
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Holy Communion  -  Affirmation of Baptism 

 

April 22,  2018   **   9:30 a.m.  
 

Christ Lutheran Family of Faith 
 

Cottonwood, Minnesota 
 
 

Welcome! 

   The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us 

to life.  It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of 

mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority.  The 

shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love.        

   First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another 

by the example of sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.  

(Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress, 2017, used by permission of Augsburg  Fortress under license # SBL14841) 

GATHERING 

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Easter Proclamation 
 

P: Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
D:  

P: This is the day that the Lord has made, 
 

C:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Community Announcements and Opportunities to Offer Ourselves 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here. 

-2- 



-3- 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

P: We worship as we live each day in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in baptism are 
renewed every day.  Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 

 

     We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to bathe in, water   
     to drink, for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, for water that  
     gives life to your planet. 
 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, every day, yet especially on this Earth Day, for 
the waters of this place: for water from our tap, for rain and snow, for the 
lakes that surround us and the rivers that flow nearby. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place.    
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for delivering Noah and 
his family through the floodwaters, for leading your people Israel through the 
sea into freedom, for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of 
drought, for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for 
quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.  

 

C: We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
 

P: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, and for all who gather this 
day to affirm their baptism, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for 
children and grandchildren, and for our brothers and sisters in Christ whom 
we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

 

C: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
 

P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for our entry 
into Jesus’ death through these waters, for our new birth into a life of freedom 
and service, for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the 
world. 

 

C:  We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   [836] 
  

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P:    Let us pray.  O Lord Christ, 
C:  Good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your   
       fold.  Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be made  
       whole.  Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and  
       the  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

 
 
 

First Reading – Acts 4: 5-12 
 

   5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  
L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading – 1 John 3: 16-24 
 

   16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has 
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And 
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 
before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 
obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  23And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  
 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation    (Music is found at hymn #365, stanza 2) 
 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 

 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

   11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them 

and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 

for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for 

the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 

also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take 

it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                     Pastor Janel Kuester 
 

Hymn of the Day – “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” - - - - - - - - - -    [808] 
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Milestones Ministry 
 

Service of Affirmation of Baptism 

Presentation 

Jada Danielle Peterson 

Kaitlin Mae Fischer 

Trysta Anne Schuler 

Rilee Joe Olson 

Jacob Shawn Myers 
 

D: We rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and to 
assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its 
mission in the world! 

 

During the reading of the following words read by the Deacon, please stand as 
a sign of a community of God’s people who have taught, mentored and will 
now continue to learn with – such people might be members of the Christian 
Education Committee, Sunday School teachers, mentors, Luther League, 
Deacons, Parents, Godparents, etc. 
 
D:  In the community of God’s people, you have learned from these persons and  
      others about God’s Word and God’s loving purpose for you and all creation.  
      We call you to join with us now in continuing to learn with each other about  
      God’s word and will for our lives.  
 

Story of Growth in Faith 
 

Profession of Faith 

Apostles’ Creed 

A: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

A: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived     
     by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius  
     Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   
     On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
     the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and  
     the dead. 
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A: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion  
      of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  
      life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Coming to the Table 
 

Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 

Those making affirmation invite their parents, grandparents, mentors, 

 and Godparents to join them for the laying on of hands. 
 

Blessing Prayer 
 

Words of Acclamation 
 

These confirmands will receive a Milestones Ministry gift 
of a silver cross from our congregation, as well as a  

certificate to remember their Affirmation of Baptism day. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

Prayers of God’s People 
 

The congregation will respond to the prayer petitions with, “hear our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of God’s Peace 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of God’s peace with your neighbors. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MEAL 
 
 
 

 
 

Offering 
 

 
 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 



Choral Offering – “Shepherd’s Psalm”                                           Hall/McDonald 
 

 Listen for reminders of the treasured Psalm 23, appointed for this Fourth 
 Sunday in Easter, in the midst of this anthem. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

he leads me beside still waters;  

he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff – they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

Offertory Prayer  
 

A: Let us pray. 
 

     Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made  
     known to the disciples.  Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that    
     We may be your risen body, loving and serving others in the world. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,    
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.     
Amen. 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

P: Now in this Easter season, let us feast on Christ, the bread of heaven.  
Hallelujah! 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Anyone who has communed elsewhere is welcome to commune here. 

Those who do not yet commune are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free bread are available upon your request. 

Please come forward at the invitation of the ushers to receive communion in a 

continuous manner and return to your seats via the side aisles. 

If you would like communion brought to your at your seat, please let the ushers 

know. 

 
Communion Distribution 
 

 “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”   [544] 
 

 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”   [502] 
 

 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”    [484] 
 

 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   [789] 
  

 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”   [883] 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

A: Let us pray. 
 

     Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send  
     light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to  
     nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we  
     may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen  
     Lord. 
 

C:  Amen. 
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— Thank You For Serving This Sunday — 
 

Ushers:      Kevin Arneson,  Bev Isaackson,  Larry Isaackson,  
                   Pete Lavin,  David Roe,  Rose Wisdorf 
 

Organist:   Gwen Arneson        Acolyte:  Jace Danielson 
  

Lector and Assisting Minister:            Stephanie Lundberg 
 

Communion Servers and Assistants:  Evan Gregoire, Shane Wee,      
   Joyce Warnke, Ferman Woodberry 
  

PA Operator:       Shawn Myers    Video Camera Operator:  Pat Hinz 
 

 Count Offering:   Corey Moseng,  Dave Neuman 
 

Altar Care:            Lisa Jones, Kari Wee 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Easter Blessing for the Journey 
 

May God who has brought us from death to life  
fill us with great joy!  Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING 
 
 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending Hymn – “This Is My Father’s World” - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  [824] 
 

A: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 

C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

A: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace.  Share the 
good news! 

 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
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Next Sunday, April 29 
9 am Fellowship/Refreshments  
9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
10:30 am  7th - 12th Grade in Youth Room 
10:45 am (approx.) Worship on Cable 180 

Wednesday,  April 25 
6:30 pm Choir 

————        Week of April 22, 2018 Week of April 22, 2018 Week of April 22, 2018 Week of April 22, 2018 ———— 

Today, April 22 
9 am Fellowship/Refreshments  
9:30 am Confirmation Worship with Holy Communion 
10:30 am  7th - 12th Grade in Youth Room 
10:45 am (approx.) Worship on Cable 180 

Monday, April 23 
5pm Worship on Cable 180 
7 pm Deborah Circle at Church 

Tuesday, April 24 
1:30 pm  Communion Service, West Prairie 
2:30 pm Communion Service, Fieldcrest 

Thursday, April 26 
1:30 pm  Abigail/Naomi Circle 
7 pm  Worship Committee 

All of us together as   

Christ Lutheran Community 

gave $783.29 to the  

March Minnesota FoodShare for the 

Kitchen Table Food Shelf (Lyon Co.). 

THANK YOU . . . for your generosity!

THANK YOU . . . for helping others! 



Christ Lutheran Church Location:  126 Front Street (corner of Front and North First on the lake) 
 

 mailing address:  P.O. Box 166,  Cottonwood, Minnesota 56229 
Office Phone and Voice Mail:  507-423-5100 

www.christcottonwood.org   
 
      

Pastor Janel Kuester—507 423 5100;  cell 651 726 4003;  pastor@christcotton.com 

Pastoral Asst. Gwen Arneson—507 423 5100; cell 612 280 5987;  gwenarneson@yahoo.com 

Organist Gwen Arneson—See Pastoral Assistant above 

Administrative Asst. Rhoda Schmidt—507 423 5100; cell 507 829 1426;       

      christlutheran@christcotton.com 

Accounting Asst. Melanie Olsen—cell 507 530 2064;  melanie.olsen@usbank.com 

Custodians Jon & Jeannette Myrvik—cell 507 828 2401; 828 2407;  

     jeannette.myrvik@schwans.com       jjmyrvik@charter.net 

-12- 

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:6-7 to, “Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Your prayers are a gift to those requesting 
them, and encouragement for one another as we experience challenges, sorrows, or 
thanksgivings of any kind. 
 

Health Concerns, as well as Others In Our Hearts and On Our Minds:      
     Frank Edmondson,    Sue Gropel,    Maurine Johnson (Gwen Arneson’s aunt) 
Erin Eaton-Jones,   Lisa Jones,     Max Jones,    Delbert Lange,     Anna Meyer,    
Rodney Olson (Sonny’s brother),    Sonny Olson,     Rosie Varpness (mother of Jeff)  
 

 

     All those dealing with illness, addictions, depression, unemployment, under-
employment, and any challenges in their lives.   
 
Newly Confirmed Members of our Congregation:   Kaitlin Fischer, Jacob Myers, 

Rilee Olson, Jada Peterson, Trysta Schuler 

Families of our Congregation.  This week pray for:     Brenda Olson;   
Charlie and Traci Olson, Sid, Rilee, Lucee, Emree, Kiannalee 
 

Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Care Center Residents.   This week pray 
for Janet Gniffke and Bob Olson at Granite Health Care Center. 
 

Workers in Other Countries, Missionaries, and Local  Congregation  Missions.  
This week pray for our Mission Possible and Sunday School offerings for Barnyard 
Animals through ELCA Good Gifts. 

Prayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer Requests 


