
Prelude 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Words of Welcome 
 

P:  This is the day that the Lord has made, 
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here. 

GATHERING 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 

which one of them is the greatest.  Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve.  Then, 

to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child.  We are called to 

welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 

and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.  
(from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2020) 

Time After Pentecost  **  Holy Communion 
 

September 19, 2021  
9:30 a.m. Worship 

Christ Lutheran Church  -  Cottonwood, Minnesota 
 
 


 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church.  We are grateful to God you are here. 
We pray you will feel the Spirit and welcome of this faith community, 

and we look forward to seeing you again! 
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Opening Words of Faith          based on Psalm 54 
 
P:  Save me, O God, by your name, and vindicate me by your might. 
All:  Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth.  
 
P:  For the insolent have risen against me, the ruthless seek my life, 
All:  but surely, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
 
P:  In your faithfulness, put an end to my enemies, 
All:  I will give thanks to your name, O L���, for it is good.  
 
P:  For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
All:  and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P:  We gather in the name of the Father,  of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 
P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence for a time of self-reflection) 
 
P:  Most merciful God, 
All:  hear our prayer and have mercy on us.  In your great compassion, forgive our 
sins, known and unknown, those things we have done and left undone.  Uphold us 
by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to honor and 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P:  Hear the Good News:  Almighty God has mercy on us, forgives us our sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ  and offers us the promise of eternal life.  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, may you now live each day in goodness and grace. 
All:  Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of Praise “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”    ELW# 712  

Used with permission. One License #A-722486 

Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 

Used with permission. One License #A-722486 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray:  Loving God, 
All:  you know us better than we know ourselves.  You know how self-serving and 
self-centered we can be.  Instill in us the heart of Jesus – the passion to find our 
true value by reaching out, welcoming and serving all your children; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Milestones Ministry Presentation of First Year Confirmation Lutheran Study Bibles 
 

Lauren Boe  Evelyn Keleher  Skylar Kussatz 
Tovah Marczak  Mallory Pederson 

 

WORD 
 

 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil 
deeds.  19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.  And I did not know it was 
against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us 
cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!”  
20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me 
see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Second Reading James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 

13Who is wise and understanding among you?  Show by your good life that your works 
are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  14But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  15Such wisdom does not 
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  16For where there is envy 
and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.  17But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  
 

1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come 
from your cravings that are at war within you?  2You want something and do not have it; 
so you commit murder.  And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in 
disputes and conflicts.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  3You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.   
 

7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you.  
 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 
All:  Thanks be to God.     
 

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Reading  Mark 9:30-37 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

30They went on from there and passed through Galilee.  He did not want anyone to know 
it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 
again.”  32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.  
 
33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the way?”  34But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the greatest.  35He sat down, called the twelve, and 
said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”  36Then 
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Message         Pastor Janel Kuester 
 
 
Hymn of the Day             “I Love to Tell the Story”      ELW# 661  
 

Words and Music are printed on the next page 

Gospel Acclamation                  “Celtic Alleluia”        ELW# 174 

Used with permission. One License #A-722486 
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ELW #661 

Public Domain 

ELW #661 



Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Profession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 
 

All:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of God’s People 
 

The congregation will respond to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of God’s Peace 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
D:  
 

Please share a verbal peace with one another. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MEAL 
 
 
 

 

We respond in gratitude for God’s never-failing love and mercy. 
Your offering can be received this day at the door in the offering plate, 

through the mail, or dropped off at the church office. 
You can also do a one-time or recurring gift via the website. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Community Announcements 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 

L:  Let us pray:  Living God, we give you the things that are yours:  our skills, our time, 
our possessions, our selves.  Bless us and these gifts.  Move us to works of faith and 
labors of love for the good of all your people; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 



Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
  
Invitation to Communion 
 

P:  All who hunger and thirst, come.  The meal is ready. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Anyone who has communed elsewhere is welcome to commune here. 
Those who do not yet commune are invited to receive a blessing. 

Please come forward at the invitation of the ushers to receive communion in a continuous 
manner,  then return to your seats via the side aisles. 

If you prefer to have communion brought to you at your seat, please let the usher know. 
 
For those joining us virtually, you are invited to share the Lord’s Supper at home with these 
words. 
 

“The body of Christ, given for you.” And “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
 

A blessing may be given to those who do not yet commune, perhaps using these words: 
 

“God bless you, beloved child of God.” Or “Jesus loves you.” 
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Communion Distribution Hymns:    
 

Words and Music are printed below and on the next page 
 

                                       “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”      ELW# 818 
 

                                        “Loving Spirit”        ELW# 397 

Public Domain 

ELW #818 
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ELW #397 

Communion Blessing 
 

P:  Now may the body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

L:  Let us pray:  Lord of Life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of 
our faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
 
 
 

Sending Blessing 
 

P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The 
holy Trinity,  one God, bless you now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 

Used with permission. One License #A-722486 

ELW #397 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
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Sending Hymn                  “O Savior, Precious Savior”    ELW# 820 

Sending Words 
 

L:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Public Domain 



-12- 

 

Worship Assistants, Thank You For Serving This Sunday, September 19, 2021 
 

     Musician:   Krishana Dempcy   Assisting Minister:   Carolyn Olson 
 

     PA Operators:    Shawn Myers, Corey & Conner Moseng 
 

          Video Camera Operators:   Greg Isaackson,  Larry Isaackson 
 

     Ushers:   Dean Berg (captain);  Allie Enga, Claire Erickson,  Kathie Erickson,  Jon Myrvik,  
         Sid Olson,  Tracy Sterner,  Sarah Yotter 
 

     Altar Care:  Karen Berg,  Sandy Boehne 
 

     Count Offering:   Jason Fischer,  Carolyn Olson 

Worship Options 
 

In person worship:  Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

On Church YouTube Channel – links are posted on both the church Facebook Page and 
on our website. 
 

On the Local Cable Channel 180:  Sundays at 10:45 a.m. & Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Bulletins are emailed and are posted at our website: christcottonwood.org. 
 

QR Code for Online Giving 
 

      Thank You --The ministry to which God has called us is continuing in  
      differing ways. We are grateful for your  ongoing  financial offerings  
      that can be mailed to the church (P.O. Box 166, Cottonwood, MN  
      56229) or given online with the following link:    
                             https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1600 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 

 

Monday, September 20   4:30 pm  Worship on Cable TV Channel 
180 
 
Tuesday, September 21   9:00 am  Quilting Day  
     If you can thread a needle and tie a knot, there is a place for you! 
 
Wednesday, September 22 
  6:00 pm  Mission Possible 
 

  7:00 pm  1st year/ 2nd year/ 3rd year Confirmation 
 

Sunday, September 26 
  9:00 am     Preschoolers Sunday School 
 

  9:30 am     Worship / 2nd Grade Students receive milestone 
        ministry bible and catechism 
 

  10:30 am (approximately) - following Worship: 
    2nd Grade and 3rd Grade Students meet with PJ 
    for introduction to bible 
 

  10:45 am (approximately)   Worship on Cable TV Channel 180 
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September Milestone Ministry Dates 
 

2nd Graders receive Milestone Ministry Spark Bible and Catechism 
during Worship, next Sunday, September 26 
 
 Following Worship on Sunday, September 26, 2nd Graders and 
 3rd Graders meet with PJ for an introduction to Spark Bible 
 
 

October Milestone Ministry Dates 
Two Year Olds receive Milestone Ministry Spark Bible during 
Worship, Sunday, October 3 
 
Four Year Olds receive Milestone Ministry Prayer Book during 
Worship, Sunday, October 10 
 
Affirmation of Baptism for 4th Year Confirmation Students during 
Worship, October 31 
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WELCA Prairie Conference . . .  Fall Gathering . . . 

will be held Saturday, October 2, at the Ruthton 
Community Center, in Ruthton, hosted by Peace 
Lutheran.    

Message by Pastor Diana Hunstad:  God’s Wink 
 

Day begins with coffee at 8:30 and ends with 
complimentary noon lunch.  Registration:  10 
 
“In Kind” Offering:  Canned goods, paper products, or 
monetary donation for Tyler & Pipestone Food Shelf 
 

A NEW FALL ROUTINE 

  

According to a recent YouGov poll, about 30 percent of Americans choose 
fall as their favorite season of the year.  As fall is upon us, new routines start 
for many people.  It may be children back in school watching football 
games, harvesting crops, you name your own routine.   
  

Perhaps a part of your new fall routine would be to give a gift regularly to 
the ELCA World Hunger Program.  In the bulletin is an envelope  to make 
your gift for hungry people in the United States and throughout the 
world.  Or give directly at elca.org/hunger.   
  

Thank you for your concern for others. 



The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” Your prayers are a gift to those requesting them, and encouragement for one another as we 
experience challenges, sorrows, or thanksgivings of any kind. 

 

Health Concerns, as well as Others In Our Hearts and On Our Minds:      
 

Kelly Arnold  Sandra Arnold   Norm Evers  Grant Johnson  
Bob Kaeter  Teri Kemmer  Bobby Olson  Pastor Janel Kuester 
Ione Olson  Lloyd Powell   Savannah Rausch  
 

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, unemployment, under-employment, 
and any challenges in their lives.   
 
 
 
 
 

Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound:   
Arvilla Berg, Darleen Cole, Michele Engholm, Elaine Elston,  Irene Evers,  Norm Evers,  Janet 
Gniffke, Julie Jaeger, Betty Lovsness,  Lila Mauland,  Laurie Pickthorn, Donna Neuharth, Bobby 
Olson, Alnora Pederson, Margaret Rewerts 
      
 
 

Families of our Congregation:    John and Ellen Lenz 
     Kelvin and Krista Listul, Johnna, Audrey, Landyn 
          Deb and Dale Louwagie 
 
Grieving Death:  Family of George Laleman 
 
 

Workers in Other Countries, Missionaries, and Local  Congregation Missions.   
 

Robin’s Nest Children’s Home, Jamaica 
Kikatiti Secondary School, Tanzania 

World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) 
 

Prayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer Requests 

Facebook -                      Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 
Website  -                        www.christcottonwood.org 
Mailing  -                         P.O. Box 166;  Cottonwood, MN 56229 
Office Phone  -                507.423.5100 
Pastor Janel Kuester  -  Cell: 651.726.4003;   pstrjanel@gmail.com 
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