides 
much-needed consistency of income for our congregation. You 
simply designate the amount you choose to give, the frequency, 
and the payment method.   
 
One more thought you might have had like I did . . .  “Well, then 
what will I put in the offering plate?”  You can either put in your 
offering envelope and mark it “I gave with Online Giving” or 
there are cards available that say, “I support God’s mission through 
Christ Lutheran with Online Giving.” 

 

 — Pastor Janel 

 1.  Go to our home page at www.christcottonwood.org and 
 click on “Online Giving” to set up either a one-time giving 
 or set up your weekly or monthly giving. 
 
 2.  Use your bank’s online bill pay to set up payments and 
 direct them to be mailed to Christ Lutheran Church, P. O. 
 Box 166, Cottonwood MN 56229 
 
 3.  Ask one of our staff about automatic transfer 
 
 4.  Scan the QR Code below 
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COVID Update 
 

The church council continues to monitor the COVID case 
numbers in our area.  We continue to follow our written 
Preparedness Plan which you can find on the church 
website at www.christcottonwood.org. 
 

Some excerpts from the General Guidelines are as 
follows: 
“As we continue to have our facilities open for regular in-
person worship services and other activities, these general 
guidelines provide details on what to expect upon entering 
the church building and may help you make personal 
decisions.” 

· For those who do not feel comfortable worshiping 

in person, our worship services will continue to be 
broadcast on cable station 180 and linked on 
YouTube by Sunday afternoon. 
   

· Our worship services continue to be a mix of 
vaccinated and unvaccinated worshippers, and we 
continue to focus on taking care of each other.  At 
this time, mask wearing is now recommended in our 
church building, but not required.  [Please note that 
we follow the Lakeview School District.  If they 
move to requiring masks or moves to full virtual 
learning, Christ Lutheran Church will do the same.] 
 

· In accordance with relaxed restrictions in the 

State of Minnesota due to Executive Order 21-23, 
and by decision of CLC’s preparedness plan task 
force and the Church Council, we encourage you to 
do what seems best for you (and your household) 
and is within your comfort zone. We will continue 
to work together to make our worship and meeting 
spaces where all can gather together safely and 
comfortably.  
 

· Anyone who is experiencing any symptoms 

associated with COVID-19 should stay home.” 
 

Please contact any council member or Pastor Janel with any 
questions. 
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Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    

   Janel L. Kuester, Pastor,   507 423 5100;  cell 651 726 4003      
pstrjanel@gmail.com 
 

   Rhoda Schmidt, Administrative Assistant,  507-423-5100     
cell 507-829-1426             christlutheran@christcotton.com  
 

   Melanie Olson, Accounting Assistant,  507-530-2064   
Melanie.olsen@usbank.com  
 

   Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians,     
(Jon) 507-828-2401       (Jeannette) 828-2407     
jeannette.myrvik@cygnusdelivers.com        jjmyrvik@charter.net         
 

Find us on Facebook:   
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 

 

Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org          
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229 
 

Phones  —     Office:  507-423-5100             Kitchen:  423-5118   
 

- Who We Are - 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Mission IdentityMission IdentityMission IdentityMission Identity    
 

                   The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily 
                         called into God’s new creation, 
                         empowered by the Spirit, and 
                         sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ 
                   bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal 
                   and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world 


