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Worship on Cottonwood Cable Access Channel 180:   
 

Sunday 10:45 am (approx.)  and  Monday 5 pm 

** Sunday Morning Praise and Worship at 9:30 ** 
— Fellowship and Refreshments  

Before and After Worship 

December 2018December 2018December 2018December 2018    

January 2019January 2019January 2019January 2019    
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Hurry Up… 
and Wait!!! 

     Sometimes life feels like the title of this article...“Hurry 
Up….and Wait!”  We scurry about rushing to get to 
appointments, the kids to school in the morning and ourselves 
to get home in the evening and get a meal on the table.  Hurry 
Up and Wait!   
 

     Recently, I have been feeling this frantic-ness increasing in 
my life.  Trying to work with family around everyone’s work 
and travel schedules for the holidays, finalizing my Christmas 
shopping lists and, of course, baking and decorating and 
wrapping gifts.  You know, Hurry Up….and Wait! 
 

     This hurry up and wait mentality is similar to how I 
approach the season of Advent.  Not only is Advent the 
beginning of the church year, but I struggle to make room for 
the season through all of the busy-ness of life and Christmas 
preparations.  I think about how Joseph had to hurry up and 
get to Bethlehem with Mary nine months pregnant on the 
back of a donkey only to have to wait through the laboring 
pains of the Savior to be born in an unknown place.  I think 
about how the shepherds were waiting watching over their 
flocks by night, which ended with them rushing and hurrying 
to go and see, and then to go and tell it on the mountain that 
Jesus Christ was born.  I think about how the Magi were 
hurrying to bring their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
to the newborn babe, but wait they took a wrong turn and 
ended up looking for the King at the palace instead of the 
humble surroundings of the stable.   
 

     My hope is that this year we don’t hurry up Christmas 
without the waiting period of Advent.  How can we remember 
to not miss the Advent season?  What if we choose not to 
place the Jesus figurine in the manger until Christmas Eve 
even though Mary and Joseph may appear to be looking at an 
empty box?      
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     What if we take some moments each week to light one 
more candle in an Advent wreath explaining to our families 
what each of the candles represents?  What if in these days of 
Advent, we wait for God’s Word to come to us in our times of 
wonderment and awe?   
 

     You may have other ideas as well, but wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to expect that in our hurrying something wonderful 
and well-worth waiting for will be arriving soon. 
 

     As I struggle to not be pulled into the hurried pace of 
Christmas preparations like purchasing and wrapping gifts, 
doing my Christmas baking, decorating the house, I will be 
taking some moments for a deep breath and wait for the 
Savior’s birth and sing, “O Come, o come Emmanuel.” 
 

Waiting in anticipation, 
    Pastor Janel KuesterPastor Janel KuesterPastor Janel KuesterPastor Janel Kuester    

     We know that many hands and hearts are working in quiet and 
more public ways to help the ministry of this congregation to 
move in the directions we believe God would desire for it to go.  
Thank you to all of you for the ways in which you are serving the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ through the tasks and volunteering you do 
in our midst.   
 

     This month, we would like to highlight our thanks to Josh 
Anderson for his creation of the cross that was used for the first 
time on All Saints Sunday, November 4th.   
         Thank you so very much to Josh Anderson for creating the 
 beautiful wooden cross that we used for the first time on 
 All Saints Sunday as we filled it with candles of 
 remembrance.  Josh's fantastic woodworking skills were 
 definitely used to the Glory of God!  We will be dreaming 
 of other ways to incorporate this cross into our worship 
 services at times throughout the year.  Thanks, Josh, for 
 your ministry in this amazing way! 

Thank You for Your Part in Our Shared Ministry 
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Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    
 

Janel L. Kuester, Pastor,   507 423 5100;  cell 651 726 4003      
pstrjanel@gmail.com 
 

Gwen Arneson, Lay Pastoral Assistant and Organist, 507-423-5100;   
cell 612-280-5987;  home 507 423-5280      gwenarneson@yahoo.com        
 

Rhoda Schmidt, Office Assistant,  507-423-5100    cell 507-829-1426  
christlutheran@christcotton.com  
 

Melanie Olson, Accounting Assistant,  507-530-2064   
Melanie.olsen@usbank.com  
 

Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians,     
(Jon) 507-828-2401       (Jeannette) 828-2407     
jeannette.myrvik@schwans.com        jjmyrvik@charter.net         
 
 

*When calling the church office and there is no answer, 
please leave a message.  We check for messages on a frequent  
basis. 
 
 

Find us on Facebook:   
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 

 
 

Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org          
 
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229 
 
 
Phones  —     Office:  507-423-5100             Kitchen:  423-5118   
                                                         

 

Synod Website: www.swmnelca.org;     telephone 507-637-3904 

- Who We Are - 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCHCHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Mission IdentityMission IdentityMission IdentityMission Identity    
 

                   The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily 
                         called into God’s new creation, 
                         empowered by the Spirit, and 
                         sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ 
                   bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal 
                   and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world 
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Advent Devotional Booklets for Families with Children, 
and for Adults Available 

 
     Devotional booklets are now available during the season of 
Advent which begins on December 2nd.  Please help yourself to the 
booklet that appeals to your needs as you deepen your prayer and 
meditation time during this holy time set aside as preparation for 
what is to come at Christmas.  The booklets are available at the rear 
of the sanctuary. 
 

     Do you have your Advent wreaths or candles all ready to go at 
home?  There are so many ways to mark 
the weeks leading up to Christmas with 
increasing light through the lighting of 
candles.  Some Advent wreaths are 
elaborate and others are very, very 
simple.  There is no “right” way to 
construct or use an Advent wreath.  
Consider lighting one additional candle 
each week as you use the devotional 
booklets mentioned above or another 
daily devotional resource. 
 
 

Prayers to Accompany the Candle Lighting 
(From Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, @2018) 

 

Week One:  Lord Jesus, we do not lack any spiritual gift as we wait 
for your coming.  Keep us awake and help us use our gifts to serve 
those who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy.  Amen. 
 
 

Advent Plans 
Each week during the 
season of Advent in 
December we will be adding 
to our visual display 
highlighting the Biblical 
texts for each Sunday.  Take 
note of these items as we 
come together for worship 
this Advent.   
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Week Two:  God our shepherd, gather us as lambs in your arms.  
Forgive our sins so that we may rejoice in your coming.  Amen. 
 
 

Week Three:  Lord Jesus, you continue to do great things for us.  
Give us your gift of peace as we await your coming.  Amen. 
 
 

Week Four:  God our Savior, nothing is impossible for you.  
Prepare our hearts to rejoice in your glorious advent.  Amen. 
 
 

Christmas through Epiphany of Our Lord:  Lord God, may your 
Word become flesh through our lives so that we may see him in 
the fullness of his glory.  Amen. 
 

Table Prayers for Advent and Christmas 
  (From Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, @2018) 

 
Week One:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let 
these gifts to us be blest.  Keep us ever in your 
sight; be our joy, our hearts’ delight.  Amen. 
 
Week Two:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let 

these gifts to us be blest.  May there be a goodly share on every 
table everywhere.  Amen. 
 
Week Three:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us 
be blest.  Guide us on the servant’s way; lead us to your dawning 
day.  Amen. 
 
Week Four:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us 
be blest.  Deep within us come to dwell that we might all your 
goodness tell.  Amen. 
 
Christmas through Epiphany of Our Lord:  Come, Lord Jesus, be 
our guest; let these gifts to us be blest.  Every day your praise we 
sing; help us shine the light you bring.  Amen. 
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Sunday School and Mission Possible Christmas Program – 
Sunday, December 16, during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
Watch for more details about arrival times. 
 

 For the program reception following worship, Sunday 
School and Mission Possible families are asked to bring  

      1 dozen cookies per family to   
      share. 
 

** Read more on next page ** 

Dates Mission Possible 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wed, Dec 5 Christmas Program Practice 

Wed, Dec 12 Christmas Program Practice 

Sun, Dec 16 
Christmas Program at 9:30 a.m. Worship Ser-
vice 

Wed, Dec 19 NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break 

Wed, Dec 26 NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break 

Wed, Jan 2 NO MISSION POSSIBLE – Xmas Break 

Wed, Jan 9 Lesson – God Never Gives Up 

Wed, Jan 16 Lesson – Prayer in Response to God 

Wed, Jan 23 Service Project 

Wed, Jan 30 Game Night 

December and January Mission Possible 
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“Christmas A to Z” Mission Possible and Sunday 
School Students’ Christmas Program on  

December 16th at 9:30 am 

     In the coming weeks, our Mission Possible and Sunday School 
students will be preparing for their parts in the Christmas Program 
on Sunday, December 16th during our 9:30 a.m. worship service.  
The program is titled, “Christmas A to Z” and is being led by Jean 
Dahl.   
     The Mission Possible students will begin rehearsing music and 
be assigned spoken parts on Wednesday night, November 28th, and 
will also practice on December 5th and 12th.     
     The younger students in Sunday School on Sunday mornings 
will be practicing their songs at their regular Sunday morning class 
times.   
     Please make every effort to have your children at these 
important practices so they might fully enjoy their participation in 
the Christmas program.   
     If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jean Dahl 
or a member of the Christian Education Committee (Tiffany Teske, 
Michelle Moseng, Steph Neuman, Shelly Danielson, Brandy 
VanWinkle).   

December and January Sunday School Schedule 

Date 

Sunday School  9:00-9:25 a.m. 
Special Sundays Schedule 

Sun, Dec 2 Sunday School 

Sun, Dec 9 Sunday School 

Sun, Dec 16 Christmas Program at 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sun, Dec 23 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Xmas Break 

Sun, Dec 30 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Xmas Break 

Sun, Jan 6 Sunday School 

Sun, Jan 13 Sunday School 

Sun, Jan 20 Sunday School 

Sun, Jan 27 Sunday School 
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December and January Confirmation Schedule 

Date Confirmation – Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Dec 5, 2018 Rahab: The Faithful Opportunist 

Dec 12, 2018 Deborah:  The Exasperated Matriarch 

Dec 19, 2018 Mentor Week* 

Dec 26, 2018 NO CONFIRMATION – Christmas Break 

Jan 2, 2019 NO CONFIRMATION – Christmas Break 

Jan 9, 2019 Samson:  The Raging Prima Donna 

Jan 16, 2019 Holy Spirit 

Jan 23, 2019 Holy Spirit 

Jan 30, 2019 Mentor Week* 

Confirmation One-Day Onsite Retreat 
 

The second retreat will be held onsite at the church on 
Saturday, January 12. The topic will be The Ten 
Commandments.  Times of the retreat will be 
communicated closer to the date.  
 

*Don’t forget Mentor Weeks are December 16-22 and 
January 27-February 2. 
 

Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

“Hang Out Time with Vicki” continues for all 
High School-aged students.  Come and join 
Vicki on Wednesday nights. 
 

“Hang Out Time With Vicki” Schedule 
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December 2 – First Sunday of Advent with Holy Communion at 9:30 
a.m. worship service 
 
December 9 – Second Sunday of Advent with Holy Communion 
worship service at 9:30 a.m.  
 
December 16 – Third Sunday of Advent with ABC Christmas program 
by our Sunday School and Mission Possible students during the 9:30 
a.m. worship service 
 
December 23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent with worship service at 9:30 
a.m. 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy 
Communion at 7:00 p.m.  
 
December 30 – First Sunday of Christmas worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
January 6 – Epiphany of Our Lord worship with Holy Communion at 
9:30 a.m. 
 
January 13 – Baptism of Our Lord Sunday worship with Milestones 
Ministry Remembrance of Baptism at 9:30 a.m. 
 
January 20 – Second Sunday after Epiphany worship service with 
Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. 
 
January 27 – Third Sunday after Epiphany worship service at 9:30 
a.m. 

Worship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . PraiseWorship . . .   and . . . Praise    
Opportunities 

for December and January 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith,  

you are welcome here. 
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     Tucked into the midst of your 
Christmas dinners and gatherings, make 
plans to attend our very special and 
memorable Christmas Eve Candlelight 
worship service with Holy Communion at 
7:00 p.m. on December 24th.   
 
     At the heart of all that we celebrate and 
that brings us together, we remember and 
hold close the story of Jesus’ birth and the 
joy of those who heard the Good News.   
 
     This is the message of Christmas!  
There will be a place waiting for you that 
evening!  

Christmas Eve  

Milestones Ministry – Remembrance of Baptism 
on Sunday, January 13th 

     On Sunday, January 13th we will 
celebrate our Milestones Ministry 
celebration of Remembrance of Baptism 
during our 9:30 a.m. worship service.   
     Every child who has been baptized since 
last January 14th will be presented with a 
Milestones Ministry gift and blessing.   
     We look forward to celebrating this 
important day together in worship! 
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Dear Friends, 
 

An informational meeting about our sanctuary 
seating was held on October 14thafter worship.  
Thank you for input on the sanctuary seating 
project. 
 

At that meeting it was noted that the chairs in our 
pews installed in 1957 are showing a lot of wear.  We share the 
desire to be welcoming to all people without realizing that our 
seating might be problematic for some folks, and in fact, 
unwelcoming. The size of the seats makes it uncomfortable for 
some, forcing them to sit on the front edge of the cushion. Others 
find the distance between the front of the seat cushions and the 
wooden panel with the hymnal racks to be a bit constrictive; it is 
hard to walk past someone who is already seated. 
 

Congregational leadership shared that several seating options were 
considered, including replacing the current individual cushions 
with benches. This option was found to be very expensive.  
 

The task force felt the best option was to recommend replacing the 
current pews with high quality flexible seating – individual 
(interlocking) padded chairs with a book rack under each one.  
 

The chairs would allow us to set up rows of chairs to meet any 
needs for seating flexibility we might have and give more space to 
those who need or wish for it – either in width of seat or distance 
between rows of seats.  
 

The rows of seats would still be close enough to allow for someone 
to grab hold of the back of the chair in front of them, and the 
weight of the chair plus the fact that it is interlocked with the chair 
beside it would make them sturdy and stable to grab on to by those 
who require it for standing and sitting.  
 

The new chairs would also “sit” higher than our existing theater 
seats, making them easier to manage for standing and sitting.   
 

Concerns were raised at the meeting about the work and volunteer 
labor it will take to remove the existing pews. It was shared that a 
good group of younger volunteers would be needed to carry out the 
existing pews.  
 
 

Sanctuary Seating Update 
after Congregational Informational 

Meeting on October 14 
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It has also been suggested we begin advertising the removal of the 
pews early enough so that people who would like the oak wood 
would have the opportunity to make that request before the pew 
removal begins. 
 

After the meeting, concerns were raised about potential stains on the 
carpet from children’s snacks or juice, coffee, or from candle wax 
during the Christmas Eve candlelight service.   
 

The task force met and discussed flooring options and possible ways 
to address this concern. They did ultimately recommend to the 
church council to go ahead with the installation of industrial carpet 
squares similar to the carpet in the Lakeside room. 
 

The church council held a final discussion on the chair order during 
its regular monthly meeting held on October 24th. The members who 
served on the Sanctuary Seating Committee were present at the 
council meeting.  The council agreed to order a total of 270 - 22” 
chairs. About 40 of these will be ordered without book racks to be 
used for special services where extra chairs are needed. The extra 
chairs are stackable when there is no book rack installed under them. 
The company includes two chair dollies to move chairs at no extra 
charge. 
 

The council agreed to take the first $17,000 of expenses out of 
memorial monies that the congregation has received in the past. The 
council invites individuals or families to donate the cost of a chair or 
a few chairs if they would like, as well.   
 

The cost of each chair is slightly more than $50. If you would like to 
donate to the new chair fund, please place any gifts in the offering 
plate with “Chairs” written in the memo line. The entire project is 
estimated to cost about $25,000.   
 

The company said to expect delivery of the new chairs around 
January 28th – February 1st.  It was shared that we may take delivery 
before the existing pews are removed and the new flooring installed.  
This new seating arrangement for Christ Lutheran Church will allow 
us to be much inclusive in our welcome and generous hospitality. 
 

With gratitude and joy for the ministry we share, 
 
 Susanne Lee, Congregational Secretary 
 Jonathan Olson, Congregational President  
  Christ Lutheran Church  
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Notice of  Annual Meeting of Notice of  Annual Meeting of Notice of  Annual Meeting of Notice of  Annual Meeting of     

Christ Lutheran Congregation Christ Lutheran Congregation Christ Lutheran Congregation Christ Lutheran Congregation     

January 27, 2019, after 9:30 am WorshipJanuary 27, 2019, after 9:30 am WorshipJanuary 27, 2019, after 9:30 am WorshipJanuary 27, 2019, after 9:30 am Worship    
    

Please plan to attend.Please plan to attend.Please plan to attend.Please plan to attend.    
    

Jonathan Olson,  Congregational President Jonathan Olson,  Congregational President Jonathan Olson,  Congregational President Jonathan Olson,  Congregational President     

Christ Lutheran Church Christ Lutheran Church Christ Lutheran Church Christ Lutheran Church     

Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  Norah Jean Lux on October 
14, daughter of Tanner and Alyssa (Lund) Lux 
 Brett Parry Bossuyt on November 25, son of Parry 
and Ginny Bossuyt 

Remembering members in ourRemembering members in ourRemembering members in ourRemembering members in our    
    Christ Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of FaithChrist Lutheran Family of Faith    
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This will be the sign over a "food pantry" located inside 
the Cottonwood City Office.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The project is an effort to address food insecurity in 
our community, something that Christ Lutheran Church 
has done for several years by supporting the Lakeview 
School Backpack Program.   
 

     People do not always have transportation to the nearest 
food shelf in Marshall so our congregation's church 
council decided to make staples available within the city 
of Cottonwood.  We started working on this project just as 
the weather turned cold and we couldn't proceed with the 
dream of building something that would be outdoors, so 
our first location will be inside at the City Office.  Perhaps 
in the future we will be searching for a good location for 
an outdoor pantry box on a pole, similar to the "Little Free 
Libraries" or "Blessing Boxes" you might have seen in 
other towns.   
 

     Several local churches have expressed interest in this 
ministry to serve people's needs and we expect to work in 
partnership with other congregations to provide groceries 
for those who need them.   
 

     If you'd like to contribute food, we'll have a box in our 
front entry marked, "Cottonwood Food Pantry.” 

COTTONWOOD CARES AND SHARESCOTTONWOOD CARES AND SHARESCOTTONWOOD CARES AND SHARESCOTTONWOOD CARES AND SHARES    

Take What You Need...Take What You Need...Take What You Need...Take What You Need...    

Leave What You Can...Leave What You Can...Leave What You Can...Leave What You Can...    
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     Christ Lutheran Church has had a long-term 
connection with Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in 
Jamaica. A group of adults and kids went on a 
short term missions project there in 2013, and the 
Luther League went again in 2016. Inbetween 

those trips, members of Christ Lutheran have gone on their own to 
help where needed.  
 

     During the trip in 2016, Robin’s Nest directors Kevin and Janet 
Krusmark were asked about the possibility of bringing a group of 
adults there in the winter. Kevin mentioned the huge impact that 
Robin’s Nest has on the community. Many people live in shacks, 
so it would be great if a small group of adults could come and build 
a house for a family there.  
 

     We are looking for a small group of 6 or 7 to come stay at 
Robin’s Nest while building the house. The materials for the house 
are estimated at $4500, and Kevin is confident that the house we 
would be building could be done in one short week. Obviously, the 
house we would be building would be quite different than what we 
are used to, but it will be very special for a family to have a house 
they can call their own.  
 

     The week has now been scheduled!  
The dates are March 26 – April 1, 2019.  

 

     Right now, four people have confirmed that they are going. 
Does this trip interest you? The cost estimate is $800/person, 
depending on airfare. We hope to have a few fundraisers to cover 
the cost of building the house, but travel expenses will be on your 
own.  
 

     Anyone that has been to Robin’s Nest in Jamaica will tell you 
how wonderful the experience is. Some have said it is life 
changing. It is a great opportunity to serve and look beyond 
ourselves as we help others.  
 

     If you are interested in going, or want more information, 
please contact Jonathan Olson at 507-829-1225, or Jon Brower 
at 507-530-3424 
 

 

 

Jamaica Trip Opportunity 
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Southwestern Minnesota Synod News 

     As of November 1, 2018, we have a newly-called Synod 
Minister serving in our SW MN Synod Office.  Pr. Stephen 
Cook has joined the Synod staff as Pr. Linda Pedersen 
retires and completes her service on the staff.   
 
     Pr. Cook is eager and excited to begin his work and serve 
with Bishop Jon Anderson and amongst us all.  After the 
demands of 14 years of Synod ministry, Pr. Linda looks 
forward to extended morning coffee time with her husband 
and to seeing where God might next use her gifts! 
 
     On November 3rd, Jeff Greathouse was ordained by 
Bishop Jon Anderson as an ELCA Minister of Word and 
Sacrament at the Campus Ministry at Southwest Minnesota 
State University.  Pr. Jeff has been serving as a Lutheran 
Chaplain in the campus ministry of SMSU for several years 
while also synodically authorized to serve in ministry at 
Grace United Parish in Russell.  He has now been called to 
serve as pastor for Winds of the Prairie Parish in Ivanhoe 
and Arco, but will continue his work at SMSU, as well.  We 
celebrate with Pr. Jeff and his family, and give thanks to 
God for the ways he reflects the light of Christ.   
 
     The campus ministry at SMSU is one of the three campus 
ministry sites of our synod and it is the most robust site, 
engaging many students each week.  The other sites are at 
St. Cloud State University and University of Minnesota at 
Morris.  The Lakeland Conference of our Synod has also 
supported ministry at Ridgewater College in Willmar.   
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Kikatiti Secondary School (Tanzania) 
c/o Bill Koeckeritz   

PO Box 742   Spicer, MN 56288 

 
Robin’s Nest Children’s Home in Jamaica:   

Mailing address:   P.O. Box 122,  Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

 
Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  ~~  OR  ~~ use the 
special envelope available at church. 

Missionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran ChurchMissionary Support by Christ Lutheran Church    

     In the coming months, we are trying to line up a date 
for an informational presentation led by a Lutheran 
pastor and a doctor from Dawson who is a Muslim.   
 
     Perhaps you’ve read about the collaborative work 
done by Pastor Mandy France from Bird Island, MN and 
Dr. Virji from Dawson.  Articles have appeared in a 
variety of news publications about their work together to 
build understanding and mutual respect among peoples 
of differing religious backgrounds.   
 
     Please stay tuned to the possibility of having them 
speak at Christ Lutheran about the important work of 
building bridges between cultures and people.  It will be 
open to any from the area who wish to learn more. 

God’s Work. Our Voices…… 
Keep Eyes and Ears Open 
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++ December and January Birthdays ++++ December and January Birthdays ++++ December and January Birthdays ++++ December and January Birthdays ++ 

Please contact Rhoda at the 
church office if you are not on the 
list or if we have a wrong date:  
507 423  5100;   
christlutheran@christcotton.com               
Thanks! 

December — 
  1 - Virginia Isaackson 
  1 - Luke Hanson 
  2 - Evan Gregoire 
  3 - Carson Boe 
  3 - Christopher Dahl 
  4 - Thomas Geihl 
  5 - James Danielson 
  5 - Kendra Stevens 
  6 - Scooter Javens 
  6 - Josh Schafer 
  7 - Susanne Lee 
  8 - Megan Kremin 
10 - Greg Lund 
12 - Kyle Berg 
14 - Heather Bitker 
15 - Mitch Huso 
15 - Linda Schuler 
15 - Jeff Schwartz 
17 - Nancy Runholt 
19 - Lawe Javens 
19 - Tom Hinz 
21 - Alicia Popowski 
22 - Nancy Kremin 
23 - Chris Bahn 
24 - Michelle Schultz 
25 - Kris Holm 
26 - Madden Fromm 
26 - Angel Poppinga 
27 - Tenlie Marczak 
27 - Bethany Schafer 
29 - Jeff Boehne 
29 - Ellen Golberg 
29 - Miracle Tucker 
30 - Michael Louwagie 

January — 
  3 - John Rialson 
  4 - Tristin Crain 
  4 - Susan Popowski 
  6 - Jan Falkum  
  6 - Chad Gregoire 
  9 - Barbara Crouse  
10 - Tiffany Teske 
12 - Taedan Smith 
13 - Elaine Elston  
14 - Ricky Schultz 
15 - Peyton Johnson  
15 - Tony Rialson 
15 - Amy St. Pierre 
18 - Parry Bossuyt 
18 - Jameson Guerra 
18 - Les Marczak 
21 - Ron Bartels 
21 - Laia Javens 
24 - Lisa Varpness 
25 - Alexis Laleman 
26 - Tammy Berglind 
28 - Sandy Boehne 
29 - Mallory Gregoire 
30 - Sally Hanson 
31 - Destiny Anderson 
 

Heavenly Father, our times are 
in Your hands.  Look with 
favor, we pray, on your servants 
as they begin another year.  
Grant that they may grow in 
wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in Your 
goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
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Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each Here at Christ Lutheran, the third Sunday of each 

month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria month is World Hunger /Disaster Response/Malaria 

Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Emphasis.   Use Online Giving at christcottonwood.org  
~~  OR  ~~ use the special envelope available at church. 

Harvesting 
Hope 
 

Nicaragua 
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LEAF  
Andrea Benson    Darla Morken    

Christine Wiatrowski 

CEMETERY 

Diane Wagner      Shawn Myers       
Josh Anderson     Mike Berglind 
Marv Kremin                         
Gary Morken, Sexton 

CHRIST CARE TEAM   
Barb Crouse     Rose Wisdorf 

Linda VanUden    

WELCA Rep – Lisa Varpness 

Deacon Rep—Shane Wee 

HUNTER’S HELPING HANDS  

Jean Dahl      LeeAnn Boehne   
Tracy Sterner        Dani Brower         
Tiffany Teske     Lisa Jones 

NOMINATING  
Jody Mohr           Gary Morken                      
Anne Isaackson    Kathie Erickson 
Cong. President – Advisory 
Member Only 
 

W-ELCA 
President:  Vacant 
Vice President:  Anne Isaackson 
Secretary:  Rose Wisdorf 
Treasurer:  Jean Dahl 
 

ALTAR CARE 
Chair:  Barb Crouse 
Treasurer:  Pat Hinz 
 

SENIOR CHOIR 
Director:  Gwen Arneson 
Treasurer:  Amy Jo Remmele 
 

LIBRARY:  Anne Isaackson 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
COFFEE COORDINATOR 

Carolyn Olson 

LUTHER LEAGUE ADVISORS 

Jonathan and Carolyn Olson 

John and Tracy Sterner 

President:     Jonathan Olson 

Vice Pres.:    Corey Moseng 

Secretary:      Susanne Lee  

Treasurer:      Jeanine Hanson 

BOARD OF DEACONS  

Kris Holm         Tracy Sterner 

Shane Wee, Chr        Greg Isaackson 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Wade Breyfogle, Chr. 

David Neuman          Cal Teske 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Michelle Moseng, Chair    

Tiffany Teske    Brandy VanWinkle 

Stephanie Neuman  Shelly Danielson 

Deacon Rep—Tracy Sterner 
 

MISSION OUTREACH 

Pat Hinz Amy Jo Remmele       
Wendy Fischer 
WELCA Rep – Carolyn Olson 
Deacon Rep—Greg Isaackson 
 

STEWARDSHIP  

Bev Isaackson          Jon Myrvik       

Larry Isaackson         Cong. Vice Pres. 

WORSHIP        

Neil Dovre      Bev Isaackson 

Nancy Kremin        

Lay Pastoral Asst./Organist/Choir 
Director—Gwen Arneson 

Pastor Janel Kuester 
 

P.A. COMMITTEE 

Chair:  Larry Isaackson 
 

WORLD HUNGER/DISASTER 
RESPONSE 

Greg and Anne Isaackson 

Congregational  Leadership  2018Congregational  Leadership  2018Congregational  Leadership  2018Congregational  Leadership  2018    
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Because of your generosity in sharing of time and 
resources, we have been able to reach out with God's 
never-failing love in countless ways, both inside and 
beyond our congregation.  We are grateful for your 
financial gifts which allow us to continue the many 
ministries that we hold in common inside of God's 
mission for us here in this faith community.  

Please note that our Church Council has designated the 
following days and times for when the church will be 
unlocked: 

 

   A. Monday through Thursday,  from  8:00 am  
through 5:30 pm,  unless we have scheduled events/
meetings.  If we have something scheduled, then the 
doors will be locked after those events/meetings have 
ended. 
 

   B.  Friday through Sunday,  from 8:00 a.m. through 
3:00 pm,   unless we have scheduled events/meetings.  
If we have something scheduled, then the doors will be 
locked after those events/meetings have ended. 
 

DOORS THAT WILL BE UNLOCKED 
The doors that will be unlocked are the FRONT and 
EAST BACK  doors.  Other doors will be unlocked for 
Sunday worship and for other worship times such as 
weddings and funerals.   

Days and Times the Church Will Be Unlocked 

Financial Snapshot 

Giving Year To Date (Jan-Oct) $157,204 

Expenses Year To Date (Jan-Oct) $164,073 

Shortfall Year to Date -$6,869 

    

Needed Weekly To Make Budget $3,896 
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December Worship Assistants 
 

Ushers:  Dean Berg, Captain;   Sandy Boehne;   Claire Erickson;    
               Kathie Erickson;   Kris Holm;   Jon  Myrvik 
 
Acolytes:    Dec. 2nd  - Whitney Lundberg;   16th  -  Landon TESKE;      
23rd  - Kaleigh Albertson;    Christmas Eve  -  _________;    
30th - Landon ALBERTSON 
 
Deacons and Communion Assistants:     Youth:  Dec. 2nd  - Jordan 
Fischer and Greg Schafer;    9th - Miracle Tucker and Julia Sterner;    
Christmas Eve  -  Miracle Tucker and Julia Sterner 
Adults:  Tracy Sterner (#1),  Joyce Warnke (#2),  #3 open,  Corey 
Moseng (#4) 
 
PA Operator:   Pete Lavin  Video Camera Operator:  Gary Morken 
 
Counting:  Wade Breyfogle,  Linda VanUden 
 
Altar Care:   Barb Crouse,  Anne Isaackson 

January Worship Assistants 
 

Acolytes:    Jan. 6th  - Jerrika Keleher;     13th  -  Trevor Tusberg;      
20th  - Chase Hatfield;    27th - Ellyanah Ramert 
 
Youth Communion Assistants:     6th  - _____________;     
20th - McKenzy Grunewald and ____________________ 
 
Counting:  Dave Neuman, Tracy Sterner 
 


