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Worship on Cottonwood Cable Access Channel 180:   
 

Sunday 10:45 am (approx.)  and  Monday 5 pm 

** Sunday Morning Praise and Worship at 9:30 ** 
— Fellowship and Refreshments  

Before and After Worship 

October/November October/November October/November October/November 

2017201720172017    
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Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    
Shelly Olson, Interim Pastor,  cell phone  507 380 1536 
 

Gwen Arneson, Lay Pastoral Assistant and Organist, 507-423-5100;   
cell 612-280-5987;  423-5280 
Rhoda Schmidt, Office Assistant,  507-423-5100    cell 507-829-1426 
Melanie Olson, Accounting Assistant,  507-530-2064    
Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians,  c (Jon) 507-828-2401        
c (Jeannette) 828-2407    there is no landline phone for Myrviks 
 

*When calling the church office and there is no answer, 
please leave a message.  We check for messages on a frequent  
basis. 
 

Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org          
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229 
 

Phones:  Office:  507-423-5100  Kitchen:  423-5118   
 

e-mails:   christlutheran@christcotton.com  (Rhoda, primary CLC) 
           prshelly3@gmail.com            
                gwenarneson@yahoo.com        
               Melanie.olsen@usbank.com  and melaniesolsen@live.com 
                jeannette.myrvik@schwans.com        jjmyrvik@charter.net         
 

Synod Website: www.swmnelca.org; telephone 507-637-3904 

- Who We Are - 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Mission IdentityMission IdentityMission IdentityMission Identity    
 

                   The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily 
                        ���� called into God’s new creation, 
                        ���� empowered by the Spirit, and 
                        ���� sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ 
                   bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal 
                   and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world 

   Each week, an email is delivered from our SW MN Synod to those who 
have signed up to receive the latest news about great events happening 
around us in this synod.  If you are not currently signed up, please go to 
swmnelca.org and look for ways to connect via email, Facebook, Twitter 
and blogs.  There is always a helpful or inspiring article shared, and it is 
good for us to realize through such things that we are part of a much larger 
church – God’s at work in many places! 
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What does the New Testament have to say about stewardship? 
 

There is nothing in the Bible about stewardship programs, offering 
envelopes, pledge campaigns, or modern practices of electronic 
giving. But the Bible does have a lot to say about stewardship and 
generous giving. 
 

What is a steward? Stewards are caretakers who live in a place that 
is not their own. They are allowed to make full use of the owners 
property in exchange for taking care of it. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus tells many parables that liken human 
beings to stewards. (Matthew 21:33-43, 24:45-51; 25:14-30). 
Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God. Jesus 
says we should remember that we are stewards, not owners, and we 
should take good care of what God has entrusted to us — our planet, 
our families, our physical bodies, our time, our money. We practice 
“good stewardship” when we view all these things as gifts from God 
to be used responsibly. 
 

Stewardship has many facets and can apply to almost any aspect 
of our lives. Still, when many people hear the word stewardship, 
we think of money - financial stewardship. 
 

Money 
Why does money get more attention than anything else? Perhaps 
because its the area in which we need the most help! When Jesus 
said, “No one can serve two masters,” he was talking about money: 
you cannot serve God and wealth (Matthew 6:24). The New 
Testament urges us to acquire, manage, and spend our money as 
people who belong to God. We are encouraged to work for a living, 
viewing our jobs not only as a means of making money but as 
vocations that enable us to do something worthwhile with our lives 
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-12).  
 

We reject greed (Luke 12:15; Colossians 3:5) and anxiety (Matthew 
6:24-34, Phillipians 4:6) in favor of gratitude (Colossians 3:15; I 

Thessalonians 5:18) and trust (John 14:1). Instead of squandering  

from from from from     

Interim Pastor Interim Pastor Interim Pastor Interim Pastor     

Shelly OlsonShelly OlsonShelly OlsonShelly Olson 
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our money recklessly (Luke 15:11-16) or hoarding our possessions 
needlessly (Luke 12:15-21), we put it to good use. 
 

God wants to know that all good gifts come from God and they are 
given for a purpose. And what is that purpose? To care for the earth 
and each other! 
 

However, it's easy to fall into a judgmental trap of “do’s and don'ts,” 
to develop a mindset that makes us feel guilty about almost everything 
we buy or (worse) to look down on others who we think are more 
materialistic. This goes too far:  the Bible doesn't denounce the 
expenditure of money on entertainment and things that make life 
pleasant (e.g. Genesis 21:8, Judges 14:10, Luke 14:13, and 15: 23-25).   
God wants us to have wonderful, abundant, joyful lives, but we all 
know that money doesn't guarantee happiness. 
 

We all need help with discernment to discover how much is enough. 
And though no one can ever make that decision for another, the 
counsel and example of other believers can be helpful, along with the 
teaching of scripture and the guidance of the Spirit. 
 

The New Testament commends giving of two types:   Support and 
Sacrifice. 
 

It is the duty of every believer to support the religious community of 
which he or she is a part. Paul suggest that such giving be 
proportionate to income and circumstances (2 Corinthians 8:3, 11). The 
percentage giving chart on the following page might be helpful in 
discerning what you are currently giving to your church and how you 
might increase that giving by 1% or more. 
 

It is also the delight of every believer to give away a significant 
portion of his or her income as a sacrificial offering of love, gratitude, 
and praise. In the New Testament the wise men bring gifts to celebrate 
Jesus' birth (Matthew 2:1-12). One woman expresses her devotion to 
Jesus by pouring expensive ointment on him (Mark 14:3-9), and 
another woman even more extravagantly gives her last penny to the  
temple treasury (Mark 12:41-44). 
 
In the modern church, our Sunday offerings or online offerings may 
be occasions for both types of giving: we are invited to make gifts that 
will support the congregation and its mission, and we are encouraged 
to make offerings of praise and thanksgiving from hearts filled with 
love for God. 
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SUNDAY School (on Sundays!) 
 
Preschool Sunday school:     
       9:00 am  to  9:25 am 
 
7th  - 12th Grades Sunday school:  

10:30 am  to 11:15 am 
 
Adult Sunday school:  10:45 am  to  11:30 am 

 
++ Wednesdays  ++    

6:00  -  7:00 pm 
 

Kindergarten through 6th Grade 

Mission  

Possible 

Confirmation 

Wednesdays 

 7:15 - 8:00 pm 
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October 1 – Holy Communion worship at 9:30 a.m. 
and baptism of Jace Danielson immediately after 
worship at the lake 
 

October 8 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Mission 
Possible kids singing in worship 
 

October 15 – Holy Communion worship at 9:30 a.m. 
with baptism of Jayce Johnson and wedding banquet 
theme (See wedding invitation in this newsletter!).  
Spark Bibles will be presented to our two-year-olds 
during worship. 
 

October 22 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with “bring your 
questions for Jesus” theme. 
 

October 29 – 500th Anniversary Reformation Day 
worship with Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m.   
Instrumental players are welcome to add to the festive 
nature of this day by playing in an ensemble with the 
organ.  Please let Gwen Arneson know if you are able 
to join us! 
 

November 5 – All Saints Day worship at 9:30 a.m. 
with Holy Communion as we remember the saints in 
our lives.  
 

November 12 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Mission 
Possible kids singing in worship 
 

November 19 – Worship with Holy Communion at 
9:30 a.m. 
 

November 26 – Christ the King Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

Worship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . Praise    
Opportunities 

for October and November 
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Milestones Ministry Events 

Sunday, October 15th –  
Presentation of Spark Bibles to 2 Year Olds 
 

We look forward to the presentation of Spark 
Story Bibles to our little two year-olds during 
worship on Sunday, October 15th,  at 9:30 
a.m.  These are the bibles that are often used 
in our preschool Sunday School classes, and 
are a wonderful way to introduce great bible 
stories to young children at bedtime and 
reading time at home.  Please plan to join us 
this day as the bible presentation is just one of 
many exciting facets of worship! 

The Prairie Conference Fall Gathering of WELCA will be 
held on October 7th at First Lutheran Church in Marshall.   
 
Day begins at 8:30 am and ends with complimentary noon 
lunch.   Registration fee is $10.   
 
In kind offering is food and paper products for the Kitchen 
Table Food Shelf in Marshall.   
 
Speaker is Pastor Linda Lagergren, “Underground Railroad.” 
 
Local Contact  — Anne Isaackson;  507 423 5273;  
gregisaa@mvtvwireless.com 

All Women Invited to Fall Gathering  
October 7th, in Marshall 
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The Honor of Your Presence is Requested The Honor of Your Presence is Requested The Honor of Your Presence is Requested The Honor of Your Presence is Requested     
    

AndAndAndAnd    
    

You are Warmly InvitedYou are Warmly InvitedYou are Warmly InvitedYou are Warmly Invited    
    

To the Wedding Banquet on October 15, 2017!To the Wedding Banquet on October 15, 2017!To the Wedding Banquet on October 15, 2017!To the Wedding Banquet on October 15, 2017!    
(Matthew 22:1-14) 

 

Please join us at 9:30 a.m. dressed for the wedding Please join us at 9:30 a.m. dressed for the wedding Please join us at 9:30 a.m. dressed for the wedding Please join us at 9:30 a.m. dressed for the wedding 
banquet to which Jesus has invited us!banquet to which Jesus has invited us!banquet to which Jesus has invited us!banquet to which Jesus has invited us!    

    

If you have a wedding portrait to share, we would If you have a wedding portrait to share, we would If you have a wedding portrait to share, we would If you have a wedding portrait to share, we would 
love to have you bring it so that we can guess who love to have you bring it so that we can guess who love to have you bring it so that we can guess who love to have you bring it so that we can guess who 
is in the photo!  is in the photo!  is in the photo!  is in the photo!      
                Obviously, the older photos will be a bit trickier Obviously, the older photos will be a bit trickier Obviously, the older photos will be a bit trickier Obviously, the older photos will be a bit trickier 
for us all to identify the bride and groom, but we for us all to identify the bride and groom, but we for us all to identify the bride and groom, but we for us all to identify the bride and groom, but we 
will have fun doing it.  will have fun doing it.  will have fun doing it.  will have fun doing it.      
                    Please bring your photos to display on a table Please bring your photos to display on a table Please bring your photos to display on a table Please bring your photos to display on a table 
just for that morning!just for that morning!just for that morning!just for that morning!    
    

There just might be wedding cake to enjoy after There just might be wedding cake to enjoy after There just might be wedding cake to enjoy after There just might be wedding cake to enjoy after 
worship! worship! worship! worship!     

        

P.S. – if you have a wedding dress to 
display to help set the theme for the day, 
please let Gwen know and we will find a 

way to carefully display it! 
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500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

An historic day in the Lutheran Church movement will be 
observed on Sunday, October 29th, here at Christ 
Lutheran.   
 
October 31, 2017 is the 500th anniversary of the date that 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door in 
Wittenburg, Germany.  Across the Lutheran and Catholic 
world there have been events to commemorate this 
significant anniversary.   
 
In the month of October here in this congregation we will 
be remembering the ways we have been impacted and 
blessed by the teaching of Martin Luther throughout the 
past several hundred years as we continue to be a church 
that is always reforming and always being made new.   
 
 There is an open invitation to join our senior choir 
 that day to sing and make a festive and joyful noise 
 in celebration of the day!  If you would like to sing 
 with the choir – with no strings attached for 
 ongoing commitment – please come to our 
 rehearsal on  Wednesday evening, October 25th, at 
 6:30 and we will have a practice session for those 
 who are singing with us on Reformation Day.   
 
 If you play a musical instrument – brass or 
 woodwind or percussion – and would like to be a 
 part of a musical ensemble on October 29th in 
 worship, please let Gwen Arneson know and she 
 will get music for you to play. 
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The parsonage project is coming along great!  The cabinets 
are in, the rooms are remodeled/
textured/painted; the flooring should 
be installed soon; the roof has been 
shingled.   
 

We will plan an open house when it is 
all done.   
 

Thanks to the contractors and volunteers 
who have helped: 

 
Kevin Arneson Bev Isaackson  Michelle Moseng 
Ed Boehne  Shawn Jones  Shawn Myers 
Todd Bossuyt  Lakeview Students Jonathan Olson 
Immo Cornelias Pete Lavin  Lucas Voorhees 
Jason Fischer  David Louwagie Diane Wagner 
Dave Geihl  Greg Lund  Doug Warnke 
Karen Geihl  Mary Lund  Joyce Warnke 
Paul Geihl  Conner Moseng Rose Wisdorf 
Kris Holm  Corey Moseng 

Parsonage Remodel  

Once again we have the privilege of having a Coats for Kids 
collection box here at Christ Lutheran. we will collect new or 
gently used coats for young people through October 25 (Sizes up 
through Men’s and Women’s Size Small).   
 

Please be on the lookout as you clean out your closets or find a 
great bargain on winter outerwear.  There is a child who is cold 
and ill-prepared for our harsh Minnesota winters who will be 
forever grateful for your generosity.  Hats, mittens, boots, snow 
pants, are also welcome. 



12 

Thank you    to Christian Education Committee and 
Parsonage Committee and Call Committee… 
   especially as we consider the special work going on in 
several areas: 

Mission Possible preparation, kick-off, and 
implementation 

Ongoing work at parsonage to get it ready for our 
next pastor 

Ongoing work to identify, interview, and discern 
needs for our next pastor 

 
Thank you to Jean Dahl for her faithful sharing of 
calligraphy gifts to inscribe books and other items for 
Milestones Ministry and educational opportunities. 
 
Thank you to LeeAnn Boehne for her generous gift of 
creating the Prayer Pillows to welcome our three year 
olds to Sunday School. 

Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!     

Because of your generosity in sharing of time 

and resources, we have been able to reach out 

with God's never-failing love in countless ways, 

both inside and beyond our congregation.  We 

are grateful for your financial gifts which allow 

us to continue the many ministries that we hold 

in common inside of God's mission for us here in 

this faith community.   
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Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
All that we do is a response to God’s 
grace.  Everything we are, have, and use, 
comes from God.  Best of all, God gives the 
gift of Jesus Christ and the community of 
believers.  It all begins with God.  Our 
confession of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior is not of our doing. 
 
We want you to be aware that our 
contributions have been down and we are 
really falling behind with our bills.  Currently 
we have about $4300 of bills waiting to get 
paid and we borrowed about $8000 to pay 
bills this summer.  We appreciate the 
generosity and the giving, both financially 
and of your time.   
 
Thanks again for all each of you have done in 
the past and for helping us step up to meet the 
current needs. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jonathan Olson, CLC President 
jofairviewfarms@gmail.com  
507 829 1225 

“…but they gave themselves first to the 
Lord.” 2 Corinthians 8:5 
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Dear Friends at CLC: 
 
Hello! 
 
We hope that each of you are doing well as we all are 
getting into our autumn routines. 
 
This may be the final “group prayer letter” mailing which 
we send from Mongolia.  The days are quickly passing 
and soon we will move back to Canada. 
 
Thank you for your prayers for Mongolia.  We pray that 
we will “finish well” here in 1½ months remaining and we 
look forward to what our LORD has in store for us in the 
Canadian WMPL Home Office. 
 
God bless you! 
 
☺  Anita and Charles Jackson 
WMPL Mongolia 

 

 

Editor Note:   A copy of the latest newsletter is available 
on the table at the back of the Sanctuary. 

Greetings from Charles and Anita Jackson, 
Workers through World Mission Prayer League 
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It is a continuing resolution in our SWMN Synod that our 
bishop has the authority to immediately send $500 to aid 
other synods who have experienced a disaster.   
 
At our SWMN Synod Council retreat on September 15-16, 
the council gave authorization for Bishop Jon Anderson to 
send an additional $1000 each to the Texas and Louisiana and 
Florida synods that have been impacted by Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma.  An additional gift of $1000 has been sent 
to the Montana Synod to help in their recovery from the 
massive fires.  An additional $2000 has been sent to the 
Caribbean Synod to help with the devastation in Puerto Rico 
after hurricane damages. 
 
How you may donate  — 
 

Donations may be left in the CLC offering plate or at the 
church office.   Checks are payable to Christ Lutheran.  Be 
sure to put Disaster Relief on the memo line.    
Thrivent Financial is offering a matching donation to 
Lutheran Disaster  Response up to 3 million dollars or 
December 31, 2017, whichever comes first.     
We will then transmit the donations to Thrivent for Lutheran 
Disaster Relief.    
 
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/
disaster-response/ 

Lutheran Disaster Response  
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Widowed, divorced, or separated??   Beginning Experience 

of Southwest Minnesota (BE) is holding the “Rebuilding” 
series for ten weeks from October 16 through December 
17th. The Monday night sessions begin at 7:00 at First 
Lutheran Church on Church and “A” Streets in Marshall. 
This series is designed for those who are past the initial pain 
of losing a partner and are working to put their lives back 
together.  All dialogue is confidential and facilitators are 
individuals who have suffered a similar loss.  The support 
group is open to people of all denominations. Registration is 
held the first two Monday nights starting at 6:30. 
Registration is then closed for that session. There is a fee of 
$75 to cover the cost of materials.    If you wish to 
preregister or have other questions concerning level 
participation, contact  
Laurie W: 507-829-6692,  wall.laurie33@gmail.com    OR    
MaryAnn S:  507-828-2866, maryannschultz83@gmail.com 

Beginning Experience of Southwest Minnesota 
(BE), a peer ministry support group for widowed, 
divorced, and separated people, is holding the 
“Rebuilding” series  

Kikatiti Secondary School (Tanzania) 
c/o Bill Koeckeritz   

PO Box 742   Spicer, MN 56288 
 

Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in Jamaica:   
Mailing address:   P.O. Box 122,  Lake Elmo, MN 55042 
 
Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  ~~  OR  ~~ 
use the special envelope available at church. 

Missionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran Church    
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Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each 

month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria 

Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  
~~  OR  ~~ use the special envelope available at church. 

Young leaders 
making a difference 

 
Minneapolis 
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  1 - Ellen Lenz 
  1 - Gary Morken 
  1 - Conner Moseng 
  2 - Jeremy Bahn 
  2 - Jeff Varpness 
  3 - John Lenz 
  4 - Tim Falkum 
  6 - Eli Dovre 
  6 - Jeannette Myrvik 
  6 - Erica Roe 
  7 - Janet Gniffke 
  8 - Elijah Schwarz 
  9 - Stacey Broberg 
  9 - Pastor Shelly Olson 
10 - Lois Kolhei 
11 - Sandy Dovre 
11 - Samantha Javens 
11 - Ferman Woodberry 
15 - Rachel Boe 
18 - Shawn Jones 
20 - Sarah Elston 
20 - Brenda Hoehne 
20 - Jessica Wagner 
21 - Brady Boe 
28 - Kathy Johnson 
28 - Carolyn Olson 
29 - Marge Gigstad 
30 - Judy Golberg 

Please contact 
Rhoda at the church 
office if you are not 
on the list or if we 
have a wrong date:   
507 423  5100;  
christlutheran@ 
christcotton.com                
Thanks! 

++ October and November Birthdays ++++ October and November Birthdays ++++ October and November Birthdays ++++ October and November Birthdays ++ 

  1 - Wayne Mack 
  1 - Milton Rebers 
  2 - Tanner Alm 
  2 - Terrance Alm 
  2 - Gwen Arneson 
  2 - Irene Evers 
  2 - Michelle Moseng 
  4 - Darrell Schwartz 
  6 - Wendy Fischer 
  6 - Whitney Lundberg 
  7 - Marvin Kremin 
  8 - Michelle Milner 
  8 - Lucee Olson 
11 - Kathy Martin 
12 - Mary Lund 
12 - Darla Morken 
14 - Aaron Dahl 
15 - John Hokanson 
16 - Chris Timm 
19 - Lauren Boe 
19 - Brennen Jarcho 
20 - Jeremy Schwisow 
20 - Jordan Tome 
21 - Don Johnson 
22 - Alyssa Lund 
28 - Jacob Buysse 
28 - Anna (Olson) Meyer 
30 - Jim Runholt 

Heavenly Father, our times are in Your 
hands.  Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants as they begin another year.  Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in Your 
goodness all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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LEAF  
Anne Isaackson     Andrea Benson    
Darla Morken    

CEMETERY 

Jason Fischer    Diane Wagner      
Shawn Myers       Josh Anderson     
Mike Berglind 

CHRIST CARE TEAM   
Barb Crouse     Rose Wisdorf 

Linda Van Uden    

WELCA Rep – Lisa Varpness 

HUNTER’S HELPING HANDS  

Jean Dahl      Stacey Broberg        
LeeAnn Boehne   Tracy Sterner      

Dani Brower         Tiffany Teske  

NOMINATING  
Nancy Kremin      Jody Mohr           
Susanne Lee         Gary Morken                     
Shawn Myers         
Cong. President – Advisory 
Member Only 
W-ELCA 
President:  Vacant 
Vice President:  Anne Isaackson 
Secretary:  Rose Wisdorf 
Treasurer:  Jean Dahl 
ALTAR CARE 
Chair:  Barb Crouse 
Treasurer:  Pat Hinz 
SENIOR CHOIR 
Director:  Gwen Arneson 
Treasurer:  Amy Jo Remmele 
 

LIBRARY 

Treasurer:  Anne Isaackson 

FAIR TRADE COORDINATOR 

Carolyn Olson 

LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISORS 

Jonathan and Carolyn Olson 

John and Tracy Sterner 

President:     Jonathan Olson 

Vice Pres.:    Pete Lavin 

Secretary:      Cal Teske  

Treasurer:      Corey Moseng 

BOARD OF DEACONS  

Kris Holm 

Shane Wee 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Wade Breyfogle     
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Michelle Moseng, Chair    

Tiffany Teske     LeeAnn Boehne 
Andrea Benson      

Brandy VanWinkle 
 

MISSION OUTREACH 

Denise Thomas Aamodt    Pat Hinz 
Amy Jo Remmele       
WELCA Rep – Carolyn Olson 
 

STEWARDSHIP  

Bev Isaackson  Mike Lee    
Jon Myrvik        Cong. Vice President 

WORSHIP        

Neil Dovre 

Bev Isaackson 

Nancy Kremin  

Ferman Woodberry 

Organist/Choir Director—Gwen 
Arneson 

Pastor Shelly Olson 
 

P.A. COMMITTEE 

Chair:  Larry Isaackson 
 

WORLD HUNGER/DISASTER 
RESPONSE/MALARIA 
COORDINATOR 

Greg and Anne Isaackson 

Congregational  Leadership  2017Congregational  Leadership  2017Congregational  Leadership  2017Congregational  Leadership  2017    


