Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
February 1, 2026
Christ Lutheran Church, Cottonwood, Minnesota

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church. We are grateful to God you
are here. We pray that you will feel the Spirit and welcome of this faith
community, and we look forward to seeing you again!

“Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are
those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the
weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those
who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In
baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this

countercultural way of living and serving.”
(Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2025)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
WORDS OF WELCOME
P: This is the day that the Lord has made,

All: let us rejoice and be glad in it.

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS “Jesus Loves Me”




OPENING WORDS OF FAITH from Psalm 15
P: O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
All: Who may dwell on your holy hill?

P: Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, who do not slander with
their tongue,

All: and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a reproach against their
neighbors;

P: those who honor those who fear the Lord;
All: those who do these things shall never be moved.

GATHERING HYMN “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” ELW# 708
(For the music today, the words will appear on the screens. The words with the musical
notes are printed in the red “ELW” book under the chair in front of you.)

Please rise in body or spirit.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All are invited to make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, 1 one God, who makes all things new, whose
mercy endures forever.
All: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy One, source of our renewal,

All: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away
from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be
reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things |
now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of T

Christ our Savior.
All: Amen.



GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Holy God,
All: you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son Son, Jesus Christ and Lord. Amen.

MISSION POSSIBLE SINGS “History Makers”

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8
'Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let
the hills hear your voice. “Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with
his people, and he will contend with Israel. **O my people, what have I done to
you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! “For I brought you up from the
land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. >0 my people, remember now what King
Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the
Lord.”

%“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will the
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?



Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin
of my soul?” *He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?

L: Word of God, Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
"For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. "For it is written, “I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart.” **Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
believe. *For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, ’but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, *but to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. *For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. *°Consider your own call,
brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; *God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, *’so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. *°He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *'in
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L: Word of God, Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” ELW page 151
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

'"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. *Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

*“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *“Blessed
are those who mourn, for theg/ will be comforted. *“Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth. ™‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. "“Blessed are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy. ““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. *“Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. '*“Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. ''“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. *Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

P: The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated.
MESSAGE Pastor Janel Kuester
HYMN OF THE DAY “Let Justice Flow like Streams” ELW# 717

Please rise in body or spirit



THE PROFESSION OF FAITH — THE APOSTLES’ CREED

All: 1 believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The congregation responds to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

Please be seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

OFFERING AND MUSIC
Besides giving through the offering plate,
you can also give electronically by either visiting
www.christcottonwood.org and setting up

a one time or recurring gift or by snapping on the
OR Code to the right.

Please rise in body or spirit.



OFFERTORY PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams
in the desert. Through these gifts, may we bless our missions, our community,
our world and may we rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom.

All: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

Please be seated.

Anyone who has communed elsewhere is welcome to commune here.
Those who do not yet commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten-free bread are available upon request.

Please come forward at the invitation of the ushers to receive communion while
kneeling or standing at the altar rail, then return to your seats via the side aisles.
If you prefer to receive communion at your seat, please let the ushers know.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW# 461
“Bread of Life from Heaven” ELW# 474

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the
beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

SENDING
God sends us in mission to the world

SENDING BLESSING
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your

heart for praise T bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “When the Poor Ones” ELW# 725
SENDING WORDS
L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgy pieces from Sundays and Seasons © Augsburg Fortress.
Scripture readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ
in the USA.



This Week’s Calendar

Today, Sunday, February 1: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
9:00 am  Preschool Sunday School
9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion and Children Singing in
Worship

Wednesday, February 4:
2:00 pm  Fieldcrest Communion Service
2:45pm  West Prairie Apartments Communion Service
6:00 pm  Mission Possible Service Project Night
7:00 pm  Confirmation Lesson Night

Sunday, February 8: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
9:00 am  Preschool Sunday School
9:30am  Worship

— Thank You For Serving This Sunday, February 1, 2026 —
Ministers: The People of Christ Lutheran Church
Pastor: Pastor Janel Kuester
Assisting Minister: Ben Dempcy
Ushers: Pete Lavin, Jeremy Maronde, Brian Velde, Heather Velde, Kendra
Velde, Morgan Velde
Musician: Krishana Dempcy
Acolyte: Kendra Velde
Communion: Liam Geihl, Hope Norgaard, Heather Velde, Christine
Wiatrowski, Greg Golberg
PA: Ryan Fromm and Corey Moseng
Video: Gary Morken and Conner Moseng
Altar Care: Anne [saackson and Nancy Kremin
Counters: Dave Neuman and Chris Stevens
Clothed With Love: Tori Praus
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MEETING

Annual Meeting Notice: The Annual Congregational Meeting of Christ
Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, February 15, 2025, following our
9:30 a.m. worship service (backup date will be February 22).

The Nominating Committee is at work. Please pray for their tasks and
prayerfully consider any of the open positions listed below:

@ Christian Education Committee

Paper copies of the Annual Report are available for pickup after worship today.
Check your emails for the electronic version.

g ws W W Lent 2026 - Calling Dramatic Readers! _ _ '
r A & 4\Vould you be interested in sharing your dramatic reading gifts at
one of the Wednesday Lenten services? Pastor Janel is gathering a
list of readers together now, so please let her know of your
willingness. Two readers per week as we share Old Testament
and New Testament stories. The readings will be provided. Experience is not

final criteria — only desire!

Caring Bridge for Pastor Charles Jackson

We are asking for prayers for Pastor Charles Jackson
(married to Jonathan Olson's sister, Anita), who was
hit by a moto bike in Cambodia this past weekend. He
has been in Cambodia with students from Canadian
Lutheran Bible Institute (CLBI) in Canada for the past
few weeks. Pastor Charles and Anita serve with World
Mission Prayer League in Canada. A Caring Bridge page has been set up so you
can read more there. You can find his Caring Bridge site link on the Church
Facebook page.
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i
&0'9 Look for the basket in the Lakeside Room.

: Valentine’s Greeting Cards Fundraiser
-HAPPY.

DR Luther League has a selection of
65‘ Valentine Greeting Cards
for children, adults, wives, couples.

Here is how it works:
o Pick a Card or Two or Three, whatever you need
o Free Will Donation for your selection
o Envelope Inside the Front of the Basket

This fundraiser helps to fund the hotel rooms for the annual
Junior High and Senior High Youth Gatherings.
**Also look for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day cards.**

Prairie Conference Assembly

v Sunday, February 22
7 First Lutheran Church
Ve, 12:30 pm Meal
& 2:00 pm Business Meeting

- Christ Lutheran Church has an opportunity for
members to join Pastor Janel at this annual
conference meeting. Let her know of your
attendance.

Offering Envelopes Available TODAY!

//Z“ 1z : As you leave worship today, please pick up

&= ey your 2026 box of Offering Envelopes. If you

exclusively choose to give online, please

. /'//7 i ()///)/'/‘//7 contact the church office to let us know that you

] will not need a box for your household. If you

do not see your box, please let Marian in the
church office or Tracy Sterner know.
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Prayer Requests

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Your prayers are a gift to
those requesting them, and encouragement for one another as we experience
challenges, sorrows, or thanksgivings of any kind.

Health Concerns, as well as Others In QOur Hearts and On Our Minds:
Deb Breyfogle, Morgan Dale, Roman Dove, Diana Bang-Foy,
Pastor Charles Jackson, Lane Larson, John Lenz, Bobby Olson,
Tim Tweet, Ryan Vance, Joyce Warnke

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, hunger, homelessness,
unemployment, and any challenges in their lives. Areas at war: Ukraine and Israel.
For those deployed through the National Guard from Marshall Area.

Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound:
Norm and Faye Myers, Jody Mohr, Donna Neuharth,
Sonny and Ione Olson, Laurie Pickthorn, Steve Pederson,
Margaret Rewerts, June Schwartz

Families of our Congregation:

Marv and Nancy Kremin
Pastor Janel Kuester
Adam, Emmett and Ethan Laleman

Grieving Families: The Family of Jim Runholt

Seminarian: Vicar Katherine (Kit) Mackenzie serving at Our Saviour’s, Canby

Ministry Support:
Mfolozi Circuit and ELCSA, Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in Jamaica, Kikatiti
Secondary School in Tanzania, World Mission Prayer League (WMPL),
Cottonwood Food Pantry, Clothed With Love, Hope Harbor,
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries, Shetek Lutheran Ministries

Christ Lutheran Church Location: 126 Front Street
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 166, Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229
Office Phone and Voice Mail: 507-423-5100
www.christcottonwood.org
Find us on Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN

Pastor Janel Kuester—Cell 651 726 4003; pstrjanel@gmail.com
Office Administrator, Marian Kalass—christlutheran(@christcotton.com
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