First Sunday in Advent
“Humble and Holy”
November 30, 2025
Christ Lutheran Church — Cottonwood, Minnesota

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are grateful to God you are
here. We pray that you will feel the Spirit and welcome of this faith
community, and we look forward to seeing you again!

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither
the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will
gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering.
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that

strengthens our faith in the promises of God.
from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2025)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

WORDS OF WELCOME
P: This is the day that the Lord has made,
All: let us rejoice and be glad in it.

ADVENT OPENING WORDS OF FAITH
P: In this Advent season we join with Isaiah, crying out to God:
All: “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down!”

P: For justice and peace; for freedom and joy; for healing and love, we wait.
All: “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down!”

P: For comfort in grief; for hope in despair; for life in abundance, we wait.
All: “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down!”

P: For your promises to be fulfilled; for the new heaven and the new earth; for
perfect reconciliation only possible in you, we wait.
All: “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down!”



GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING HYMN ""Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW# 254
(You will find the hymns in the red book under the chair in front of you.)

ADVENT CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: We worship in the name of the Father, ¥ and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
All: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone.
All: Give us the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, Our
Savior and Lord.

P: Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and
just.

(Silence for a time of self-reflection)

P: Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion,
forgive our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may follow and serve you in newness of life.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of Jesus Christ ¥, your sins are forgiven. May the almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

All: Amen. Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE

P: We light this candle to proclaim that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. It
represents that there is renewed hope coming, and it reminds us that the light
does not overcome the darkness. The prophet Isaiah prophesied: Here is my
servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased.
He will bring justice to victory and in his name the people will hope. This hope
was not just wishful thinking. It is a sure thing for Jesus Christ has come as
word made flesh.

The first candle is lit representing Hope.

HYMN “He Came Down” Sung to tune ELW# 253
Sung Twice
He came down that we may have hope,
he came down that we may have hope;
he came down that we may have hope;
hallelujah forevermore.

Public Domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us join our voices in prayer: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
All: By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of
our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1-5
'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. *In days
to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to
it. °Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
Lorp, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that
we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the
word of the LorD from Jerusalem. *He shall judge between the nations, and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords



into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. >O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

L: Word of God, Word of Life
All: Thanks be to God

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 13:11-14
"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; '“the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; "“let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. '“Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L: Word of God, Word of Life
All: Thanks be to God

Please rise in body or spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Wait for the Lord” Sing Twice ELW# 262
04
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Text: Taizé Comurnily

Music: WAIT FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc.. agent. 7404 8. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60038,
www,giamtisic.com, S00442.3358, All dghts reserved. Used by permission,

Used with permission One License #A-722486
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter
All: Glory to you, O Lord

36<But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. *’For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. **For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, *’and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. *Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be left. * Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. “Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. **But understand this: if
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. *Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.

P: The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated.
MESSAGE Pastor Janel Kuester
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” ELW# 241

Please rise in body or spirit.

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH — THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All: 1 believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 1
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

You are invited to either extend a hand or
place your hand on your heart with a verbal greeting of peace

Please be seated.

THANKSGIVING
We respond in gratitude for God’s never-failing love and mercy.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

OFFERING AND MUSIC
Besides giving through the offering plate,
you can also give electronically by either visiting
www.christcottonwood.org and setting up
a one time or recurring gift or by snapping on the

OR Code to the right.

Please rise in body or spirit.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Letus pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in
the desert. Through these gifts, may we bless our missions, our community, our

world and may we rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom.
All: Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The congregation responds to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.”



LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Please be seated.

SENDING
God sends us in mission to the world.

COMMISSIONING AND SENDING
Pastor Janel Kuester has been invited to join Bishop Dee Pederson,
Bishop of Southwestern Minnesota Synod, to travel with her and
Pastor Hollie and Randall Holt-Woehl for the
2025 South Africa Companion Synod Consultation
and Anniversary Celebration

SENDING BLESSING
P: May God who comes among us, Father, ® Son and Holy Spirit, grant us
patience in our waiting, peace in the darkness and good news to share today and

always.
All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW# 244
SENDING WORDS
L: Go in peace. Keep awake.

All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgy pieces from Sundays and Seasons © Augsburg Fortress.
Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in
the USA.



— Thank You For Serving This Sunday, November 30, 2025 —
Ministers: The People of Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor: Pastor Janel Kuester
Assisting Minister: Ginny Bossuyt
Ushers: Dean Berg, Claire Erickson, Kathie Erickson, Jeremy Maronde, Jon
Myrvik, Sidnee Olson, Jory Dove
Musician: Krishana Dempcy Acolyte: Cora VanWinkle
PA: Shawn Myers and Brian Velde
Video: Ryan Fromm and Bev Isaackson
Altar Care: Andrea Benson and Darla Morken
Counters: Greg Golberg and Deb Louwagie
Clothed With Love: Dana Davis

This Week’s Calendar

Today, Sunday, November 30: First Sunday in Advent
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
No Preschool Sunday School—Thanksgiving Break
9:30am  Worship

Tuesday, December 2:
4:30 pm  Nominating Committee

Wednesday, December 3:
2:00 pm  Fieldcrest Communion Service
2:45pm  West Prairie Communion Service
6:00 pm  Mission Possible—Christmas Program Practice
7:00 pm  Confirmation

Sunday, December 7: Second Sunday in Advent
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
9:00 am  Preschool Sunday School
9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion

An invitation from Pastor Janel (PJ):

If you are interested in church membership or know
someone interested, please call PJ at the church office
507 423 5100 or PJ’s cell phone 651 726 4003.
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The Giving Tree

The Giving Tree at Christ Lutheran has ornaments on the tree in the front entry
with requested gifts on them ready for you to pick up. Monetary donations may
also be given to the church. Please be sure to mark them clearly for “The Giving
Tree.” Gifts with their ornaments attached need to be to the church by Sunday,
December 15. Wrapping of children’s items is requested, but home goods and
food is not. Thank you for your generosity to children and families in our
community. Keep checking the tree for more ornaments.

A Reminder About Inclement Weather
For Sunday morning worship and Preschool Sunday School programming, you
can find details on worship being cancelled on both the “Christ Lutheran Church
Cottonwood, MN” FaceBook page and on Marshall Radio. If weather makes
worship unsafe, a truncated worship service will try to be recorded and made
available on YouTube.

For Wednesday evening programming, we follow the school district. If school is
canceled, an early out (due to weather) or no evening activities, there will be no
Mission Possible or Confirmation sessions that evening.

Annual Meeting Notice: The Annual Congregational
Meeting of Christ Lutheran Church will be held on
Sunday, February 15, 2025, following our 9:30 a.m.
worship service (backup date will be February 22).

MEETING

Committee and Board reports are due electronically in the office by January 15.
Email them to Marian at christlutheran@christcotton.com.

The Nominating Committee is already at work. Please pray for their tasks and
prayerfully consider any of the open positions on Executive Board or the
following Committees.

Treasurer Stewardship Cmte
Christian Education Cmte Nominating Cmte
Clothed With Love Cmte




Children’s Christmas Program
o The children ages Preschool through Sixth Grade will present a
3"‘:\} 7 Christmas Program called “The Smallest Christmas Star” during
752 27% 9:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, December 14. Please come and see
~&~7%¢  them remember the story of the birth of the Christ child.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services
Tucked into the midst of your Christmas gatherings, we hope you will make
plans to attend Christ Lutheran’s very special Candlelight Christmas Eve with
Holy Communion worship services at either 5:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 24.

Lessons and Carols
On Sunday, December 28 at 9:30 a.m., Lessons and Carols - come and sing
those favorite Christmas Carols one more time. They will be woven throughout
worship with lessons read and then after worship let the Celebration of Festive
Christmas Wardrobe and Sweaters begin. Tokens of appreciation in different
categories will be given.

Epiphany Sunday—Sunday, January 4 at 9:30 a.m.
We celebrate Epiphany while retelling of the story of God’s glory revealed
through the light of the star that led the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ. On this
Sunday, we will also have the Remembrance of Baptism for all that were
baptized since January of last year. Their Milestone Ministry of a Rubber Duck
and Towel will be given.

Advent Devotional Books The Advent Season begins
TODAY, Sunday, November 30. To assist in your devotional
time during this season of waiting, there are multiple options of
booklets available. One that follows the lectionary is called
humble and holy. There is something for all ages including
ones for families with young children. Please help yourself.

You can find them on the table
at the back of the sanctuary today.
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Sanctuary Technology UPDATE!

We are so happy to announce that we only have $937.16 left
to finalize the financials for the full Sanctuary Technology
Upgrades completed. We will accept final gifts to this project
through Sunday, December 7.

Gifts can be made to Christ Lutheran Church by giving a
check marked for the “Sanctuary Technology Upgrades” or
given online using the QR Code, scrolling down to the Special
Designated Funds option and adding the note “Sanctuary Technology
Upgrades.” Your generosity for this and all giving to CLC is a blessing! Thank
you!

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Thank you, thank you, thank you, for all the ways you share yourself, your
time, your skills and your financial support in the ministry we share at Christ
Lutheran Church. It is only through you — the dedicated, faithful, generous
peo5:0ple of God — that we have and continue to be able to carry out the mission
Jesus Christ has entrusted to us.

Our Weekly Giving to meet budget is:

$ 3,871.54
Year to Date Financials Through November 19
Giving Expenses +Over/(Short)
$166,638.83 $173,836.40 ($7,197.57)

Local Lights and Holiday Nights
Monday, December 1
5:00-8:30 pm
See the “Cottonwood Area Community Foundation”
Facebook Page for more details

7:30-8:30 pm
Sing Along Carols and Ales
Led by Krishana Dempcy
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Prayer Requests

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Your prayers are a gift to those requesting them, and
encouragement for one another as we experience challenges, sorrows, or thanksgivings of
any kind.

Health Concerns, as well as Others In QOur Hearts and On Qur Minds:
Deb Breyfogle, Morgan Dale, Lane Larson,
John Lenz, Jim Runholt, Ryan Vance, Joyce Warnke

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, hunger, homelessness,
unemployment, and any challenges in their lives. Areas at war: Ukraine and Israel.
For those deployed through the National Guard from Marshall Area.

Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound:
Norm and Faye Myers, Jody Mohr, Donna Neuharth, Bobby Olson,
Sonny and Ione Olson, Laurie Pickthorn, Steve Pederson,
Margaret Rewerts, Jim Runholt, June Schwartz

Families of our Congregation: Billy, Alison, Brooklyn and Easton Hall
Koreen Hamann
Brad, Alisha, Grace, Ava and Kipton Handeland

Seminarian: Vicar Katherine (Kit) Mackenzie serving at Our Saviour’s, Canby

Ministry Support:
Mfolozi Circuit and ELCSA, Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in Jamaica, Kikatiti
Secondary School in Tanzania, World Mission Prayer League (WMPL),
Cottonwood Food Pantry, Clothed With Love, Hope Harbor,
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries, Shetek Lutheran Ministries

Christ Lutheran Church Location: 126 Front Street
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 166, Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229
Office Phone and Voice Mail: 507-423-5100
www.christcottonwood.org
Find us on Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN

Pastor Janel Kuester—Cell 651 726 4003; pstrjanel@gmail.com
Office Administrator, Marian Kalass—christlutheran@christcotton.com
Accounting Assistant, Angie Thostenson—angie03465@gmail.com
Custodians, Jon & Jeannette Myrvik
jjmyrvik@icloud.com jonmyrvik@charter.net
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