September
2019
Newsletter

** Sunday Morning Praise and Worship at 9:30 **
— Fellowship and Refreshments
Before and After Worship

Worship on Cottonwood Cable Access Channel 180:
Sunday 10:45 am (approx.) and Monday 4:30 pm
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September 1 – Worship at 9:30 a.m.
September 8 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with
Holy Communion and God’s Work. Our
Hands. Day of Service
September 15 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Holy Communion and
Welcome to Sunday School for Three Year Olds; Installation of
Teachers and Helpers
September 22 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. with Milestones Ministry
Presentation of Bibles to 2 year olds, Second Graders, and First
Year Confirmation Students
September 29 – Worship at 9:30 a.m.

September Worship Assistants
Ushers: Captain—Pete Lavin, Kevin Arneson, Bev Isaackson,
Larry Isaackson, David Roe, Brian Velde, Heather Velde,
Garrett Wee
Acolytes: 1st: Tyden Marczak 8th: Braylon Breyfogle
15th: Whitney Lundberg 22nd: Landon Teske
29th: Open
Deacons and Communion Assistants:
Youth: 8th: Breckin Marczak. Kiegan Marczak
15th: Open
Adults: Corey Moseng, David Roe, Shane Wee, Christine Wiatrowski
PA Operator: Jonathan Olson, Chad Gregoire
Video Camera Oprator: Greg Isaackson, Jon Myrvik
Altar Care: Karen Berg, Sandy Boehne
Counting: Jason Fischer, Linda VanUden
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Worship Activity Bags

Items to be on the lookout as you are shopping!
Crayons
Pencils with erasers
"Magic Slates" (that erase when you lift up the plastic film)
Small clipboards
Paper shapes that could be traced or decorated
Pipe cleaners to twist into shapes
Blank greeting cards and envelopes for making a card for
someone
Old-fashioned Clothespins to make "people" by drawing a face
on the knobs
Small books about faith stories of things to look for in the
sanctuary
Small books of mazes
Finger labyrinths

Would someone be interested in tending to this
important ministry each week to make sure our
young worship participants have something to do
and look at while in worship?

Sign up for AED training: Christ Lutheran was gifted an
AED Heart Defibrillator that will be hung outside the
sanctuary doors near the elevator very soon.
If you are interested in being trained on how to use the
equipment, there is a sign up sheet available at the table at the
back of the sanctuary.
3

School Senior Quilt Coordinator
Another school year is upon us and some of those students
will this coming spring make their walk across that
graduation stage.
A long standing tradition here at Christ Lutheran has been
to have High School Senior Quilts made for each student.
Karen Geihl has coordinated this program for several years
and has decided it is time for someone else to take over the
coordination. Is this person you? Call or email the church
office to let us know:
507
423
5100;
christlutheran@christcotton.com
Thank you, Karen, for your years of coordinating the
completion of many high school senior quilts!
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Cottonwood Area

“The Cottonwood Area Food Pantry is off to a generous start, states
Kris Holm.
Six families were served on the first two Thursdays that the Pantry
was open. One of those weeks we gave the ingredients for two meals:
homemade tomato soup and grilled cheese sandwiches; and chicken,
cheese and refried bean quesadillas with Spanish rice. We are
offering the recipes and all the ingredients to make the meals.
In addition, we offer cereal, canned fruits, and vegetables. Someone
donated sweet corn that delighted guests, and someone donated farm
fresh eggs which we felt good about adding to the bags.
We offer food to feed a family for two days. Guests can visit the
pantry once a month. We are using recipes that use the ingredients
that have been donated in order to make good use of our resources,
and families have seemed pleased to receive a recipe and everything
needed to prepare that meal.
Our Christ Lutheran serving at Lake Park Market was a wonderful
boost. The money raised will allow us to buy what we need to fill in
gaps.
The Pantry is open the second and fourth Thursdays of each month
from 5-7 pm., and is located in the south end of the Senior Citizens
building (across from laundromat).
Our committee has members from three Cottonwood churches. We
would welcome more volunteers to be on the rotation for working
while guests are coming. A sheet with dates will be in the back of the
sanctuary for you to sign if you are interested in this type of service.
An experienced volunteer will work with everyone the first time to
demonstrate how we give out meals.
During the citywide garage sales on September 19-21 we are having
a sale to benefit the Pantry. If you have one or two items that were
headed for the thrift shop, we would be happy to receive them. We
ask that items be clean and priced, if possible. No clothing, please.
We will donate all leftovers. Call Kris Holm, 507-828-0578, if you
would like items picked up.
Thank you to all who have supported the Pantry in so many ways.”
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Sunday School
The Preschool Sunday School program for Pre-K (3-5 year
olds) uses a variety of lessons with music and story on Sunday
mornings from 9:00-9:25 a.m. All children must be 3 years old by
September 1, 2019, in order to enroll in classes. This is a free
program for all preschoolers – members of the church or not.
Sunday morning Sunday School Preschool Classes run from
Sunday, September 15, 2019 - Sunday, April 5, 2020, from 9:00 9:25 a.m.
Sunday School registration forms have been mailed. If you did
not receive one, please contact the church office at 507.423.5100 or
christlutheran@christcotton.com. Forms will also be available on
the first Sunday of Sunday School, September 15.
The Sunday Morning Inclement Weather Policy is as follows:
If church is CANCELED due to weather, there will be no Sunday
School.
*************************************

See more details about Mission Possible and
Sunday School on the following pages in this
newsletter…
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Mission Possible
Mission Possible is for students currently in Kindergarten
through Sixth Grade. This is a free program for all children –
members of the church or not. Mission Possible is an innovative,
intuitive faith formation program designed to get students excited
about God’s Love. The curriculum is Bible-centered, encouraging
kids to open the Scriptures and explore stories from the Old and
New Testament through a variety of age-appropriate activities that
engage students in all the different ways they learn.
Wednesday evening Mission Possible Classes run from
Wednesday, September 11, 2019 (Orientation night) - Wednesday,
April 15, 2020, from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Mission Possible registration forms have been mailed. If you did
not receive one, please contact the church office at 507.423.5100 or
christlutheran@christcotton.com. Forms will also be available on
the Orientation Night for students and parent(s) to attend at 6:00
on Wednesday, September 11.
The Wednesday Night Inclement Weather Policy is as follows:
If Lakeview School District is CLOSED or after-school activities
are CANCELED, there will be no Mission Possible.
*************************************

See more details about Mission Possible and
Sunday School on the following pages in this
newsletter…
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2019-2020 Mission Possible Schedule
Date
Wed, Sept 11
Wed, Sept 18
Wed, Sept 25
Wed, Oct 2
Wed, Oct 9
Sun, Oct 13
Wed, Oct 16
Wed, Oct 23
Wed, Oct 30
Wed, Nov 6
Wed, Nov 13
Wed, Nov 20
Wed Nov 27
Wed, Dec 4
Wed, Dec 11
Sun, Dec 15
Wed, Dec 18
Wed, Dec 25
Wed, Jan 1
Wed, Jan 8
Wed, Jan 15
Wed, Jan 23
Sun, Jan 26
Wed, Jan 29
Wed, Feb 5
Wed, Feb 12
Wed, Feb 19
Sun, Feb 23

Mission Possible 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Orientation – Meet Your Teachers
Lesson Old Testament - Moses
Lesson Old Testament – Naomi & Ruth
Service Project
Game Night
Sing in Worship at 9:30 a.m.
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – MEA Week
Lesson – Old Testament – Psalm 23
Lesson – Old Testament – Fiery Furnace
Service Project
Game Night
Live Nativity Practice
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Thanksgiving
Live Nativity Practice
Live Nativity Practice
Live Nativity Songs shared in worship at 9:30 a.m.
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break
Lesson – New Testament – John the Baptist
Lesson – New Testament – 4 Friends
Service Project
Sing in Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Game Night
Lesson – New Testament - Zacchaeus
Lesson – New Testament – Jesus Feeds 5,000
Service Project
Sing in Worship at 9:30 a.m.

2019-2020 Mission Possible Schedule, continued next page
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continuation,

Wed, Feb 26
Wed, Mar 4
Wed, Mar 11
Wed, Mar 18
Wed, Mar 25
Wed, Apr 1
Sun, Apr 5
Wed, Apr 8
Wed, Apr 15

2019-2020 Mission Possible Schedule
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Ash Wednesday Worship
at 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson;
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson;
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson;
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson;
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by Lesson;
Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday Procession & Sing in Worship in
Worship at 9:30 a.m. Service
NO MISSION POSSIBLE – HOLY WEEK
Game Night – Last Night

2019-2020 Sunday School Schedule
Date
Sun, Sept 15
Sun, Oct 20
Sun, Dec 1
Sun, Dec 15
Sun, Dec 22
Sun, Dec 29
Sun, Apr 5
Sun, Apr 5

Sunday School 9:00-9:25 a.m.
Special Sundays Schedule
Sunday School Begins 9:00-9:25 a.m.
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – MEA
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Thanksgiving
Live Nativity Songs shared in worship at 9:30 a.m.
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Xmas Break
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Xmas Break
Sunday School Ends for program year
Palm Sunday Procession in Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Service
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Confirmation Schedule for 2019-2020
The 2019-2020 Confirmation Program begins on
Wednesday, September 11, at 7:15 p.m. in the Social Hall
on the lower level.
This Parent/Student meeting will also include acolyte
training and communion server training, filling out
registration materials, discussing mentors, and answering
your questions.
See more details about Acolyte Training and Communion
Assisting Training on the following pages in this
newsletter…
Inclement Weather Policy
If Lakeview Schools are CLOSED or after-school activities
are CANCELLED, there will be NO CONFIRMATION.
*Schedule is subject to change.

Wed, Sept 11

Event*
Parent/Student Meeting/ Acolyte Training &
Communion Serving Training**

Wed, Sept 18

Bible Basics/Overview of NT

Wed, Sept 25

John the Baptist: The Rustic Herald

Wed, Oct 2

Centurion: The Roman Convert

Wed, Oct 9

Fields of Faith Concert - Marshall

Wed, Oct 16

NO CONFIRMATION – Fall School Break

Wed, Oct 23

Mentor Week

Wed, Oct 30

Sheep: The Innocent Wanderers

Wed, Nov 6
Wed, Nov 13

Simon Peter: The Ernest Blockhead
Syrophoenician Woman: The Mama Bear

Wed, Nov 20

Mentor Week

Nov 22-Nov 23

Overnight Confirmation Retreat - Willmar

Date

2019-2020 Confirmation Schedule, continued next page
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continuation, Confirmation

Schedule 2019-2020

Wed Nov 27

NO CONFIRMATION – Thksgvg Break

Wed, Dec 4

Mary & Martha: The Bickering Sisters

Wed, Dec 11

Mary Magdalene: The Unsung Apostle

Wed, Dec 18

Christmas Caroling with St. Mary’s

Wed, Dec 25

No Confirmation – Christmas Break

Wed, Jan 1

No Confirmation – Christmas Break

Wed, Jan 8

Martin Luther

Wed, Jan 15

Martin Luther

Wed, Jan 23

Martin Luther

Wed, Jan 29

Mentor Week

Sat, Feb 1

All Day Retreat – The Lord’s Prayer

Wed, Feb 5

Thomas: The Zealous Fool

Wed, Feb 12

Saul/Paul: The Relentless Evangelist

Wed, Feb 19

Lydia: The Wealthy Philanthropist
NO CONFIRMATION – Attend 7 pm Ash
Wednesday Worship and meet with Mentor

Wed, Feb 26
Wed, Mar 4
Wed, Mar 11
Wed, Mar 18
Wed, Mar 25
Wed, Apr 1
Wed, Apr 8

NO CONFIRMATION these weeks during
Lent:- Attend 7 pm Lenten Worship
(February 26-April 1). Meet with Mentor
to discuss your Lenten devotional book.
Maundy Thursday is April 9 and Good
Friday is April 10.

Wed, Apr 15
Wed, Apr 22

World Religions

Wed, Apr 29

World Religions

Wed, May 6

End of Year Wrap up
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2019-2020 Milestone Dates

Milestone Dates – MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sun, Sept 15 – 9:30 a.m
3 Year Old Welcome to Sunday
Worship
School – to receive Prayer Pillows
and Books

Sun, Sept 22 – 9:30 a.m.
Worship
Sun, Oct 13 - 9:30 a.m.
Worship
Sun, Oct 27 – 9:30 a.m.
Worship
Sun, Jan 12 – 9:30 a.m.
Worship
Thurs, Apr 9 – 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
Worship
Sun, May 10 – 9:30 a.m.
Worship

10:30 following worship 2nd Grade
Spark Bible Instruction Class
2 Year Olds, 2nd Graders, and
1st Year Confirmation Students
receive Bibles
4 Year Olds to receive Prayer Book
2nd Graders receive Small
Catechisms and Affirmation of
Baptism Sunday (Confirmation)
Remembrance of Baptism (all who
were baptized since the last Baptism
of the Lord Sunday)
First Communion celebrated for 5th
Graders (first communion classes to
be scheduled)
Baccalaureate & Quilts received for
graduating High School Seniors

— Continued On Next Page —
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2 Year Olds to Receive Spark
Story Bibles
Two Year Olds will receive their Spark
Story Bibles in worship on Sunday,
September 22, during the 9:30 a.m.
worship service.
**If your child was inadvertently missed
previously, please contact the church office
to get your child added to the list.

Second Graders to Receive Spark
Bibles . . . following Bible
Introduction Class
Sunday, September 15, following the
9:30 a.m. worship service, you and your
parent(s) are invited for a Bible
Introduction Class.
Second Graders will be receiving their
new Milestone Ministry Spark Bibles in
worship on Sunday, September 22.
**If we inadvertently missed a Second Grader in the previous
years, please contact the church office to get your child added
to the Bible Class list.

1st Year Confirmation Students to
Receive Bibles
Sunday, September 22, at the 9:30 a.m.
worship service, the first year confirmation
students will receive their Lutheran Study
Bible.
**If your student was mistakenly missed
in a previous year, please contact the
church office to be added to the list.
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Acolyte Training for 5th and 6th Graders
will take place on Sunday, September
29, following worship.
We will meet in the sanctuary.
This is for all students in these two grades
and a parent/guardian to attend.
You will have the opportunity to sign up
for Sundays to acolyte at this training.
Acolyte Training for 7th Graders will take place on
Wednesday, September 11, at the 7:15 p.m. Confirmation
Parent/Student Meeting.
You will meet in the Social Hall on the lower level.
You will have the opportunity to sign up for Sundays to
acolyte at this training.

Communion Assisting Training for
8th and 9th Graders will take place on
Wednesday, September 11, at the 7:15
p.m Confirmation Parent/Student
Meeting.
You will meet in the Social Hall on
the lower level.
This is for all students in these two
grades and a parent/guardian to attend.
You will have the opportunity to sign up for Sundays to assist
with communion at this training.
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Confirmation Mentor
If you have been a confirmation mentor in the past, we thank
you for your gracious friendships and sharing of faith. Please
consider continuing your confirmation mentoring for this
coming year or starting with a student who will need a
mentor this year.
There will be two training sessions offered in October (you
only need to attend one) to help all mentors (new and
returning) feel prepared to enter into this holy time with
these students.
Tuesday, October 15, 7:00pm –
Mentor Training Option 1
-ORSunday, October 20, following
worship – Mentor Training
Option 2
The first Mentor evening is
Wednesday, October 23.

Teacher and Helper Installation Sunday
September 15
Mission
Possible,
Sunday
School,
and
Confirmation helpers . . . will be installed on
Sunday, September 15, at the 9:30am Worship
Service.
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Day – September 8th
In just a short time we will again participate in the ELCA-wide
day of service called, “God’s Work. Our Hands.” On Sunday,
September 8th, we will gather for worship and the meal of Holy
Communion at 9:30 a.m. and then disperse to various parts of the
building or beyond to serve God and neighbor in several ways. In
other words, we will “BE THE CHURCH IN ACTION.”
In the season of football, perhaps it is helpful to consider the
metaphor of “breaking the huddle.” At 11:30 we will gather once
again in the sanctuary to reflect on our activities and end our
worship service with prayer, concluding by noon.
As we have done in the past, we will help in the community with
clean-up projects and assisting with yardwork.
We will also be sorting clothes for Hunter’s Helping Hands,
and perhaps building shelves in the rooms where the clothing is
stored.
We will be delivering Weekend Backpack Program food that
has been collected to Lakeview Schools. (See list of items to
donate provided on another page in this newsletter.)
We will bring a worship service to the residents of Fieldcrest.
We will have cardstock hand cutouts that can be decorated
and written on that can later be shaped into a wall design for
“God’s Work. Our Hands.”
All ages may choose to decorate the paper bags that will be
used as “Harvest Bags” to give to farmers out in the field.
We hope to create “birthday bags” for the Cottonwood Food
Pantry, (donations welcome including cake mixes, tubs of
frosting, cupcake papers, birthday candles, napkins and small
plates).
There will be opportunities to clean up around our church
building, as well.
Other service activities may be planned, as needed.
This year, there will be an added component of focused
conversation on the topic of service around a cup of coffee for
those who don’t feel able to participate in other ways.
There will be something for every age and ability!
Keep Reading . . . Next Pages!
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September 8

We are hoping to have childcare available for the
very little ones in our midst.
Please plan to join us in worship on September 8th and in the
activities that are planned.
************************

For God’s Work. Our Hands. Day
Lakeview Schools Weekend Backpack Program—See
Shopping List Below
Put under the east bank of windows
in the front entry of the church building
AND
Birthday Bags for the Cottonwood Food Pantry—See
Shopping List On Next Page
Deliver to Gwen Arneson’s office at church
Lakeview Schools Weekend Backpack Program (put in front
entry/east window):
Spaghetti sauce and pasta
Pancake mix and
syrup
Granola bars
Cereal bars
Easy Mac
Ramen noodles,
Ramen cups
Goldfish crackers (in small individual bags)
Animal crackers (in small individual bags)
Fruit cups
Applesauce
Pop Tarts
Mini cereal boxes
Spaghettios
Rice cups
Instant potato cups
Keep Reading . . . Next Page!
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Birthday Bags for the Cottonwood Food Pantry
(bring to Gwen’s office):
Cake mixes
Tubs of frosting
Cupcake papers
Birthday candles
Birthday napkins and paper plates
As you are out grocery shopping and picking up other
items throughout the week, please consider purchasing some
of the things listed on the page before and on this page, to
help us prepare for our God’s Work. Our Hands. Day
projects on September 8th! Thank you for your generous
donations to bless others and spread the joy of Christ Jesus!

Warming Up for the Worship Services this Fall
The first night of choir rehearsal for this new season will be
on Wednesday, September 18th, at 6:30 p.m.
We practice for 45 minutes each Wednesday in the balcony
and would love to welcome those who carry a song in their
heart and enjoy singing in a choir. What a joy it is to be part
of a group that truly breathes together and deeply inhales to
begin the Good News message delivered via melody and
harmony!
Won’t you join us? No auditions required, just a love of
music and the desire to be a part of this ministry!
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Reflections on Twenty Years as a
Synod Vice President
by Gwen Arneson
Below are the words that I shared at the June 2019 Southwestern
Minnesota Synod Assembly held in Redwood Falls. It was a
message shared with some tears – a bittersweet farewell to an
opportunity that has filled my life and my heart and my soul for
twenty years. I never took the position lightly, and I never was
eager to see it end. One of my final acts in this role was to serve as
the Chaplain at our Vice Presidents Gathering for a couple of days
prior to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee at the
beginning of August. I have tried to be a good ambassador for the
work of our SWMN Synod, and am deeply grateful for all those
who work at the “mission center office” of our Synod, and for all
with whom I have shared in ministry and God’s mission all these
years. It was my privilege to serve in this role which is the highest
elected lay role in any ELCA synod (there is no “president” of the
synod as that position is the bishop); to be honored at the
Assembly with the gift video that had been professionally created
around my every day callings; and to have members of my family
in attendance at the Assembly to celebrate that day with me. Here
is my message to the Assembly, and to the faith community of
Christ Lutheran Church:

Synod Vice President’s Report to Synod Assembly
2019
We’ve all had it happen to us out of the blue. An unexpected
phone call, or a letter, or a request for a face-to-face meeting, to
discuss an invitation to serve in some manner. Often the caller
offers a period of time – usually a few days – for the prayerful
consideration and mulling over of the request. Sometimes, as soon
as the phone call ends, or the letter is set upon the desk, or the door
is shut behind the visitor, two small words roll off the tongue,
“Who, me?”
Over the years, I’ve had many such experiences where my initial
reaction has been exactly that.
After worship one Sunday in late August years ago, “Would you
consider being the middle school vocal music teacher, starting in a
couple of weeks?” “Who, me?”
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“Would you be open to serving on the Board of Regents at
Augustana College?” “Who, me?”
“Would you think about serving in a half-time position as the
Lay Pastoral Assistant at Christ Lutheran?” “Who, me?”
And, another phone call out of the blue 20 years ago asking,
“Would you be willing to have your name on the ballot for Vice
President of the SWMN Synod?” “Who, me?”
So many times over the course of our lives we wonder, don’t we,
about whether or not we are qualified or competent to assume a
role or take a new position? “Who… me?”
When others identify in us something we have not even seen or
claimed for ourselves, and when opportunities present themselves
to learn, or grow, or serve, we might initially catch a glimpse of
ourselves in the mirror, puzzled and wondering…who, me?
When we find ourselves thrust into the midst of unthinkable
tragedy or deep pain and needing to look to the very core of our
being for the strength, the words, the presence to offer…who, me?
We perhaps even fall into a similar speech pattern and automatic
response in a communal manner, as well. In our congregations, in
this synod…and as people of God.
We might succumb to the futility of dreaming because,
well….who, us?
We carry the weight of the world’s woes and injustices on our
shoulders and in our hearts, and yet wonder – who us? – feeling
inadequate when looking for ways to address the enormity of the
problems.
As people of God, we hear these words from our Assembly
theme verse: “I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous;
do not be frightened or dismayed for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
As people who love Jesus and hope that our lives will reflect the
light of Christ, we pray that in all we do – in our lives, our
communities, our congregations, our world – God will be glorified.
Who will tell the Story of God’s amazing love for the world? It IS
ME! It IS YOU! It IS US! For such a time as this. As witnesses
from Redwood Falls to the ends of the earth. Side by side,
cheering for each other and encouraging one another all along the
way. Trusting that God is with us wherever we go.
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This 20 years as the Synod Vice President has been one of the
many bright “who, me” spots of my life. It has been life-giving
and a source of much joy. My eyes and heart have been opened,
and my faith has deepened in ways I would have never predicted.
I’m not the same person who began in this role so long ago. There
were mountain peaks and valleys along the way, but, oh, how I will
miss it!
Not only have I felt the support and encouragement of you, my
siblings in Christ in this synod, but I’ve gained a beautiful, lasting,
and amazing network of friends and colleagues in the bigger faith
community across the breadth of this church. Those faithful and
committed people who have sat around the Synod Council tables
and at a host of other meetings have been a blessing to my life. For
all these people I will always, always be thankful.
The next Synod Vice President, Ferman Woodberry, will bring
new gifts and ideas to the table. I wish for him the same rich
experiences and joy that I have had.
I’ve been humbled day after day by the awareness that I couldn’t
do as much as I’d have liked to do because of the constraints of my
other callings. I wished I could have done more. To see up close
and personal, and to hear the stories of all that our synod staff does
– both pastoral and support staff – day in and day out, giving of
themselves to a degree to which not all would be aware, often made
me stand in awe and profound gratitude for their efforts. I hope I
have been a constant champion of the work that is done on our
behalf by these wonderful leaders and staff members.
It has been a delight to serve with Bishops Stan Olson, Paul
Ranum, and Jon Anderson. The respect they have each shown for
this highest elected lay leadership position has been seen across the
ELCA. The collegiality and trust that you, Bp. Jon, have shown to
me in co-presiding at Synod Assembly was an almost unheard of
concept that was noticed by other bishops in other synods, and
eventually adopted in more of them as time has passed. Thank you
for that trust and respect, Jon. I’m deeply grateful.
For the privilege and honor to walk together on this wild faith
adventure with all of you for these 20 years I simply say, thank
you, and thanks be to God!
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Remembering members in our
Christ Lutheran Family of Faith
Baptism: Jakobie Soeun Chheng, son of Allison (Boehne)
and Posy Chheng - August 4
Funeral: Treavor Jon Kroger, son of Bill and Joyce
Kroger - July 20
Wedding: Tanner and Haleigh (Daniels) Alm - August 24

++September Birthdays
Please contact Rhoda at the church office if
you are not on the list or if we have a wrong
date: 507 423 5100;
christlutheran@christcotton.com Thanks!
1 - Keely Huso
2 - Stan Aamodt
2 - Courtney Shresthna
3 - Eric Anderson
3 - Doug Warnke
4 - Karen Geihl
5 - Jasmine Hurt
7 - Erin Eaton-Jones
7 - Barb Evers
7 - Jessica Laleman
7 - Rhoda Schmidt
9 - Dawn Bahn
9 - Shannon Geihl

9 - Shawna Tusberg
13 - Ben Schwarz
14 - Shay Huso
14 - Coyer Olson
14 - Emree Olson
16 - Evelyn Dahl
16 - Audrey Hostetler
18 - Trenton Crain
18 - Kaitlin Fischer
18 - David Johnson
18 - Erik Lundberg
19 - Sara Anderson
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19 - Macey Brower
19 - Marv Christenson
21 - Greg Golberg
22 - Tucker Anderson
22 - Jacob Myers
24 - Mally Javens
24 - JR Klocow
25 - Steph Lundberg
26 - Kim Burton
27 - Tracy Sterner
29 - Quenten Hoehne
30 - Delbert Lange

Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each
month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria
Emphasis. Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org
~~ OR ~~ use the special envelope available at church.

Safe, supported, and free:
Abel’s story
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Reflections on Churchwide Assembly
from Gwen Arneson
It was a privilege to attend this year’s Churchwide Assembly in
Milwaukee, August 5-10, as a voting member. Notice the language
is not “delegate” as in representing some particular group or
agenda, but rather, “voting member.” The Holy Spirit is at work as
members of the whole church gather in Assembly. The Spirit
works in, through, and between the voting members, breathing life
as work is before us.
The voting members came from all across this church –
nominated in and elected in hundreds of local Conference
Assemblies (such as our Prairie Conference) and 65 Synod
Assemblies. Some were from very small congregations with fewer
than 20 worshipers on a Sunday morning, and some were from very
large congregations. The voting members had diverse backgrounds
contextually, ethnically, geographically, socio-economically,
ideologically, and by gender and age. Although different, the
hundreds of voting members were united by their faith in Jesus
Christ and the will to follow and witness to him in our shared Godgiven mission.
This year’s theme was, “We Are Church.” The phrase – a
proclamation, really – is the first of the four principles that
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton spoke of when she was first
elected six years ago: “We are church.” “We are Lutheran.” “We
are church together.” “We are church for the sake of the world.”
There were many things before this Assembly and important
action was taken after respectful, deliberative debate. It really is
something to experience. Prayers were offered at regular intervals
during the plenary sessions to keep us grounded and buoyed in the
decisions before us. Sitting shoulder to shoulder for several days
builds the community and makes visible the multitude of ways we
seek to love and serve God and neighbor. We prayed and sang
together, learned and ate together, worshiped and walked together,
and voted together. Many of the things we voted on were passed
by an overwhelming majority.
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Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton was elected by about 80%
of the vote on the first ballot – the first ELCA bishop to be reelected on the first ballot. On the fifth ballot we elected a new
ELCA Secretary, Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, as we gave thanks for
the ministry and service of the current Secretary of the church, the
Reverend Wm. Chris Boerger, who will retire at the end of
October. (SWMN Bishop Jon Anderson was in the top seven
candidates on the ballot for Secretary, and therefore was one who
addressed the Assembly, answering questions posed to each
candidate.) Others were elected to ELCA Church Council and
boards and committees. I was elected to serve on the ELCA
Committee on Discipline.
It is always tough for anyone who has been at an inspirational
convention or assembly or gathering of any kind to “bring home”
the message, the enthusiasm, the deep meaning of the event in a
manner that conveys all that one would want to share or highlight.
The same holds true for me every time I attend a Synod or
Churchwide Assembly. Many of the decisions made seemed, from
my perspective, to be aspirational in nature. Things that we might
hope to live into as God’s church in the coming days, months, and years.
A particularly poignant moment for me was when an apology was
made by this church body to people of African descent. I heard my
friend, Clarance, from Minneapolis who serves on the ELCA
Church Council read the formal apology through tears, his voice
quivering, and then heard Pastor LaMont Wells respond for the
African Descent Lutheran Association community, reminding the
church – us – that the apology would need “teeth” and actions to be
trustworthy and truly carry weight rather than simply being empty
words and promises. That time in the Assembly action was
powerful for me.
The Assembly renounced racism and white supremacy as sin, and
we will need to live into all that means for us as a church body, as
individuals, and as congregations. We lamented violence caused
by guns, and wept through the singing of “Goodness is Stronger
than Evil.” We voted to commemorate the Charleston Nine on
June 17th, and will observe it as a day of repentance for the racism
that permeates our society. Nearly 800 attendees marched
peacefully almost one mile to the Office of the Department of
Homeland Security to stand with immigrants who seek a better life
and a safe living environment, and against the separation of
families. We support the work of Lutheran Immigration and
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Refugee Services, and the work of AMMPARO (Accompanying
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities). We recognize that, as people of God who listen to
Scripture, we are always called to provide sanctuary for those who
seek it.
We overwhelmingly adopted the latest ELCA Social Statement,
“Faith, Sexism, and Justice.” We recognize that women and girls
have suffered and continue to suffer discrimination and abuse in a
variety of ways in society, institutions, and in our churches, and we
commit to taking steps to change that for the betterment of all.
There was a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the ordination of
women with an amazing and joyful procession at the Friday morning worship service with hundreds of female clergy participating.
The oldest woman pastor in attendance for the procession was 104
years old!
Another highlight for me was the passing of the Declaration of
Inter-Religious Commitment. The ELCA has, throughout its history, been a beacon for ecumenical relationships. We recognize that
there is often much we share in common and can partner to work
together on, even as there are still sticky areas that separate us from
other Christian denominations. As was the case three years ago at
the Assembly in New Orleans, I wept as the Catholic bishop, Denis
Madden, reiterated that he hoped “some day soon” we would be
able to share the Meal of Holy Communion together – Lutherans
and Catholics. The Jewish rabbi who spoke had a powerful message of respect for the ELCA. As he left the stage to a standing
ovation from the Assembly, he was still mouthing the same words
with which he began his speech, “I love you.” Oh, how we need to
carry a similar message into the world around us, eager to show
love to all our neighbors and to find the common ground on which
to stand as we work for the common good of all God’s children.
Our days of the Assembly week were long and full, sometimes
very heavy emotionally, other times joyful. It was a pleasure and a
privilege to be present. All honor and glory and thanks be to God!
[See next page for information about vote taken at the Churchwide
Assembly designating the ELCA as a “sanctuary denomination.”]
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A “Sanctuary Denomination” –
What does this mean?
A couple of weeks ago the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) hosted its triennial Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. During this assembly many votes were taken including
the re-election of ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton to a
second six year term and Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to Office of
Secretary. The common ballot had over one hundred nominations to
vote upon. Many other memorials were voted upon as well as a social
statement called “Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to Action” where
among many recommended actions were to pray, work and advocate
for the experiences of women and girls as they have often been
restricted in realizing abundant life including but not limited to only
experiencing patriarchy and sexism in the forms of harassment, being
underpaid, discrimination, and misogyny based on gender.
Another vote taken at the Churchwide Assembly included the ELCA
being designated as a “sanctuary denomination.” This resolution has
left many asking the good Lutheran question, “What does this mean?”
It is a highly ambiguous self-designation which will require some
work by the three expressions of the church to self-define:
churchwide, synods, and individual congregations. One way to begin
the conversation is to think back to many of our own families and the
countries of origin we have come from. For example, my great
grandmother Otilla came from Denmark on a steamer ship when she
was only in her early teens. How many of our own genealogies have
similar stories in them? Except for those whose ancestors were here
before European settlements or others who were forced to come to the
United States against their will, the ELCA is an “immigrant church.”
Many families have been served by agencies of the ELCA such as the
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), one of the nine
refugee resettlement agencies in the United States.
In its simplest form, becoming a “sanctuary denomination” means
that the ELCA is publicly declaring that walking alongside
immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith. It is “our call to love our
neighbor,” and it is “central to our faith…[it is in our] baptismal
covenant promise to strive for peace and justice in all the
world” (Eaton, 2019). Being a “sanctuary denomination” is first and
foremost about loving our neighbors. We have a broken system
regarding immigration, refugees, and asylum-seekers. Our support
could include working through global partners to alleviate the
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conditions that cause people to migrate and to advocate for humane
treatment of immigrants. We could (individually and corporately)
commit to pray weekly for immigrants and migrants around the globe.
We could contribute financially (individually and corporately) to
AMMPARO (the 2016 ELCA adoption of the strategy to Accompany
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities), LIRS, the Minnesota Council of Churches or Lutheran
Social Service in Minnesota. We could hold safe spaces for
conversations, discussions, and study including but not limited to the
ELCA’s 1998 Social Teaching Statement on Immigration
(www.elca.org/en/faith/faith-and-society/social-messages/
immigration). The options are endless.
As with all memorials, this “sanctuary denomination” memorial
“uses language that includes words like encourage, assist, coordinate,
engage.” It does not use language that includes “require, demand,
expect” (Hazelwood, 2019). It certainly did not call for any illegal
actions to be taken. The Churchwide Assembly did not define what it
means to be a “sanctuary denomination,” but rather requested that the
ELCA Church Council provide guidance.
The Churchwide
Assembly’s declaration that the ELCA is a “sanctuary denomination”
binds only the ELCA Churchwide Organization. The assembly’s
“sanctuary denomination” declaration does not bind congregations or
synods to any actions as a result of the decision and it cannot mandate
or direct any congregation and ministries to respond in specific ways.
Each must work out what this means for our individual contexts.
As the days go forward and we continue to wonder “what does this
mean?,” please know that if you wish to have more conversation
around this memorial of being a “sanctuary denomination” that my
door is open. I have many more resources available to you including
the talking points, the original language of the memorial, and the
background provided to the Assembly by the Memorials Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to be able to attend the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly! This was a great first-time experience for me.
Pastor Janel Kuester
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- Who We Are CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Mission Identity
The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily
 called into God’s new creation,
 empowered by the Spirit, and
 sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ
bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal
and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world

Staff:
Janel L. Kuester, Pastor, 507 423 5100; cell 651 726 4003
pstrjanel@gmail.com
Gwen Arneson, Lay Pastoral Assistant and Organist, 507-423-5100;
cell 612-280-5987; home 507 423-5280 gwenarneson@yahoo.com
Rhoda Schmidt, Office Assistant, 507-423-5100 cell 507-829-1426
christlutheran@christcotton.com
Melanie Olson, Accounting Assistant, 507-530-2064
Melanie.olsen@usbank.com
Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians,
(Jon) 507-828-2401
(Jeannette) 828-2407
jeannette.myrvik@schwans.com
jjmyrvik@charter.net

*When calling the church office and there is no answer,
please leave a message. We check for messages on a frequent
basis.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN
Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org
Mailing Address: PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229
Phones —

Office: 507-423-5100

Synod Website: www.swmnelca.org;
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Kitchen: 423-5118
telephone 507-637-3904

Contact Information
Charles and Anita Jackson
World Mission Prayer League (WMPL)
Office: WMPL Canada:
5408 49th Avenue
Camrose AB T4V 0N7 Canada
Phone Charles: 780 239 6351

Anita: 587 590 9763

E-mail: anitacdn@wmpl.org
Home: 53441 Range Rod 232
Sherwood Park AB
T8A 4V2 Canada
Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran, (July 10, 2019)
Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by
giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you
with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy. (Acts 4:17)
Hello! It has been a very wet spring and beginning of summer for many of
us. Our LORD is good; He has given us rain and He does provide for
us. We rejoice as our joy comes from Him.
Charles and I were able to be at the WMPL Orientation Weeks in
Minneapolis with 5 new candidates for global service (from Canada and
USA). We pray for the LORD of the Harvest to call workers into His
Harvest fields, and He is. The orientation went well and we got to know
the candidates better as we continue to seek God’s will and placements for
some of them.
Thank you for your generous monthly financial support for us and our
work to be the “senders” through World Mission Prayer League. We
gratefully receive these donations knowing that by our LORD’s prompting
He has given and provided what we need and our hearts are filled with joy.
We do enjoy seeing much of your faithful activities and ministries posted
on Facebook. It is encouraging to see how our LORD is using you and
blessing you.
God bless you!
With joy-filled grateful hearts, Anita (& Charles) Jackson, WMPL Canada
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Congregational Leadership 2019
President: Corey Moseng
Vice Pres.: Cal Teske
Secretary:
Susanne Lee
Treasurer: Jeanine Hanson
BOARD OF DEACONS
Kris Holm
Tracy Sterner
Shane Wee, Chair
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Wade Breyfogle, Chair
David Neuman
Jason Fischer
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Michelle Moseng, Chair
Brandy VanWinkle Shawna Tusberg
Stephanie Neuman Shelly Danielson
Deacon Rep—Tracy Sterner
MISSION OUTREACH
Pat Hinz
Amy Jo Remmele
Wendy Fischer
WELCA Rep – Carolyn Olson
Deacon Rep
STEWARDSHIP
Bev Isaackson
Jon Myrvik
Larry Isaackson
Cong. Vice Pres.
WORSHIP
Neil Dovre
Bev Isaackson
Nancy Kremin
Deacon Rep—Kris Holm
Lay Pastoral Asst./Organist/Choir
Director—Gwen Arneson
Pastor Janel Kuester
P.A. COMMITTEE: Chair: Larry

LEAF
Ginny Bossuyt
Darla Morken
Christine Wiatrowski
CEMETERY
Diane Wagner Shawn Myers
Josh Anderson Mike Berglind
Marv Kremin
Gary Morken, Sexton
CHRIST CARE TEAM
Barb Crouse
Rose Wisdorf
Linda VanUden
WELCA Rep – Lisa Varpness
Deacon Rep—Shane Wee
HUNTER’S HELPING HANDS
Jean Dahl
LeeAnn Boehne
Tracy Sterner
Tiffany Teske
Lisa Jones
NOMINATING
Anne Isaackson Kathie Erickson
Sandy Dovre
Tom Hinz
Cong. President – Advisory
Member Only
W-ELCA
President: Open
Vice President: Anne Isaackson
Secretary: Rose Wisdorf
Treasurer: Jean Dahl
ALTAR CARE
Chair: Barb Crouse
Treasurer: Pat Hinz
SENIOR CHOIR
Director: Gwen Arneson
Treasurer: Amy Jo Remmele
LIBRARY: Anne Isaackson
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
COFFEE COORDINATOR

Carolyn Olson

Isaackson
WORLD HUNGER/DISASTER
RESPONSE: Greg and Anne
Isaackson
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