Welcome!
Second Sunday After Epiphany
Holy Communion
January 16, 2022
9:30 a.m.
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church.
We are grateful to God you are here.
We pray that you will feel the Spirit and welcome of this faith community,
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to
us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’
baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as
those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are
gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and
see.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.
Prelude
Call to Worship
Words of Welcome
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made,
All: let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Please rise in body or spirit.
Opening Words of Faith

Psalm 36:1-10

P: Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds.
All: Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; you save
humankind and animals, O Lord.
P: How priceless is your love, O God! All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
All: They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them drink from the river of your
delights.
P: For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light.
All: Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, and your favor to those who are true
of heart.
Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
All: Amen.
P: Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Mighty and loving God,
All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. We
divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope, and love. Amen.
P: Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” In
the name of  Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy
of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.
All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

ELW# 834

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
All: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Lord God,
All: source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the works of
your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his
love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading – Isaiah 62:1-5
1
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be
called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be
married. 5For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.
L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
1
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You know
that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I
want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no
one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All
these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.
L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
\

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation

“Lord, Be Glorified”

ELW# 744

Gospel Reading – John 2:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
1
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to
him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
7
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them,
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn
the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Message
Hymn of the Day

Please rise in body or spirit.

Pastor Janel Kuester
“I Love to Tell the Story”

ELW#661

Profession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed
All: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of God’s People
The congregation will respond to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.”
Sharing of God’s Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.
You are invited to share a verbal peace with your neighbors.
Please be seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.
Community Announcements and Opportunities to Serve
Offering and Music
The ushers will pass the plate at this time. If you would prefer, the offering plate will be
at the back of the sanctuary following worship. Your offering may be sent
through the mail, dropped off at the church office or via the website.
Thank you for your generosity.
Offertory Prayer
L: Let us pray: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth, and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

Profession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed
All: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of God’s People
The congregation will respond to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.”
Sharing of God’s Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.
You are invited to share a verbal peace with your neighbors.
Please be seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.
Community Announcements and Opportunities to Serve
Offering and Music
The ushers will pass the plate at this time. If you would prefer, the offering plate will be
at the back of the sanctuary following worship. Your offering may be sent
through the mail, dropped off at the church office or via the website.
Thank you for your generosity.
Offertory Prayer
L: Let us pray: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth, and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Distribution Hymns

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

ELW# 461

“What Feast of Love”

ELW# 487

Communion Blessing
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.

Prayer after Communion
L: Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banquet table with bread and wine
beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing
P: God, who rejoices over you and calls you by name,  blesses your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
All: Amen.
Sending Hymn

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

1

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Used with Permission One License #A-722486

Sending Words
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ!
All: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

ELW# 543

This Week’s Calendar
Today, Sunday, January 16 2nd Sunday After Epiphany
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
9:00 am
Preschool Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 am
Council meets
10:45 am
Worship on Cable TV Channel 180
6:00 pm
Christian Education Committee meets
Monday, January 17:

4:30 pm Worship on Cable TV Channel 180

Tuesday, January 18:

7:45 pm Nominating Committee meets

Wednesday, January 19: 6:00 pm Mission Possible
7:00 pm No Confirmation Classes—students meet with
mentors
Next Sunday, January 23 3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Fellowship Time before and after Worship
9:00 am
Preschool Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship
10:45 am
Worship on Cable TV Channel 180
10:45 am
Dahl Baptism
5:00 pm
Council and Staff Fellowship Gathering at Olson’s Home

Baptized in Christ
Yesterday, Lakyn Rose Sharkey was baptized in Christ, named and claimed a Child of God. Lakyn is
the daughter of Carl and Megan and sister of Jaxon and Cora. Welcome Lakyn!

No Quilting in January!
Quilting is usually scheduled for the third Tuesday of the month:


February 15



March 15



April 19

Annual Meeting Notice

The Annual Meeting of Christ Lutheran Church Congregation will be held on Sunday, February 6,
2021, following our 9:30 Sunday morning worship service (backup date is February 13).

Annual Reports will be due in the office (electronically please) TODAY!
Please email reports to christlutheran@christcotton.com.

Please Consider Serving…
As of the publication of the bulletin, the Nominating Committee reports the following openings on the
Annual Meeting Ballot:


Vice President



Deacon



2 Nominating Committee

If you should have more questions or are willing to serve in this way, contact Jeff Varpness, Cub
Broberg, Zac Pringle, or President Carolyn Olson.

A Reminder about Inclement Weather
For Sunday morning worship and programming, you can find details on worship being canceled on both
the “Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood, MN” FaceBook page and on Marshall Radio. If weather
makes worship unsafe, a truncated worship service will try to be recorded and
made available on YouTube.
For Wednesday evening programming, we follow the school district. If school is
canceled or moves to distance learning for the day, an early out (due to weather) or
no evening activities, there will be no Mission Possible or Confirmation sessions
that evening.

Time to Register for Summer Camps
It is time to register for summer camps. There are brochures for both Green Lake Lutheran Ministries
and Shetek Lutheran Ministries on a table by the fireplace. Grab a brochure or look online at the following websites. Remember that the church helps cover some of the costs of your student attending
Summer Bible Camp. We, also, have a member who has offered to help scholarship a student. Please
let the church office know when you register or if we can help financially to get your student to camp
this summer..
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries: www.gllm.org
Shetek Lutheran Ministries: www.shetek.org

Christ Lutheran Church Women of the ELCA,
You will be receiving a letter from the WELCA Board in the coming days. Please be sure to read through
the new 2022 serving guidelines. The first update will be that there will be three serving groups which
means that it is likely your group may serve more often. The second is that CLC’s WELCA is asking for
an annual donation instead of each time you are part of a serving group event. Your continued generosity
in donating $10.00 or more helps to cover the expenses for supplies when serving events. Your
donations will also be lovingly shared with others through our financial gifts to these missions:
Altar Flowers, Clothed With Love, “Christ in Our Home” devotional books, Missionary Fund, Quilting
Group, Cottonwood Food Pantry, Prairie Home Hospice, Hope Harbor, Green Lake Lutheran
Ministries, Shetek Lutheran Ministries, SWMN Synod WELCA and Churchwide WELCA.
Blessings,
Christ Lutheran Church WELCA Board

— Thank You For Serving This Sunday, January 16, 2022 —
Ushers: Mike Lee (captain), Parry Bossuyt, Chuck Broberg, Josh Fragodt, Tom
Mackenzie, Jeff Varpness, Lisa Varpness
Musician: Michelle Wood

Hinz, Kit

Acolyte: Braylon Breyfogle

Lector and Assisting Minister: Carolyn Olson
Communion Servers: Susanne Lee, Amy Jo Remmele, Corey Moseng, Jace
Landon Albertson

Danielson,

PA: Corey & Conner Moseng, Jon Myrvik
Video Camera: Eric Lundberg, Greg Isaackson
Altar Care:

Michelle Moseng, Heather Velde

Counting: Tracy Sterner, Lee Huso

WORLD HUNGER APPEAL
“RESOLUTIONS”
Did you make any resolutions for the New Year? How are they working
for you? Are you following through on them? Have you already
abandoned them?
Perhaps we could make monthly resolutions! We can do almost anything
for a month.
A worthwhile monthly goal would be to give regularly to the ELCA
World Hunger Program. People who are hungry and challenged with food
insecurity in over 60 countries around the world and most states in our
own country are served by this program sponsored by our church body,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Please consider a gift this month and every month this year to feed the
hungry. Use the envelope included today or give directly at elca.org/
hunger.

Prayer Requests
The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Your prayers
are a gift to those requesting them, and encouragement for one another as we experience challenges, sorrows,
or thanksgivings of any kind.

Health Concerns, as well as Others In Our Hearts and On Our Minds:
Kelly Arnold
Janet Gniffke
Teri Kemmer

Sandra Arnold
Grant Johnson
Lloyd Powell

Brad Bossuyt
Bob Kaeter
Rose Wisdorf

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, hunger, homelessness, unemployment, underemployment, and any challenges in their lives.
Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound:
Stanley Aamodt, Darleen Cole, Michele Engholm, Elaine Elston, Irene Evers, Julie Jaeger, Betty Lovsness,
Lila Mauland, Laurie Pickthorn, Donna Neuharth, Bobby Olson, Margaret Rewerts
Families of our Congregation:

Todd, Linda and Trysta Schuler
June Schwartz
Carl, Megan, Jaxon, Cora and Lakyn Sharkey

Families With Loved Ones Who Have Died:
The Family of Colleen Hoekstra (mother of Alyssa Vandelanotte)
The Family of Robert Williams (Michelle (Norland) Williams
father-in-law)
The Family of Alnora Pederson
Workers in Other Countries, Missionaries, and Local Congregation Missions.
Robin’s Nest Children’s Home, Jamaica
Kikatiti Secondary School, Tanzania
World Mission Prayer League (WMPL)

Christ Lutheran Church Location: 126 Front Street
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 166, Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229
Office Phone and Voice Mail: 507-423-5100
www.christcottonwood.org
Find us on Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN
Pastor Janel Kuester—cell 651 726 4003; pstrjanel@gmail.com
Church Office—507-423-5100

christlutheran@christcotton.com

