
  

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here. 

PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 

P:  This is the day that the Lord has made, 
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
GATHERING HYMN  “Shall We Gather at the River” ELW# 423 

(For the music today, the words will appear on the screens. The words with the 
musical notes are printed in the red “ELW” book under the chair in front of you.) 

“In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the 
beloved Son of God.  Through this great epiphany, 
Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant 
of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the 
nations.  In the waters of baptism we too are washed by 
the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 
beloved children.  Our baptismal mission is to proclaim 
good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s 
healing.”  (Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2025) 

 
Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

January 11, 2026 
Christ Lutheran Church, Cottonwood, Minnesota 

 
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are grateful to God you are 

here. We pray that you will feel the Spirit and welcome of this faith 
community, and we look forward to seeing you again! 
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OPENING WORDS OF FAITH 
 

As the following words are read, water is poured into the font. 
 

P:  In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death 
by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 
born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn 
children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living 
with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God.  
 

With this in mind, let us join in the opening words of faith, the faith we 
received when we were baptized: 
 

P:  The voice of heaven has moved over the waters, 
All:  and the God of glory thunders upon them. 
 

P: The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
All:  the voice of the Lord is full of majesty and wonder. 
 

P:  The voice of the Lord flashes forth like fire. 
All:  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness and strips the forests 
bare. 
 

P:  And all the people in the temple shout together, “Glory to the Lord!” 
All:  For the Lord sits enthroned before the people. 

 
OPENING HYMN “Wade in the Water” ELW# 459 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All are invited to make the sign of the cross, tracing the mark of the sign  
that is made at our baptisms. 

 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who makes all things new, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
All:  Amen. 
 

P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P:  Holy One, source of our renewal, 
All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  
We have not practiced your righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away 
from you.  For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be 
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P:  Thus says our God:  “The former things have come to pass and new things I 
now declare.”  God’s mercy makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of  
Christ our Savior. 
All:  Amen. 

 
GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. O God, 
All: at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  Make all who are baptized into Christ 
faithful to their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your 
Spirit, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 42:1-9 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will 
not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  
 

5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 
upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in 
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righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 
praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  
 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Acts 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Remember and Rejoice” 
 Stanza 1, 2 & 5 ELW# 454 
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when 
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
MESSAGE Pastor Janel Kuester 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Baptized and Set Free” ELW# 453 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES AND DECLARATION OF FAITH 

P:  People of God, it is appropriate on this day of the Baptism of Our Lord that 
we remember and renew the promises once spoken at our baptisms – that time 
when we were washed of our sins and received the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us.  Let us boldly profess our faith before God, renouncing the sinful life of 
those who oppose God embracing the godly life of the Spirit-filled Christian. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  Do you renounce 
the powers of this world that rebel against God?  Do you renounce the ways of 
sin that draw you away from God? 
All:  I renounce them. 
 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
All:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
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P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
All:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated  
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All:  And also with you. 
 

You are invited to either extend a hand or 
place your hand on your heart with a verbal greeting of peace 

 
Please be seated. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
We respond in gratitude for God’s never-failing love and mercy. 

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 
OFFERING AND MUSIC 

Besides giving through the offering plate, 
you can also give electronically by either visiting 
www.christcottonwood.org or by snapping on the  

QR Code to the right to set up  
a one-time or a recurring gift. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
L:  Let us join our hearts in prayer.  God of healing and hope, you bless those 
who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things.  Fulfill that promise 
through us and these your gifts.  Unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

The congregation responds to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

SENDING 
God sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING BLESSING 

P:  The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you  
sand God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 
All:  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN “Baptized in Water” ELW# 456 
 
SENDING WORDS 

L:  Go in peace.  Spread the Good News. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
Liturgy pieces from Sundays and Seasons © Augsburg Fortress. 
Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the USA. 
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— Thank You For Serving This Sunday, January 11, 2026 — 
Ministers:  The People of Christ Lutheran Church 
Pastor:  Pastor Janel Kuester 
Assisting Minister:  Neil Dovre 
Ushers:  Jonathan Olson, Milo Brusven, Greg Golberg, Conner Moseng, Corey 
Moseng, Michelle Moseng, Cal Teske 
Musician:  Krishana Dempcy 
Acolyte:  Kendra Velde 
PA:  Tracy Sterner and Larry Isaackson 
Video:  Gary Morken and Jon Myrvik 
Altar Care:  Michelle Moseng and Heather Velde 
Counters:  Chris Stevens and Parry Bossuyt 
Clothed With Love:  Tori Praus 

Offering Envelopes Available TODAY! 
As you leave worship today, please pick up your 2026 box 
of Offering Envelopes.  If you exclusively choose to give 
online, please contact the church office to let us know that 
you will not need a box for your household.  If you do not 
see your box, please let Marian in the church office or Tracy 
Sterner know. 

This Week’s Calendar 

Today, Sunday, January 11:  Baptism of Our Lord Sunday 

  Fellowship Time before and after Worship 

 9:00 am Preschool Sunday School 

 9:30 am Worship 
 

Wednesday, January 14: 

 6:00 pm  Mission Possible 

 7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, January 18:..Second Sunday After Epiphany 

 Fellowship Time before and after Worship 

 9:00 am  Preschool Sunday School 

 9:30 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

 10:45 am  Council Meeting 

 6:00 pm  Christian Education Meeting 
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Annual Meeting Notice:  The Annual Congregational 
Meeting of Christ Lutheran Church will be held on 
Sunday, February 15, 2025, following our 9:30 a.m. 
worship service (backup date will be February 22). 

 

Committee and Board reports are due electronically in the office by January 15.  
Email them to Marian at christlutheran@christcotton.com. 
 

The Nominating Committee is already at work.  Please pray for their tasks and 
prayerfully consider any of the open positions on Executive Board or the 
following Committees.  
 

 Treasurer Christian Education  Cmte.      Clothed With Love Cmte. 

SAVE THE DATE 
***FREE EVENT*** 

FELLOWSHIP AND GAMES 
January 25, 2026 

Following Worship 
 

Following Worship on Sunday, 
January 25, the Jordan Project 
Team is hosting a sampler meal of 
hot dogs, mac and cheese and other 
crock pots of goodness.  Everyone 
will receive a muffin tin to sample 
all kinds of goodies. 
 

A sign up sheet for cupcakes and crockpots of soups or chili is available at the 
back of the sanctuary today. 
 

A rousing time of BINGO and winning 
prizes for all ages  will occur followed 
by other games.  Don’t forget to bring 
your favorite board 
games, cards, or other 
group activities for 
some fun time of 
fellowship. 
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Christ Lutheran Church Location:  126 Front Street  

 Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 166,  Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229 
Office Phone and Voice Mail:  507-423-5100 

www.christcottonwood.org   
Find us on Facebook:  Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 

 

Pastor Janel Kuester—Cell 651 726 4003;  pstrjanel@gmail.com 
Office Administrator, Marian Kalass—christlutheran@christcotton.com 

Accounting Assistant,  Angie Thostenson—angie03465@gmail.com 
Custodians, Jon & Jeannette Myrvik    

jjmyrvik@icloud.com        jonmyrvik@charter.net 

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Your prayers are a gift to those requesting them, and 
encouragement for one another as we experience challenges, sorrows, or thanksgivings of 
any kind. 
 

Health Concerns, as well as Others In Our Hearts and On Our Minds: 
Deb Breyfogle, Morgan Dale, Roman Dove, Diana Bang-Foy, Lyle Grove, 

Lane Larson, John Lenz, Robert Olson, Jim Runholt, Ryan Vance, Joyce Warnke 
 

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, hunger, homelessness, 
unemployment, and any challenges in their lives.  Areas at war:  Ukraine and Israel.  

For those deployed through the National Guard from Marshall Area. 
 

Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound: 
Norm Myers, Jody Mohr, Donna Neuharth,  

Sonny and Ione Olson, Laurie Pickthorn, Steve Pederson,  
Margaret Rewerts, June Schwartz 

 

Families of our Congregation: Butch and Kerri Johnson 
 David and Kathy Johnson 
 Don Johnson 
 

Grieving Families:  The Family of Jeffrey Tanke (Crista Olson’s Father) 
 

Seminarian:   Vicar Katherine (Kit) Mackenzie serving at Our Saviour’s, Canby 
 

Ministry Support: 
Mfolozi Circuit and ELCSA, Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in Jamaica, Kikatiti 

Secondary School in Tanzania, World Mission Prayer League (WMPL), 
Cottonwood Food Pantry, Clothed With Love, Hope Harbor,  
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries, Shetek Lutheran Ministries 

Prayer Requests 


