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Worship on Cottonwood Cable Access Channel 180:   
 

Sunday 10:45 am (approx.)  and  Monday 5 pm 

** Sunday Morning Praise and Worship at 9:30 ** 
— Fellowship and Refreshments  

Before and After Worship 

February /February /February /February /    

March 2019March 2019March 2019March 2019    
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     Sometimes you just know you are supposed to do something.  Maybe you 
recognize it as the Holy Spirit nudging you.  Perhaps you just see you have the 
time and skill.  These are all phrases most of us could at some point in our lives 
have thought or said to ourselves.  And when you follow through and do them, 
the reward is often greater than you had expected. 
 
     This is what happened to Josh Anderson, member at Christ Lutheran Church.  
One Sunday while sitting in worship he saw an announcement in the bulletin 
about the need for someone to build a new cross to be used on All Saints Sunday 
and other times during the 
church year.  The notification 
stated that there was an example 
of the cross posted for anyone to 
look at.  Josh felt like he was 
supposed to do something, he 
felt a nudging and after looking at 
the picture thought he had the time 
and the skill.  Josh said, “I was 
between projects.   
 
     Following worship, I 
immediately went to Gwen 
Arneson’s office door, looking at 
it I thought it was doable and then 
I found her to tell her I wanted to 
make it.” 
 
     Josh grew up in a machine shop 
building stuff out of steel and now 
he designs metal fabrications for 
a living.  For the last two to three 
years, he has been teaching himself 
the craft of woodworking.  He enjoys making things with his own hands and 
wanted to challenge himself with a different media.  This project definitely 
pushed him outside his comfort zone. 
 
     He spent his formative years attending church at First Lutheran in Marshall.  
“Over the years,” Josh said, “they modified and updated the sanctuary.  There 
now hangs a cross at the front of the church.  I have spent many church services 
in my youth looking at the intricate ways the middle portion of the cross has 
these cutouts and how it makes this X shape in the center of it.”  When Josh was 
working on the design, he kept this cross in mind as well as looked at the altar at 
the front of Christ Lutheran for inspiration in the lines and wood color.  His 
finished design was after three different renditions. 
 

—Continued on Next Page — 

Telling the StoryTelling the StoryTelling the StoryTelling the Story    
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     While planning the heavy duty maple wood and eventually making the 
construction, Josh would pray over the project at each phase.  He said, “I prayed 
that God would guide my hands.”  There were times when Josh would need an 
extra hand and then his wife, Sara, would come out to the workshop and help.  
She said that one time, “he just grabbed my hand.  I wasn’t sure what he was 
doing at first.  Then I saw that he was praying.”  Josh said, “I can’t sing. I can’t 
teach Sunday School. But, I can do things with my hands.  I felt nudged to do 
this task and what made it all worth the time and energy was when I saw Gwen’s 
face looking at the finished product the first time.  I didn’t know at first that this 
All Saints Sunday was the first without her mom, but when I learned that I just 
knew that it was one of the reasons I was supposed to make the cross for the 
church.” 
 
     On All Saints Sunday, Josh, Sara and their children Tucker and Danica were 
part of the group who processed 
the candles in and placed them on 
the cross.  Sara said, “the kids 
thought it was pretty special to 
do this job.” 
 
     There was only one regret that 
Josh said he had.  Last summer the 
Christ Lutheran Church 
Cemetery had a tree that was 
taken down.  Josh got 12 feet of 
the tree and the wood from the 
tree has been cut into two and half 
inch thick slabs and are curing in 
his garage.  He said, “I tried to 
find a place that could cure this 
wood faster so I could have used 
it to build the cross from.  The wood 
from that tree that has kept watch 
over the saints in the cemetery 
would have been awesome to use 
for this project.  The wood when 
it was cut by Al Anderson was 
prayed over.  Someday when the wood is ready, I will have to make something 
else for the church.  It is what it should be used for.” 
 

     Josh and his family attend church worship services here at Christ Lutheran on 
a regular basis.  Sara and he commented that their household’s week goes much 
smoother when they have grounded themselves through worship.  Sara said, 
“when we skip for some reason, our household seems rockier that week.”  Sara 
and Josh have found a new way to serve at Christ Lutheran.  In the coming 
months, they will be facilitating a financial course called Financial Peace 
University. 
 

     We are thankful for Josh, Sara, Tucker and Danica living out their faith at 
Christ Lutheran.  Thanks be to God. 
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The band Foreigner achieved chart success with a song of that 
title during the 1980s…but it raises a legitimate question:  
What IS love? 
 
The month of February is often equated with Valentine’s Day, 
a day of love. Love is often symbolized with flowers, 
chocolates, stuffed animals, cards, and if you are really lucky 
with love…jewelry. The colors of red, pink and white 
emblazon everything from cards to conversation hearts. 
 
I was recently having a discussion with someone who said he 
could not stand this holiday. When I asked him, “why?” he 
answered, “should not every day be Valentine’s Day?” In 
other words, to speak and act in love every single day and not 
just to those who are closest to us, but to the stranger or to 
those we do not often associate with. 
 
Love is a verb and not just some “fluffy” feeling. In fact  
1 John 4 says, “God is love…Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God…Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
ought to love one another…we love because he first loved us.” 
Loving God and loving neighbors cannot be separated. 
 
One magnificent musical is Les Miserables. This story of love, 
hope, grace, and redemption continually resonate with me. 
Jean Valjean, the main character who was once a convict, 
learns about grace when grace is bestowed on him. Even when 
he did not deserve it. He is transformed by this experience and 
bestows grace to the people he encounters.  
 

— Continued on Next Page — 

“I Want to Know What Love Is”“I Want to Know What Love Is”“I Want to Know What Love Is”“I Want to Know What Love Is”    
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He learns to love when he takes in the daughter of a woman 
(Fantine) who dies. Towards the end of his life, Fantine comes 
to escort him to heaven. The following lyrics are sung by 
them: 

Take my hand 
And lead me to salvation 
Take my love 
For love is everlasting 
And remember 
The truth that once was spoken 
To love another person 
Is to see the face of God 

 
Do we see the face of Christ in each person we meet? Do we 
treat that person as Christ? Is love convenient? Is it easy? Of 
course not. Our sinful nature will always put ourselves first, 
making it impossible to love God or our neighbors on our 
own. Even though we do not deserve it, God loves us and 
demonstrates that love by sending God’s only Son, Jesus, into 
the world. This gift of God’s love makes it entirely possible 
for us to love God and our neighbors. We love God and our 
neighbors because God loves us first. 
 
Love…it is more than chocolate and flowers!  How will you 
demonstrate love not only on February 14, but Valentine’s 
Day every day? 
 

 Pastor Janel 
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One of theologian Walter Brueggemann’s prayer poems, “Move 
Us Beyond Ourselves,” speaks to our desire to work together in 
this wild and crazy faith adventure that we share here at Christ 
Lutheran.   
 

Brueggemann prays, (excerpted) “We pray for all who stand in 
need of ministry: the sick and dying, the powerful who are 
bewildered, the poor who lack so much we take for granted, the 
brutalized who wait for relief.  We pray your mighty spirit upon us, 
that we may more fully engage our baptism, accept the costs that 
belong to our life with you, …embrace the joys that only you can 
give.  Move us beyond ourselves…to make us light, make us 
ready, make us open…” 
 

Thank you, siblings in Christ, for all the ways you live out your 
baptismal callings to be light and life in the world.  There are so 
many of you who have taken part in our shared ministry in the past 
couple of months as we made our way through Advent and 
Christmas, into the start of the Epiphany season.   
 

Often you have worked behind the scenes with no wish for public 
adulation or acclaim.  Thank you!  Some have engaged in more 
visible leadership roles.  Thank you!  Some have prayed for our 
common ministry.  Thank you!  Some have contributed generously 
with time and financial resources.  Thank you!   
 

The Holy Spirit is working in, through, and between the members 
of this faith community!  Thanks be to God! 

Thank You for Your Part in Our Shared Ministry 
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Sunday, February 3 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday, February 10 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Mission Possible 
and Sunday School Students singing 
 
Sunday, February 17 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Shetek Lutheran 
Ministry staff present 
 
Sunday, February 24 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday, March 3 – Transfiguration Day Worship at 9:30 a.m. with 
Holy Communion and baptism of Cayden Rialson 
 
Wednesday, March 6 – Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. with 
Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 
 
Sunday, March 10 – First Sunday in Lent Worship at 9:30 a.m. with 
Installation of Leaders 
 
Wednesday, March 13 – Midweek Lenten Worship with Holden 
Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, March 17 – Second Sunday in Lent Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
with Holy Communion and baptism of Hadley Stevens 
 
Wednesday, March 20 – Midweek Lenten Worship with Holden 
Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, March 24 – Third Sunday in Lent Worship at 9:30 a.m. with 
Mission Possible and Sunday School Students singing 
 
Wednesday, March 27 – Midweek Lenten Worship with Holden 
Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, March 31 – Fourth Sunday in Lent Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

Worship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . Praise    
Opportunities 

for February and March 
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Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    
 

Janel L. Kuester, Pastor,   507 423 5100;  cell 651 726 4003      
pstrjanel@gmail.com 
 

Gwen Arneson, Lay Pastoral Assistant and Organist, 507-423-5100;   
cell 612-280-5987;  home 507 423-5280      gwenarneson@yahoo.com        
 

Rhoda Schmidt, Office Assistant,  507-423-5100    cell 507-829-1426  
christlutheran@christcotton.com  
 

Melanie Olson, Accounting Assistant,  507-530-2064   
Melanie.olsen@usbank.com  
 

Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians,     
(Jon) 507-828-2401       (Jeannette) 828-2407     
jeannette.myrvik@schwans.com        jjmyrvik@charter.net         
 
 

*When calling the church office and there is no answer, 
please leave a message.  We check for messages on a frequent  
basis. 
 
 

Find us on Facebook:   
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 

 
 

Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org          
 
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229 
 
 
Phones  —     Office:  507-423-5100             Kitchen:  423-5118   
                                                         

 

Synod Website: www.swmnelca.org;     telephone 507-637-3904 

- Who We Are - 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Mission IdentityMission IdentityMission IdentityMission Identity    
 

                   The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily 
                         called into God’s new creation, 
                         empowered by the Spirit, and 
                         sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ 
                   bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal 
                   and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world 
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Lenten Season is Approaching –  
Ash Wednesday is March 6th 

     We will soon find ourselves in the midst of the holy season of 
Lent.  Ash Wednesday begins that season of the church year, and 
this year falls on March 6th.  It reminds us that “we are dust and to 
dust we shall return.”  The six weeks of Lent call us to repentance 
and reflection on what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
 

     This time draws us more intentionally into the story of Jesus’s 
life and journey to the cross and grave, but ends most certainly with 
the story of his resurrection and defeat of the grave.   
 

This year we will again gather 
during Lent on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 to worship.   
 
With Ash Wednesday marking 
the beginning of  Lent, we 
gather in worship and celebrate 
Holy Communion as we begin 
the journey to the cross with 
Jesus. As we enter into the 

Lenten period of 40 days, our worship also includes a time when 
we mark with ashes the sign of the cross on one’s forehead, a ritual 
which has been part of Ash Wednesday worship over all the 
centuries. This visible sign not only identifies us as followers as 
Christ Jesus, but also reminds us of our deep need for God’s love 
and mercy in our lives. 
 
     The worship service on Ash Wednesday is scheduled for 7:00 
p.m. However, beginning 5-10 minutes before the service, you 
are invited to come into the sanctuary where you will be invited 
to come forward to the altar rail for the imposition of ashes. 
We ask that you then take some moments and sit in quiet 
meditation in preparation for worship to begin. 
 

      The following Wednesdays, March 13, 20, 27, April 3 and 10, 
will offer for us a time of midweek worship including Holden 
Evening Prayer.  As we have done in the past, our plan is to have 
the service conclude by 7:45 to be more family-friendly for 
bedtime. 
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     Our Lenten theme this year is, “What Wondrous Love.”  Each 
week during our midweek services we will read from scripture 
passages that remind us that the overarching Biblical message is of 
God’s saving and abiding love for God’s people.  There will be a 
speaker each week who will share how the story of God’s love 
impacts his or her life and vocations.  We will end our time 
together each week with Holden Evening Prayer, a beloved 
tradition in this congregation.  
 

     We look forward to worshiping alongside you on Wednesdays 
during Lent.   

 

Midweek Lenten Meals 
The joy of fellowship over a simple meal during Lent will continue 
to be a blessing for those who choose to gather at 6:00 p.m. prior to 
our Midweek Lenten services.  These meals will be held in our 
basement social hall on March 13, 20, 27, and April 3 and 10.   
 

Please contact Jonathan Olson if you are interested in helping to 
plan, provide, or serve for any of these meals.   

A HUGE Thank You to… 
 

 The dedicated folks who assembled 
the Annual Report book, as they 
have done for many years.        

 The Nominating Committee for 
filling the ballot for the  2019 
Annual Meeting. 

      The Outgoing Council Members and Other Committee 

Members: Jonathan Olson (President), Greg Isaackson 
(Deacon), Tiffany Teske (Christian Education Committee, 
Andrea Benson (LEAF Committee), Gary Morken and Jody 
Mohr (Nominating Committee). 

      The Renewing and Incoming Council Members and 

Other Committee Members elected at the January 27, 2019,  
Annual Meeting. 

 
Thank you for all the ways you serve the church and give of 
your time. 
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Bible CampBible CampBible CampBible Camp    
    

Hip, Hip, Hooray! 

Shetek Camping Staff at Christ Lutheran – 
February 17th 

Hey, Kids, plan to go to camp! 

During our Sunday morning worship service on February 17th, 

we will have the privilege of having Shetek Camp Director 
Marv Nysetvold with us to highlight the work of Shetek 
Lutheran Ministries and tell about winter opportunities and the 
upcoming summer camping season.  The theme verse for the 
camp this coming summer is Romans 12:2 – “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God 
– what is good and acceptable and perfect.”   
 

After worship, you will be able to visit with the staff and find 
out more details regarding registering for a camping 
experience this summer!  Don’t miss out on this great 
opportunity! 

SHETEK LUTHERAN MINISTRIES is located by 
Slayton on Lake Shetek 

Also nearby is GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES, located by Spicer on Green Lake. 

 

Our Congregation pays 40% of the registration 

tuition. Wow!            Register online:   

Shetek.org    **      Gllm.org 

—OR — 

contact the church office for a brochure 
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Equipping Day –  
Saturday, February 23rd   

 
     This hugely popular and successful event  
     has been growing steadily since its  
     inception years ago.  There is space for up  
     to 1000 participants who will take part at  
     two congregational locations in Willmar,  

                                      Vinje and Bethel.   
Christ Lutheran has always had a great cohort of people who have 
gone and come back with favorable, positive reviews about what 
they learned and heard.  Our congregation will pay for your 
registration fee, and there would most likely be options for 
carpooling to make the trip to Willmar.   
 

Keynote speakers this year are Beth Lewis, former CEO of 
Augsburg Publishing, whose presentation is “Grow. Hold. Fold.”  
The synod website shares these words from Beth:  “One of the perils 
of any organization is that there is no shortage of good ideas.  There 
are, however, good ideas that outlast their usefulness!  It is often 
very difficult to stop doing things because they get imbedded into 
our organizations’ traditions and cultures.”  She is an engaging 
speaker! 
 

Another keynote speaker will be Benjamin Winchester, with the title 
of his presentation being, “Rewriting the Rural Narrative.”  He 
writes, “It seems the rural story has already been told.  Small towns 
keep getting smaller.  Churches, schools, clinics, businesses, and 
now post offices, have closed their doors as the lucky few migrate to 
the big cities.  This deficit framework dominates how we discuss 
and envision our rural communities.  However, the story of rural 
America since 1970 is rich and diverse, with positive trends 
occurring under the radar.  Learn how these important positive 
changes have been occurring across the rural landscape that require 
us to rewrite the narrative of rural community change.”   
 

In addition to the keynote addresses, there will be a wide variety of 
valuable workshops to choose from according to your interests and 
passions.  Lunch will be provided for you at the venue. 
 

Please sign up in the Fireside Room area in our church building, 
or call the office with your wish to attend Equipping Day.  We’d 
love to have you experience this fabulous day of learning! 
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Dates Mission Possible 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wed, Feb 6 Lesson – Love Your Neighbor 

Sun, Feb 10 Sing in the Worship at 9:30 a.m. Service 

Wed, Feb 13 Lesson – Giving to God 

Wed, Feb 20 Service Project 

Wed, Feb 27 Game Night 

Wed, Mar 6 
NO MISSION POSSIBLE - 
Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Wed, March 13 
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson; 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Wed, March 20 
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson; 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Sun, March 24 Sing in the Worship at 9:30 a.m. Service 

Wed, Mar 27 
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson; 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

February and March Mission Possible Schedule 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  

you are welcome here. 
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February and March Sunday School Schedule 

Date 

Sunday School  9:00-9:25 a.m. 
Special Sundays Schedule 

Sun, Feb 3 Sunday School 

Sun, Feb 10 Sunday School 

Sun, Feb 17 Sunday School 

Sun, Feb 24 Sunday School 

Sun, Mar 3 Sunday School 

Sun, Mar 10 Sunday School 

Sun, Mar 17 Sunday School 

Sun, Mar 24 Sunday School 

Sun, Mar 31 Sunday School 

Sun, Feb 10 Sing in the Worship at 9:30 a.m. Service 

Sun, Mar 24 Sing in the Worship at 9:30 a.m. Service 

Pastor Janel will be offering a two-part First 
Communion class for students in 5th Grade and Up.  
 

One adult is required to attend with the students.  
 

The two class dates are scheduled for Sunday, 
March 10 and 24,  following worship.  
 

Please contact Pastor Janel to register and if you 
should have any questions. 

First Communion Sessions for 
5th Grade and Up 
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February and March Confirmation Schedule 

Date Confirmation – Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Feb 6, 2019 Ruth: The Tenacious Outsider 

Feb 13, 2019 David: The Flawed and Beloved King 

Feb 20, 2019 Elijah:  The Get-R-Done Prophet 

Feb 27, 2019 Daniel:  The Invincible Visionary 

Mar 6, 2019 
  

Note Student/Parent/Mentor meeting on 
Wed, Feb 27 at 7:45 p.m. 

OR 

Sun, Mar 3, at 11:00 a.m. 
NO CONFIRMATION these weeks during 
Lent:- Attend 7 pm Lenten Worship and 

meet with Mentor to discuss your Lenten 
devotional book 

Mar 13, 2019 
  

Mar 20, 2019 
  

Mar 27, 2019 

As always, our congregation’s choir is eager to welcome 
new singers who would like to join us in sharing the gift 
of music during worship!  We rehearse from 6:30 to 7:15 
on Wednesday evenings in the balcony.   
 

However, during the month of February, we are 
suspending these rehearsals and will not begin again 
until February 27th.  During Lent, when there are 
midweek meals and worship services, we will rehearse 
for a short time after worship.     
 

Choir Rehearsal Break Until February 27th 
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Sunday School and Mission Possible Sunday School and Mission Possible Sunday School and Mission Possible Sunday School and Mission Possible     

Singing in WorshipSinging in WorshipSinging in WorshipSinging in Worship    

 

Mission Possible 
students will be singing 
in worship on both 
Sunday, February 10, 
and Sunday, March 24.  

Confirmation Student, Mentor, and 
Parent Meeting 

Wednesday, February 27 at 7:45 p.m. – OR – 
Sunday, March 3 at 11:00 a.m.  

 
Come and hear more about how Confirmation 
Mentor time will run during Lent.  It would be 
most helpful if the student/parent/mentor teams 
could attend the same session, but not required. 

Looking for Luther League Leaders 

Jonathan and Carolyn Olson have been 
faithful, long-time serving Luther League 
leaders and have decided to retire from this 
role.  Might you be the next Luther League 

Leaders we are searching for?  Jonathan and Carolyn would 
love to share what that role means with you.  Let Pastor Janel 
know if you are considering this important role in the lives of 
our students. 
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Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

“Hang Out Time with Vicki” continues for all 
High School-aged students.  Come and join 
Vicki on Wednesday nights. 
 

“Hang Out Time With Vicki” Schedule 

9999————12121212thththth    Grade Synod GatheringGrade Synod GatheringGrade Synod GatheringGrade Synod Gathering    

Registration Deadline March 10thRegistration Deadline March 10thRegistration Deadline March 10thRegistration Deadline March 10th    

    
The Southwestern Minnesota Synod Senior High Youth 
Gathering is set for an overnight on April 5-6 at Lake Geneva 
Christian Center, Alexandria.  
 
Youth Cost is $45 – Luther League will pick up the rest. 
CLC’s deadline is March 10. 
 
Contact Pastor Janel if you would like to attend or have any 
questions. 
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  Chris Richard Keleher on 
January 6 
Welcome to Christ Lutheran from St. Stephen’s, Marshall: 
    JeRae Freiborg; sons Hunter (age 7) and Beckett (age 2) 

Remembering members in ourRemembering members in ourRemembering members in ourRemembering members in our    
    Christ Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of Faith    

Our new sanctuary 
chairs have arrived!   

 

They will be placed in 
our sanctuary when 
the current seating is 
removed. 

Save the Date: 
 

   All Elected Leaders in the congregation – those who 
are continuing to serve and those newly-elected – will be 
installed in worship on Sunday, March 10. 
 
   Next Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 20, at 8:00 p.m., and they meet in the room 
behind the kitchen on the lower level. 
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**  Highlights  ****  Highlights  ****  Highlights  ****  Highlights  **    

Congregational Annual MeetingCongregational Annual MeetingCongregational Annual MeetingCongregational Annual Meeting    

Held January 27, 2019Held January 27, 2019Held January 27, 2019Held January 27, 2019    

Election of Officers, Deacons, Trustees which comprises the voting 
members of our church council:   

President:  Corey Moseng 
Vice President:  Cal Teske 
Secretary:  Susanne Lee 
Treasurer:  Jeanine Hanson 
Board of Deacons:  Kris Holm, Tracy Sterner, Shane Wee 
Board of Trustees:  Jason Fischer, Dave Neuman, Wade Breyfogle. 
 
Election of other committee leaders was also held.  See one of the 
last pages of this issue for a detailed list. 
Adopted General Fund Budget for 2019. 
Adopted Mission Outreach Fund Budget for 2019, to continue 
monthly support of Robin’s Nest Children’s Home/Jamaica, 
Kikatiti Secondary School/Tanzania, World Mission Prayer 
League/Charles and Anita Jackson. 
 

2018 Received into Christ Lutheran Family of Faith  
Parry and Ginny Bossuyt, Brett 
Roger and Deb Breyfogle 
Haleigh Daniels 
Ryan and Kayla Fromm, Nolan, Tate, Madden 
Macy Golberg, Waylon, Walker 
Dominick and Mallory Gregoire, Ivy, Dixon 
Jacob and Kathy Gregoire, Ashton, Derek, Jake 
Scott and Jeanine Hanson, Kollin, Kylie 
Chris and Sara Kelher, Jerrika, Evelyn, Gaige, Benen 
Adam and Samatha Laleman, Ellyanah Ramert, Emmet & Ethan 
Laleman 
Vicki Myers 
Cody and Tristin Rykhus, Kason 
Carl and Megan Sharkey, Jaxon, Cora 
Scott Stefansen, Aubrey, Matthew 
Jeffrey and Shawna Tusberg, Caitlyn, Trevor 
Damien Wallin 
Darrien Wallin 
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Spiritual Life Inventory Results Are In…Spiritual Life Inventory Results Are In…Spiritual Life Inventory Results Are In…Spiritual Life Inventory Results Are In…    

Thank you again for your participation in November in 
filling out the paper or online copy of the Spiritual Life 
Inventory.  Eighty-nine inventories were completed.   
 
You can see the Infographic results of the inventory on the  
two-sided insert in this newsletter.   
 
These results will lead conversations in the coming year on 
ways Christ Lutheran may be able to meet the desires of 
people to connect with God, help their kids develop faith, to 
feel drawn by God’s spirit and to recharge for the week. 

Contact Information 
Charles and Anita Jackson 

World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) 

Office:  WMPL Canada: 
   5408 49th Avenue 
   Camrose AB T4V 0N7  Canada 
 
Phone Charles:  780 239 6351      Anita:  587 590 9763 
 
E-mail:   sonrose.charles@gmail.com        
               sonrose.anita@gmail.com  
 
Home:  53441 Range Rod 232 
  Sherwood Park AB 
  T8A 4V2 Canada 
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Are you a Thrivent member?  There are two opportunities that you do not 
want to miss out on. 
 

Your Thrivent Choice Dollars can help Christ Lutheran Church. Eligible 
benefit members of Thrivent Financial can now help choose where 
Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its charitable funds through 
a program called “Choice Dollars.” This program replaces the 
funding Thrivent used to give to churches.  Here is how it works: 

Eligible benefit members receive a letter or email telling them 
how many Choice Dollars they are able to direct. The 
member can go online or call Thrivent to designate those 
dollars. 

The number of Choice Dollars is based on qualifying insurance 
premiums, qualifying contract values and Thrivent Financial 
volunteer leadership. 

Choice dollars can be directed to thousands of non-profit 
organizations including Christ Lutheran Church and can 
be designated quarterly or annually. 

Potential amounts range from $50 to $2,500 per year for each 
eligible benefit member. 

 

So, Thrivent members, please consider directing your Choice Dollars to 
Christ Lutheran Church. We have the potential to receive more 
dollars than the old system, but we need you to designate us, your 
church.  You can direct your Choice Dollars online or now there is 
fax form available to use.  The church office has the fax forms 
available. 

 

Your Thrivent Choice Dollars expire each year on March 31.  If you 
should need any assistance, please see Pastor Janel who by the way 
already made her designation to Christ Lutheran Church! 

 
 
Thrivent Action Teams can be created 

to give startup money to service 
projects, fundraisers and 
educational events that Christ 
Lutheran Church might offer. Each 
eligible Thrivent member has the 
opportunity each calendar year to 
support two action teams of $250 
each. The problem is that we as a church might not know that you are a 
Thrivent Financial member. If you are a member, please let Pastor Janel 
in the office know as soon as possible as there are already opportunities 
needing an Action Teams $250 startup funds. The process is an easy, 
online registration that Pastor Janel has written directions to help. She can 
also help you in person.  

 
 



22 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod News 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly – 
June 7 and 8 – Redwood Falls, Minnesota— 

 

You are invited to serve as a voting  member 
from Christ Lutheran! 

 
Once again, we have the opportunity to take part in the 
great “family reunion” that is our Synod’s Assembly.  
The two days will be filled with a time of service, 
learning, deliberation, and worship.  Christ Lutheran 
will have two voting members in attendance, besides 
Pr. Janel.  Gwen Arneson will co-preside with Bishop 
Jon Anderson, and Greg Isaackson will be serving on 
the Resolutions Committee.   
 
There is an opportunity for two voting members 
(one male and one female) to attend.  Let President 
Corey Moseng or the church office know if you can 
attend this year. 

 
Theme: Everyday Spirituality 

Theme Text: Joshua 1:19 
Theme Hymn: “Lord, Be Glorified” • ELW 744 
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++ February and March Birthdays ++++ February and March Birthdays ++++ February and March Birthdays ++++ February and March Birthdays ++ 

Please contact Rhoda at the 
church office if you are not on the 
list or if we have a wrong date:  
507 423  5100;   
christlutheran@christcotton.com               
Thanks! 

February — 
  1 - Avery Lundberg 
  2  - Colt Alm 
  2 - Samantha Buysse 
  2 - Dominic Crain 
  3 - Kenny Becker 
  3 - Larry Isaackson 
  5 - Kenna Braun 
  5 - Brenda Krumrey 
  5 - Abby Lee 
  6 - Kathryn Huso 
  7 - Terrell Broberg 
  8 - Cora VanWinkle 
  9 - Andria Baker 
  9 - Kathy Knutson 
10 - Justin Bjornebo 
10 - Cody Rykhus 
12 - Jon Hoehne 
12 - Jerrika Keleher 
15 - Rebecca Krumrey 
16 - Barbie Cole 
16 - Dennis Isaackson 
16 - Ty Klocow 
17 - Greg Isaackson 
17 - Kari Louwagie 
18 - Donna Neuharth 
19 - Jason Fischer 
19 - Julie Gregoire 
19 - Tessa Idso 
19 - Travis Varpness 
20 - Hunter Hurt 
20 - Caysen Rialson 
21 - Kim Marczak 
21 - Chad Timm 
22 - Allison Chheng 
22 - Garrett Schafer 
23 - Brenton Johnson 
23 - Kiegan Marczak 
24 - Tovah Marczak 
25 - Erica Wagner 
26 - Aimee Falkum 
27 - Troy Bockelmann 
27 - Erv Schwartz 

March— 
  1 - Hyler Danielson 
  2 - Shi Aamodt 
  2 - LeeAnn Boehne 
  2 - Walker Golberg 
  5 - Tyden Marczak 
  5 - Faye Myers 
  7 - Quinn Fenger 
  7 - Carla Mack 
  9 - Jody Mohr 
  9 - Jim Schultz 
10 - Mark Dahl 
11 - Taylor Dubbeldee 
12 - Tate Fromm 
12 - Sid Olson 
13 - Paul Lund Jr. 
17 - Christina Olson 
18 - Jon Myrvik 
21 - Danica Anderson 
21 - Whitney Fischer 
21 - Caitlyn Tusberg 
22 - Gary Becker 
22 - Jarrett Geihl 
23 - Philip Hanson 
24 - Pete Lavin 
24 - Conner Rialson 
25 - Marjorie Seitz 
26 - Nora Boe 
27 - Travis Bockelmann 
27 - Myha Grunewald 
27 - Zane Laleman 
27 - Linda Magnuson 
27 - Michael Rye 
28 - Kacy Idso 
28 - Rilee Olson 
28 - Jacob Schwarz 
30 - Ron Anderson 
30 - Dale Baumgard 
30 - Joanna Hokanson 
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Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each 

month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria 

Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  
~~  OR  ~~ use the special envelope available at church. 

More than 
land 
 

Cambodia 
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LEAF  
Ginny Bossuyt      Darla Morken    

Christine Wiatrowski 

CEMETERY 

Diane Wagner      Shawn Myers       
Josh Anderson     Mike Berglind 
Marv Kremin                         
Gary Morken, Sexton 

CHRIST CARE TEAM   
Barb Crouse     Rose Wisdorf 

Linda VanUden    

WELCA Rep – Lisa Varpness 

Deacon Rep—Shane Wee 

HUNTER’S HELPING HANDS  

Jean Dahl      LeeAnn Boehne   
Tracy Sterner        Dani Brower         
Tiffany Teske     Lisa Jones 

NOMINATING  
Anne Isaackson    Kathie Erickson 
Sandy Dovre     Tom Hinz 
Cong. President – Advisory 
Member Only 
 

W-ELCA 
President:  Vacant 
Vice President:  Anne Isaackson 
Secretary:  Rose Wisdorf 
Treasurer:  Jean Dahl 
 

ALTAR CARE 
Chair:  Barb Crouse 
Treasurer:  Pat Hinz 
 

SENIOR CHOIR 
Director:  Gwen Arneson 
Treasurer:  Amy Jo Remmele 
 

LIBRARY:  Anne Isaackson 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
COFFEE COORDINATOR 

Carolyn Olson 

LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISORS 

“open” 

President:     Corey Moseng 

Vice Pres.:    Cal Teske 

Secretary:      Susanne Lee  

Treasurer:      Jeanine Hanson 

BOARD OF DEACONS  

Kris Holm         Tracy Sterner 

Shane Wee, Chr         
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Wade Breyfogle, Chr. 

David Neuman          Jason Fischer 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Michelle Moseng, Chair    

Brandy VanWinkle    Shawna Tusberg 

Stephanie Neuman  Shelly Danielson 

Deacon Rep—Tracy Sterner 
 

MISSION OUTREACH 

Pat Hinz Amy Jo Remmele       
Wendy Fischer 
WELCA Rep – Carolyn Olson 
Deacon Rep 
 

STEWARDSHIP  

Bev Isaackson          Jon Myrvik       

Larry Isaackson         Cong. Vice Pres. 

WORSHIP        

Neil Dovre      Bev Isaackson 

Nancy Kremin        

Deacon Rep—Kris Holm 

Lay Pastoral Asst./Organist/Choir  

Director—Gwen Arneson 

Pastor Janel Kuester 
 

P.A. COMMITTEE:  Chair:  Larry 
Isaackson 
 

WORLD HUNGER/DISASTER 
RESPONSE:  Greg and Anne 
Isaackson 

Congregational  Leadership  2019Congregational  Leadership  2019Congregational  Leadership  2019Congregational  Leadership  2019    
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February Worship Assistants 
 

Ushers:  Jonathan Olson, Captain;   Scott Boehne,  Greg Golberg,  Conner 
Moseng,  Corey Moseng,  Michelle Moseng,  Linda VanUden 
 

Acolytes:    Feb. 3rd  - Jovie Benson;      10th  - Elly Ramert      
             17th  - Jerrika Kelher;     24th  -Trevor Tusberg 
 

Deacons and Communion Assistants:      
Youth:  Feb.  3rd -  Jordan Fischer;    
                      24th -  Greg Schafer 
 

Adults:  Christine Wiatrowski (#1),  Corey Moseng (#2),   
    #3 open,    Tracy Sterner (#4) 
 
PA Operator:   Pete Lavin                      Video Camera Op.:  Erik Lundberg 
 

Counting:    Shawn Myers,  Linda VanUden 
 

Altar Care:   Anne Isaackson,  Michelle Moseng 

March Worship Assistants 
 

Ushers:  Pete Lavin, Captain;   Kevin Arneson,  Bev Isaackson,               
               Larry Isaackson,  David Roe,  Rose Wisdorf 
 
Acolytes:    Sun. March 3rd  - Whitney Lundberg     
Ash Wed.  6th  -  Caitlyn Tusberg 
Sun.  10th  -  Chase Hatfield      
Wed. Lent  13th   - Bridget Teske 
Sun.  17th  - Trevor Tusberg 
Wed. Lent  20th  - Bridget Teske 
Sun.  24th  - Jovie Benson 
Wed. Lent  27th  - Caitlyn Tusberg 
Sun.  31st - Kiannalee Olson 
 
Deacons and Communion Assistants:    
Youth:   Sun. March  3rd  - McKenzy Grunewald 
Ash Wednesday  6th - Jordan Fischer, Greg Schafer;      
Sun.  17th  - Will Myers 
 

Adults:  Tracy Sterner (#1),  Shane Wee (#2),   
   David Roe (#3),  Corey Moseng (#4) 
 
PA Operator:   Jonathan Olson                        Video Camera Op.:  Gary Morken 
 

Altar Care:   Anne Isaackson,  Joyce Warnke 
 

Counting:   schedule not yet determined. 
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Live your lives 
rooted and 
strengthened in 
Jesus,  
 

Encouraged in 
the faith just as 
you were 
taught, 
 

Overflowing  
with gratitude. 
  

— Colossians 2:6-7 


