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Holy Land Pilgrimage 
 

In just a few short days, I will be leaving for a two-week Holy 
Land Pilgrimage.  Almost a year ago now, I was discerning 
my 2023 Continuing Education time when a colleague from 
the Twin Cities sent me a message that lifted up this 
opportunity that I am about to embark upon.  On Sunday 
during worship, you all wished me on my way with a special 
sending blessing.  These are some of the words from the 
Celtic Blessing called ñThe Pathò by Ray Simpson that were 
said: 
 

ñGod be with you whatever you pass. 
Jesus be with you whatever you climb. 
Spirit be with you wherever you stay.ò 

 

I am grateful for you all gathering around me, laying hands 
upon me (or the person closest to me), calling upon the Holy 
Trinity to be with me during the days ahead.  It was a 
beautiful blessing where tears were swimming in my eyes.  If 
you would consider doing so, I would continue to covet your 
prayers throughout the pilgrimage.  On the following pages, I 
am sharing the planned itinerary and a ñguidebookò of 
Biblical references and more details will be emailed out 
separately and some copies will be printed and left on the 
table at the back of the sanctuary.  I simply cannot wait to 
have so many places in the Bible come alive in new ways and 
be able to come back and share with all of you! 
 

I will have the ability for texting while in Israel/Jordan.  As 
long as I have strong internet signal, I will try to post some 
photos to my FaceBook account each evening.  If you have 
not friended me on Facebook, please search PastorJanel 
Kuester (no space) and click that ñFriend Requestò button. 
 

I look forward to being 
able to share stories and 
pictures when I return. 
 

Shalom,  
Pastor Janel 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage Itinerary 
 

Thursday, August 31 ï Depart Minneapolis: Flying 6,505 
miles to Tel Aviv, Israel 
 

Friday, September 1 ï Tel Aviv / Caesarea: On arrival in 
Tel Aviv, we continue to Caesarea for our overnight near the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
 

Saturday, September 2 ï Caesarea-by-the-Sea / Tiberias:  
This morning we visit the seacoast city of Caesarea, where 
Peter preached and where Paul was imprisoned for two years.  
The city was also the residence of Pontius Pilate and the home 
of Philip the Evangelist.  Later we will visit Mount Carmel, 
Nazareth and Cana.  Overnight in Tiberias on the Sea of 
Galilee. 
 

Sunday, September 3 ï Sea of Galilee Area / Tiberias:  
Today we cruise on the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum.  We 
will also visit the Mount of the Beatitudes and Tabgha 
(feeding of the 5,000 and the post-Resurrection appearance to 
the disciples).  This afternoon we will visit Caesarea Philippi, 
the Golan Heights and return to Tiberias in time for dinner 
and our overnight. 
 

Monday, September 4 ï Bet Shean / Jericho / Jerusalem:  
This morning, we drive south through the Jordan Valley to 
Bet Shean whose Biblical history covers the Canaanites, the 
Philistines, the Romans and the Byzantines.  Later, we 
continue to Jericho where we will renew our baptismal 
promises at the Jordan River and visit the excavated tel of the 
ruins of ancient Jericho.  Then, we ñgo up to Jerusalemò for 
our dinner and overnight. 
 

Tuesday, September 5 ï Bethlehem:  Today we travel to 
Bethlehem where we will visit the Basilica, 
the Grotto of the Nativity and Shepherdôs 
Field.  Our afternoon program includes the 
Holocaust Museum (Yad Vashem), the Israel 
Museum and Model City.  Overnight in 
Jerusalem. 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage Itinerary cont. 
 

Wednesday, September 6 ï Mount of Olives / Mount 
Zion / Old City of Jerusalem:  During our morning tour on 
the Mount of Olives we visit the Church of the Ascension, the 
Church of the Pater Noster, the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
the Church of All Nations.  Then, crossing the Kidron Valley 
to Mount Zion, we pass the Tombs of Absalom and 
Zechariah.  Here we visit the Church of St. Peterôs in 
Gallicantu (Caiaphasô House) and the Upper Room. This 
afternoon we enter the Old City via the Dung Gate to visit the 
Western Wall and its tunnelséone of the most popular tourist 
sites in Jerusalem. These underground tunnels connect the 
western wall prayer area to the northwest side of the temple 
mount, passing along the side of the temple mount and under 
the present day houses in the Old City. Along its path are 
remains from the second temple period, as well as structures 
from later periods.  The experience of walking along the 
tunnels is like taking a time machine back to the time of the 
second temple. Overnight in Jerusalem. 
 

Thursday, September 7 ï Jerusalem (the Via Dolorosa): 
Our tour of Jerusalemôs Old City includes:  the remains of the 
City of David, the Western Wall, a view of the Dome of the 
Rock, St. Stephenôs Gate, St. Anneôs Crusader Church with 
the Pool of Bethesda, the Via Dolorosa, the Arch of Ecce 
Homo, Pilateôs Judgment Hall, the Lithostrotos and the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Overnight in Jerusalem. 
 

Friday, September 8 ï Masada / Dead Sea / Qumran / 
Aqaba, Jordan:  This morning we travel through the Judean 
wilderness to the Qumran Caves, the site where the 
community of Essenes lived and recorded the books of the 
Old Testament. We then visit the shore of the Dead Sea, 
possibly to float in its mineral-rich waters en route to Masada, 
where we will visit the remarkable ruins of the fortress built 
by Herod the Great.  Later this afternoon, we will cross the 
border into Jordan for dinner and overnight in Aqaba on shore 
of the Red Sea. 
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Saturday, September 9 ï Wadi Rum / Petra:  Today we 
tour Wadi Rum by jeep ï a journey to another world.  It is a 
vast, silent place, timeless and starkly beautiful, and is one of 
Jordanôs and the worldôs most stunning desertscapes.  It is 
probably known best for its connection with the British 
officer, T. E. Lawrence, who was based here during the Great 
Arab revolt of 1917, and is the setting for the film that carried 
his name, ñLawrence of Arabia.ò  In the late afternoon we will 
arrive in the Rose Red City of Petraéone of the most 
important, ancient Arab kingdoms, whose history goes back 
as far as the Middle Paleolithic period and forward to the days 
of the Crusades and Saladin.  Overnight in Petra. 
 

Sunday, September 10 ï Petra / Amman:  Our morning 
visit of the Rose Red City of Petra might just be one of the 
highlights of the entire trip.  It can only be reached through a 
narrow siq, flanked by towering cliffs. Following our late 
lunch, we will continue to Amman, the Captial of Jordan. 
 

Monday, September 11 ï Mt. Nebo / Jerash / Amman:  
This morningôs journey takes us north to Mt. Nebo where, like 
Moses, we look across the Jordan River. In the early afternoon 
we visit Jerash, a Greco-Roman city, with its temples to 
Artemis and Zeus, a vast Roman Forum, Hadrianôs Triumphal 
Arch, an impressive Theater, and a mile-long Street of 
Columns. Overnight in Amman. 
 

Tuesday, September 12 ï Amman: This morning begins 
with a tour of Amman ï the modern center of the ancient 
world.  Here we will find Roman ruins built over Iron Age 
ruins, and a later Arab Citadel which includes the Temple of 
Hercules and a Byzantine Church.  This afternoon we will 
visit the Desert Castle with its beautiful examples of early 
Islamic art and architecture.  This evening we enjoy our 
farewell dinner before transferring to the airport to board our 
overnight flight back to the USA. 
 

Wednesday, September 13 ï Washington D.C. / 
Minneapolis 
 

Thursday, September 14 ï Return back to Cottonwood 
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Worship With Us 
§ In person on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
a.m. 

§ Each week, the service is converted to 
a YouTube link.  Check the churchôs 
FaceBook page at ñChrist Lutheran 
Church Cottonwood, MNò on Sunday 
afternoons or on the website at 
www.christcottonwood.org for the weekly worship link.  You 
could also follow our YouTube channel at ñChrist Lutheran 
Church, Cottonwood, MNò 

§ If you would like a copy of the worship service on DVD, 
please contact the church office.  We make several every 
week. 

 
 
 

Worship Schedule: 
 
Sun, Sept 3 - Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, Sept 10 - Worship 
Sun, Sept 17 - Worship with Holy Communion and 3 yo 
Welcome to Sunday School Milestone Ministry 

Sun, Sept 24 - Worship with Everett Merkins Baptism and 
Teacher Installation 

 
Sun, Oct 1 - Worship with Holy Communion and 2nd Grade 
Milestone Ministry - Spark Bibles and Small Catechism; 
Children sing in worship 

Sun, Oct 8 - Worship 
Sun, Oct 15 - Worship with Holy Communion and 4 yo 
Milestone Ministry Prayer Books 

Sun, Oct 22 - Worship 
Sun, Oct 29 - Reformation Sunday Worship and 2 yo Milestone 
Ministry Prayer Books 

 
Sun, Nov 5 - All Saints Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
and Memphis Horejsi Baptism 

Sun, Nov 12 - Worship 
Sun, Nov 19 - Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, Nov 26 - Christ the King Worship 

http://www.christcottonwood.org
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All Saints Day Worship Service ï 
November 5th 
 

The Sunday of November 5 is the 
time of the year when we celebrate 
All Saints Day at Christ Lutheran 
Church.  For many people, it is one of 

the most moving worship services in the church year.  
Through our Lutheran tradition, we understand a ñsaintò is not 
someone who is or was perfect, but someone who through the 
waters of baptism has been claimed by God and made perfect 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  It is a day where 
we remember and thank God for all saints, both for those 
whose earthly life has ended and for those still living in their 
baptismal promise. 
 

Part of our worship tradition for All Saints Day at Christ 
Lutheran is to honor those members of this faith community 
who have died.  As people arrive for worship you can write 
down the name of someone in your life that has entered their 
eternal life, but had a significant impact on your faith, 
someone who let the light of Christ shine through you, a saint 
you would like to remember.  The names that are shared will 
be read during the service and candles will be lit to remember 
the departed loved ones.  You can also contact the church 
office by phone or email anytime during that week to add 
names to the list. 
 

We will also celebrate all the new saints in our midst ï those 
who have been baptized in the past year.  We recognize that 
these young people will have the opportunity to play a major 
role in the lives of those around them as they grow in faith. 
 

Please join us on this very special day to honor the memory of 
our loved ones who have joined the church triumphant, and to 
remember the impact we have on one another as we grow in 
faith together.   
 

Worship is at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 5th. 
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Back-to-School Carnival Event 
 

Oh the joy! Thank you to all of our 
volunteers who helped at the Back-to-
School Carnival. Thank you to those 
who attended. Thank you for all of 
the donations for the Lakeview 
Backpack program. Much fun and 
fellowship was had by many.  
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Thank You 
Donations were collected for the Lakeview Schools Backpack 
Program.  This was part of the Back-to-School Fundraiser.  
Besides the donations you see here, over $250 was collected. 

More Thank Yous 
 

A thank you from Doug and Joyce Warnke: 
ñThank you for the hot dishes to help feed our family as we 
grieve my sister, Betty Lovsness.  What a blessing when you 
have so many to feed.ò 
 

A thank you from Pastor Janel: 
ñThank you for the loving care, the prayers, the meals and all 
the ways you helped to make my recovery time following the 
unexpected kidney stone surgery easier.  So very grateful.ò 

Stories in the Park 
 

We had a blast reading stories in the park 
this summer.  See you next year! 
 
 


