
Prelude                              
                    
Call to Worship 
                    
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Pastor:  Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
All:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

P:  This is the day that the Lord has made, 
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Community Announcements 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here. 

GATHERING 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 

 
Christ Lutheran Church 
Cottonwood, Minnesota 

   The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of 
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John.   
   Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on 
us.  With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self.  From 
frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, 
forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.   

(adapted from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2020) 
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Opening Words of Faith              from Psalm 100 
 

P:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
All:  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 
 
P:  Know that the Lord is God. 
All:  It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. 
 
P:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
All:  Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 
P:  For the Lord is good; 
All:  his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Thanksgiving of Baptism and Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the 
Father, the Son,  and of the Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen.  
 
P: By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raised us to new life.  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.   
 
Silence for a time of self-reflection 
 
P: God of grace, 
All: we confess that we do not always live as resurrected people.  We live within the 
fears and cares of this world, that we do not have enough, that we are not good 
enough.  Forgive us for not seeing your image in us.  Forgive us for not seeking 
your life in us.  Help us to see we are made in your love, your image, your peace.  
We ask all of these things in the name of the risen Christ. 
 
P: Hear the Good News:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the 
name of Jesus Christ , your sins are forgiven.  May the almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
All: Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God, 
All:  filled with the strength of those who believe and empowering the hope of those 
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, continually increase our faith in you and 
receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

You are invited to hum or sing along softly with the music. 
 
Easter Song of Praise             “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”            Stanza 1 ELW# 392 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WORD 
 
 
 

 
The Lesson 1 John 1:5-2:2 

 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all.  6If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  8If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
 

1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.   But 
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life 
All:  Thanks be to God 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                 “Shout to the Lord”               ELW# 821 
 

Words and Music are printed on the next page. 
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Gospel Reading John 20:19-31 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But 
he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet  
have come to believe." 
 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

Message                Pastor Janel Kuester  
 

Hymn of the Day                      “We Walk by Faith”     ELW# 635 
 

Words and Music are printed on the next page. 
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Profession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 
 

All:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers of God’s People  
 

The congregation responds to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.” 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

 
SENDING 

 
 

 
 

Your offering can be received this day at the door in the offering plate, 
through the mail, or dropped off at the church office. 

You can also do a one-time or recurring gift via the website. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Offertory Prayer 
 

P:  Let us pray:  God of love, 
All:  receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to 
a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 

P:  May the God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Sending Words 
 

L:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
All:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
L:  Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
All:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
 
Sending Hymn                     “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                ELW# 547 
 

Words and Music are printed on the next page. 

 

God  sends us in mission to the world 
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Worship Assistants, Thank You For Serving This Sunday, April 11, 2021 
 

     Musician:   Krishana Dempcy        Assisting Ministers:   Kit Mackenzie 
 

     PA Operators:  Corey Moseng, Conner Moseng, Jon Myrvik 
 

          Video Camera Operators:   Larry Isaackson, Jonathan Olson 
 

     Ushers:   Alton Huso (captain); Chad Gregoire, Jon Hoehne, Marv Kremin, Erik Lundberg,   
                     Scott Pederson, Natalie Pederson, Sydney Pederson, Mallory Pederson, Aubrey  
                     Pederson, Doug Warnke, Garret Wee 
 

     Altar Care:   Karen Berg, Kari Wee 
 

     Count Offering:   Jon Myrvik,  Linda VanUden-Wilson 

Worship Options 
 

On Church YouTube Channel – links are posted on both the church Facebook 
Page and on our website. 
 

On the Local Cable Channel 180 
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. and Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
 

In person worship 
Regular Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Bulletins are emailed and are posted at our website: christcottonwood.org. 
 

QR Code for Online Giving 
 

      Thank You --The ministry to which God has called us is  
      continuing in differing ways. We are grateful for your  
      ongoing  financial offerings that can be mailed to the church  
      (P.O. Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229) or given online with  
       the following link:   https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1600 

\ 

Rescheduled Date:  Cemetery Grounds Clean-up Night—April 14 
April 7th was rainy for clean up, so we will go with our backup date of 
April 14th for cemetery grounds clean-up night at 6:00.   Hopefully 
this coming Wednesday will be weather friendly.   Please mark your 
calendars for April 14th, and thank you for coming to help!  



The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” Your prayers are a gift to those requesting them, and encouragement for one 
another as we experience challenges, sorrows, or thanksgivings of any kind. 

 

Health Concerns, as well as Others In Our Hearts and On Our Minds:      
 

Sandra Arnold   Landyn Berends Brooks Baker  Norm Evers  
Grant Johnson  Bob Kaeter  Teri Kemmer  Cole Louwagie   
Jori Ella Morrison Gretchen Noon    Bobby Olson  Ione Olson  
Lloyd Powell   Savannah Rausch  
 

All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, cancer, unemployment, under-employment, 
and any challenges in their lives.   
 
 
 
 
 

Independent Living/Assisted Living/Care Center Residents/Homebound:   
Arvilla Berg, Darleen Cole, Michele Engholm, Elaine Elston,  Irene Evers,  Norm Evers,  Marge 
Gigstad, Janet Gniffke, Julie Jaeger, Marietta Jarcho, Betty Lovsness,  Lila Mauland,  Laurie 
Pickthorn, Donna Neuharth, Bobby Olson, Alnora Pederson, Margaret Rewerts 
       
 
 

Families of our Congregation:    Parry and Ginny Bossuyt, Brett                                            
        Ryan and Lauren Braun, Kenna  
         Roger and Deb Breyfogle 

Workers in Other Countries, Missionaries, and Local  Congregation Missions.   
 

Robin’s Nest Children’s Home, Jamaica 
Kikatiti Secondary School, Tanzania 

World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) 
 

Prayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer Requests 

Facebook -                      Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN 
Website  -                        www.christcottonwood.org 
Mailing  -                         P.O. Box 166;  Cottonwood, MN 56229 
Office Phone  -                507.423.5100 
Pastor Janel Kuester  -  Cell: 651.726.4003;   pstrjanel@gmail.com 
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