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Annual Meeting Agenda
Sunday, February 2, 2025

Call to Order

Opening Prayer

Appointment of Tellers

Appointment of Parliamentarian

Roll Call

Adoption of Agenda

Approval of Minutes from January 28, 2024 Annual Meeting

Reports
Financial Report
Pastor’s Report
Committee Reports (as submitted)

Prairie Conference and Southwestern Minnesota Synod Items
Prairie Conference Assembly: March 2, 2025 at First Lutheran, Marshall
Synod Assembly Dates: June 6-7, 2025 - Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter - Hybrid Option
this year - in person or online. CLC needs two layperson voting members.

2025 Congregational Business
Elevator Project Proposal
Election of Congregation Leaders for 2025
Adoption of Congregational Budget for 2025
Adoption of Monthly Mission Commitments for 2025

Adjournment and Closing Prayer



Minutes
Annual Meeting of Christ Lutheran Church Congregation

For Year 2023: Held January 28, 2024
The meeting was called to order by President Carolyn Olson at 10:40 a.m.
Pastor Janel Kuester led the meeting with a prayer.

Appointment of Tellers. Pete Lavin and Jonathan Olson were appointed tellers. Motion made by Josh
Brusven and seconded by Amy Jo Remmele. Motion approved.

Appointment of Parliamentarian. Greg Isaackson was appointed as Parliamentarian. Motion made by
Charlie Olson and seconded by John Sterner. Motion approved.

Roll Call. A sign-in sheet was passed. A quorum was met.

Adoption of Agenda. It was moved by Lyle Johnson, seconded by Josh Brusven, and carried to adopt the
agenda as printed. Motion approved.

Approval of minutes from February 19, 2023 Annual Meeting. It was moved by Linda Magnuson,
seconded by Lisa Varpness, and carried to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2023 annual meeting
as printed.

Reports

Financial Report was given by Treasurer Lyle Johnson. See pages 37, 39, and 40 of Annual Report
Book. Chad Johnson and Zach Pringle audited our books. A couple of minor items were found.

e On the LEAF financial report, it appears the checking account balance was from 9/30/23 instead of 12/31/23 —
only about a $112 difference

e On the LEAF financial report, it appears the savings account balance was from 6/30/23 instead of 12/31/23 —
only about a $2 difference

e On the LEAF financial report, the Balance on Hand at the bottom should be 12/31/23 instead of 12/31/22

e Cemetery Financial report, Zach couldn’t find any documentation related to the CD for $1k. The CD certificate
# 14098 was to mature on 10/4/23, so since we didn’t see a deposit for that amount, our assumption was that it was
just reinvested/rolled to a new one. So it would likely only be an update to the line item (for the new rate and
maturity date) on the Financial Report under United SW Bank CDs (could probably change this to First
Independent too — we all know what its referencing either way)

Page 39 of the Annual Meeting “packet”. Update to the Header to 2023 — The actual budget information is correct

Lyle confirmed that the $1000 CD was rolled into a new one after its maturity.

Lyle noted $500 was repaid to the “Funds Pay to -*0244.” This is the General Fund repayment of loan
from the Missionary Fund.

Motion was made by Nicole Brusven and seconded by Parry Bossuyt to approve the financial report.
Motion approved.

Pastor’s Report. See pages 10 and 11 of Annual Report Book for the full written report.
Committee Reports can be found in the Annual Report Book.
WELCA Report. Anne Isaackson was thankful for the donations and the help. The WELCA financial

report is on page 17. Financial report looks good. Executive board is always looking for new people.
They have gotten some new members on the board but always welcome more.



Synod Reports.
Prairie Conference and Southwestern Minnesota Synod Items were reviewed by Pastor Janel.

2024 Congregational Business.
Jonathan Olson made a motion to remove the term limits from the Cemetery Committee. Gary Morken
seconded. Motion approved. This will need to be ratified and have a final vote next year.

Election of Congregational Leaders for 2024.
It was moved by Anne Isaackson, seconded by Tracy Sterner, and carried to unanimously approve the
election of nominees printed on page 41.

Adoption of Congregational Budget 2024.
Lyle Johnson reported the 2024 budget. This can be found on page 40 in the Annual Report Book. It
was moved by Jonathan Olson, seconded by Shawn Myers, and carried to approve the budget for 2024.

Adoption of Monthly Mission Commitments for 2023.
Amy Jo Remmele made a motion to continue with the same missions as in 2023, listed on page 18.
Seconded by Greg Golberg and carried.

Tracy Sterner mentioned that the 2023 Giving Statements could be found at the back of the church.
Everyone should review their statement as there was a donation made on 12-31-2023 that Tracy did not
know who it came from.

Pastor Janel shared that the furnaces for the sanctuary will possibly need replacing soon as they are quite
old. The hope is to replace one a year. She also mentioned that bathrooms will be remodeled in the
future. Susanne Lee is heading up this project.

Adjournment and Closing Prayer. It was moved by Pete Lavin, seconded by Amy Jo Remmele, and
carried to adjorn. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Deb Louwagie, Congregation Secretary

- Who We Are -

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mission ]dcntitg

The people of Christ Lutheran Church are daily

i called into God’s new creation,

i empowered by the Spirit, and

1 sent to show the Good News of Jesus Christ
bringing welcome, forgiveness, healing, renewal
and hope to our neighbors here and in all the world.




Congregational Leadership for 2024

Names in bold print are to be voted upon

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS
(I yr. term; 3 term limit)
President: Amy Jo Remmele [ 1st term]
Vice Pres.: Dale Louwagie [1st term]
Secretary: Deb Louwagie [3rd term]
Treasurer: Lyle Johnson [2nd term]

BOARD OF DEACONS

(3 yr. term, 2 term limit)
Susanne Lee 1st Term [ends 2026]
Christine Wiatrowski 1st term [ends 2027]
Greg Golberg Ist term [ends 2025]

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

(3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Ryan Fromm 1Ist term [ends 2026]
Parry Bossuyt 1st term [ends 2027]
Chris Stevens 1st term [ends 2025]

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
(3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Katie Fragodt 1st term [ends 2027]
Ist term [ends 2027]
Kayla Fromm 1st term [ends 2025]
Shawna Tusberg 2nd term [ends 2025]
Kendra Stevens 1* term [ends 2026]
Lauren Braun 1 yr term [ends 2025]
Advisory: Stephanie Neuman and Heather Velde
Deacon Rep

MISSION OUTREACH COMMITTEE

(3 elected members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Jonathan Olson Ist term [ends 2027]
Linda Magnuson 1st term [ends 2025]
Carolyn Olson 2nd term [ends 2026]
Deacon Rep

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
(3 elect. members) (3 yr. terms; no term limit)
Chad Johnson [ends 2027]
Jon Myrvik [ends 2025]
Julie Gregoire [ends 2026]
Cong. Vice President

LEAF COMMOITTEE

(3 members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Carol Bossuyt Ist term [ends 2027]
Ginny Bossuyt 2nd term [ends 2025]
Gina Huso 1st term [ends 2026]

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

(5 members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Roger Breyfogle 1st term (ends 2027)
Kelvin Listul 2nd term [ends 2027)
Zach Pringle 1st term [ends 2025]
Jeff Varpness 1st term [ends 2026]
Parry Bossuyt 1st term [ends 2027]

Advisory: Marvin Kremin

CHRIST CARE TEAM
(3 members) (3 yr. term; no term limits)
Allie Enga [ends 2027]
Barb Crouse [ends 2025]
Jean Fragodt [ends 2026]
Deacon Rep

CLOTHED WITH LOVE
(6 members) (3 yr. term; no term limits)
Krista Listul [ends 2027]
Haleigh Alm [ends 2025]
Tracy Sterner [ends 2025]
Brenda Hoehne [2026]
Victoria Praus [2027]
Jenell Pringle [2026]

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(4 members) (2 yr. term,; I term limit)
Kathy Erickson [ends 2026]
Roger Breyfogle [ends 2026]
Dean Berg [ends 2025]
Marvin Kremin [ends 2026]
Cong. President — Advisory Member Only




Staff for 2024

Called Pastor: Janel Kuester, (Began December 6, 2017)

Office Administrator: Marian Kalass

Accounting Assistant: Melanie Olsen and Angie Thostenson (began Nov 2024)
Custodians: Jon and Jeannette Myrvik

Contracted Musicians: Krishana Dempcy, Marian Kalass and Amy Jo Remmele

Ministerial Acts And Statistics For 2024

Baptisms
Brynlee Davis

Jaxson Dubbeldee
Wilkes Golberg
Ashlynn Heise
Jade Hurt

Kyler Hurt
Taylor Hurt
Rosemary Praus
Griffin Pringle

Weddings
Zakary and Samantha Busack (June 1, 2024)

Randy Fenger and Cari Laclare (June 15, 2024
Christopher and Kalley Berg (December 14, 2024)

First Communion 3/28/2024
Kenna Braun

Hayden Fry

Cole Glimsdal

Derek Gregoire

Harper Jorgenson

Affirmation of Baptismal Faith (Confirmation) 5/5/2024

Lauren Boe
Grace Handeland
Laia Javens
Evelyn Keleher
Tovah Marczak

Deaths/Funerals/Memorial/Graveside Services

Sadie Milner (Hamilton Funeral Home)

Kathy Martin (Prayer Service—Cottonwood Community Center)
Donna Mae Reishus (CLC Cemetery—Graveside Service)

Erma Huso (Funeral CLC)

Kendal Borning (Funeral CLC)



Received into Christ Lutheran Family of Faith - New Members

Tom and Rhoda Schmidt

Nellie Geihl

William, Allison, Brooklyn, and Easton Hall

Released to Other Congregations

Rose Wisdorf
Worship Attendance (average)
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Sunday 76 61 77 85 79
Online Sunday No Data 25 21 13 13
Lent/Holy Week 109 55 (8 sves) |80 (8 sves) |74 (7 sves) 82 (7 svcs)
Online Lent/HW No Data 26 20 22 18
Christmas Eve 154 179 (2 sves) 233 (2 sves) |262 (2 sves) [268 (2 sves)
Online Christmas Eve |No Data 39 25 33 26
Funerals/Other No Data No Data 91 83 211
Events
Online Funerals No Data No Data 152 96 183

2024 Worship Attendance Note:
Included in the attendance this year are in-house worship and online YouTube views. Please note
that YouTube does not track how many people in a household would have watched but only the

number of times it was viewed.




5 Year Statistical Report

Membership
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Baptized 694 699 744 760 767
Active 298 306 351 367 374
Confirmed |551 554 581 600 606
Voting 199 209 236 255 259
Education Programming Enrollment (3 Year Old - Confirmation)
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
89 84 103 99 107
PreK-9th PreK-9th PreK-9th PreK-9th PreK-9th
Baptisms
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
10 8 12 7 9
Funeral/Memorial/Graveside Services
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
12 8 12 4 4
Weddings
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
3 3 2 2 3
Affirmation of Baptisms (Confirmed)
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
5 7 6 11 6
Financials
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Income $159,422 $165,075 $180,892 $185,763 $197,703
Disbursements $170,625 $162,062 $177,469 $183,073 $188,525
Mission Support*** $6,239 $6,351 $6,603 $6,202 $6,697

***(includes both budgeted and designated)




Pastor’s Report to the Congregation - 2024

Since the Annual Report is probably the best ongoing historical document in a congregation, each year I
attempt to capture the essence of the past year with a month-by-month chronology of what has
transpired at Christ Lutheran. Of course, this is nowhere an exhaustive list of all that Christ Lutheran
has experienced (you would no doubt have many other things to add), but as you read and recall these
significant events, it is my hope that you will see how God has been faithful and how we, as God’s
people, have been immeasurably blessed.

JANUARY - We rang in the New Year with the Mission Possible program (K-6" grade) doing a service
project called Homebound Lent in a Bag where students put together devotional opportunities for those
who would not be able to worship with us in person during Lent. On January 21, we celebrated the
Milestone Ministry Remembrance of Baptism with the seven who were baptized in 2023. The Annual
Meeting was a day to celebrate the previous year and look forward to the new one, elect council, board
and committee members.

FEBRUARY - The installation of elected members of the congregation took place on Transfiguration
of Our Lord Sunday. Deacons met to finalize the Lenten theme and plans for the “Christ On Trial”
weekly conversations. Unfortunately, another Ash Wednesday with blizzard conditions cancelled our
worship service and soup supper. Imposition of Ashes was woven into the following Sunday worship
service. We welcomed Brynlee Davis into the family of God through baptism. The Prairie Conference
Assembly was held at First Lutheran where Pastor Austin Krohnke was elected our new Dean.

MARCH — We celebrated the life of Sadie Milner at the Hamilton Funeral Home in Marshall. Three
senior high students and chaperones attended the Senior High Youth Gathering in New Ulm. The
Preschool Sunday School and the Mission Possible students sang in worship and led a palm procession
on Palm Sunday. A First Communion class was held for five fifth graders who received communion for
the first time on Maundy Thursday and received their Milestone Ministry Stepping Stone of a
communion chalice. On Maundy Thursday we also gathered together before worship in a family style
meal of soup and homemade bread. Easter Sunday, March 31, we had 242 people come to hear the
Easter promise of Christ’s resurrection, sing Alleluias and to enjoy the Easter flowers in the chancel
area.

APRIL — In early April, we supported the family of Kathy Martin at a celebration of life service at the
Cottonwood Community Center. Saturday, April 6 was a full day of splashing of baptismal water when
six children were baptized. We welcomed Griffin Pringle, Taylor Hurt, Kyler Hurt, Ashlynn Heise and
Jade Hurt to the baptismal promises. Later in the month, we hosted a graveside and reception for the
family of Donna Mae Reishus. At the end of the month students to be confirmed shared their Faith
Statements with Pastor, a Deacon and their families. We finished up the month with one more baptism
with Jaxson Dubbeldee’s family and hosting an End of the Year Celebration at the parsonage with
Preschool Sunday School, Mission Possible and Confirmation teachers and leaders.

MAY - Affirmation of Baptism was celebrated on May 5 with a passel of young ladies: Lauren Boe,
Grace Handeland, Laia Javens, Evelyn Keleher, Tovah Marczak and Mallory Pederson. The following
Sunday, May 12 the graduating high school seniors received their Baccalaureate Milestone Ministry
Stepping Stone of a handmade quilt and an Oh the Places You Will Go personalized book with a
message and scripture passages was given to Kayleigh Albertson, Chase Hatfield, Whitney Lundberg,
Sydney Pederson, Bridget Teske and Caitlyn Tusberg. The month ended with beautiful worship services
for the church festival Sundays of Pentecost and Holy Trinity.

JUNE - Zakary and Samantha Busack were married at Christ Lutheran on June 1. An offsite June 1
wedding was held for Garrett and Carley Berchem-Wee in Woodbury, MN. A private wedding was held
at the home of the newly married Randy Fenger and Caire LeClare on June 15. Missionaries Pastor
Charles and Anita Jackson were with us on Sunday, June 23. Rosemary Praus received her promises
through baptismal waters. The SWMN Synod Assembly was held June 7-8 at Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter where Pastor Janel and President Amy Jo Remmele attended in person. The Synod
Assembly marked the end to Pastor Janel serving as the Dean of Prairie Conference and serving at the
Synod level as Dean of Deans. The church also hosted two overnight guests from South Africa and an
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https://www.facebook.com/carley.berchem

evening meal of fellowship together. We are grateful for both Bishop Nkosinathi Myaka and Mr.
Falithenjwa Mkhize’s safe travel back to South Africa and their time among us. June also brought the
beginning of the long-awaited bathroom remodel. Trustees were hard at work doing demo work in
preparations.

JULY — Erma Huso claimed her eternal life and we worshiped God in thankfulness for her life on July
11. The Cottonwood Food Pantry held its first ever Coming Home Days parade Food Drive. The pantry
ended the event with over $15,00 in monetary donations and 1,417 in-kind food donations. What a
miraculous support by our community during that event and all year with volunteer hours and financial
gifts. Quilting met throughout the year and 52 quilts were donated to the Food Pantry. WELCA
supported many students on different camp opportunities throughout the summer months. Pastor Janel
offered “Stories in the Park” with a reading of books at the City Park. The Bathroom Remodel project
was completed. Pastor interviewed and was selected to join the Jordan Project out of Grandview
University in Des Moines, IA. This project is a ten month cohort and a four person team including Carol
Bossuyt, Brenda Brusven, Susanne Lee and Tracy Sterner. They have been discerning our community
involvement, mission statement and interviewing community members.

AUGUST - The Christian Education Committee hosted the Back-to-School Carnival as a fundraiser for
the Lakeview Schools Backpack Food Program. A Blessing of the Backpacks was done before the
beginning of the school year. Pastor Janel was invited to pray at Lakeview Schools with staff and
teachers before the first day of school. Confirmation Orientation was held for 22 students and their
families. Pastor preached a three week sermon series on Daniel.

SEPTEMBER - Preschool Sunday School Orientation was held for 16 students and Mission Possible
Orientation was held for 91 students. Their program years along with Confirmation began to meet this
month. The Milestone Ministry Stepping Stones were each presented to the first year confirmation
students (Bibles), the Three Year Olds Welcome to Sunday School and the Second Grade students
(Bibles). Mission Possible held a Service Project night and through many church member and

community donations, 250 harvest bags were assembled and delivered to local elevators and farmers in
the fields.

OCTOBER - Confirmation students began their year-long mentor program. Milestone Ministry
Stepping Stones for two year olds were given their Spark Story Bibles. Pre-K through 6th grade
students sang in worship on October 6. Pastor attended the annual Fall Theological Conference in
Spicer, MN. Kendal Borning grasped her eternal life, and we honored her life in worship on October 21.
Pastor continued to lead monthly services at Fieldcrest and West Prairie Apartments. Clothed With
Love hosted a God’s Work. Our Hands. service project of sorting donations of clothes for birth through
18 years of age.

NOVEMBER - The month began with All Saints Sunday and the lighting of candles lit for those who
had been baptized and those who had grasped their promised eternal life. Three members of Christ
Lutheran attended the Synod-wide Equipping Days event in New London, MN. Twenty-three junior
high students and six chaperones attended the SWMN Junior High Youth Gathering weekend in
Willmar. Four Year olds received their Stepping Stones Milestone Ministry prayer books.

DECEMBER — Wilkes Golberg was baptized on December 1. Both the budget planning task force and
the nominating committee began to meet to plan for 2025. CLC was a host sight for one of the
Community Choir’s Christmas Canatas. CLC confirmation students and St. Mary’s Catholic
Wednesday night program went Christmas Caroling at Fieldcrest and West Prairie Apartments. The
Sunday School and Mission Possible students shared the “Footprints to the Manger” program to a
crowd of worship attendees. Christopher and Kalley Berg were wed in a ceremony in Omaha, NE. Two
candlelight and Holy Communion Christmas Eve services were a celebratory time of worship with over
260 attendees. A service of Lessons and Carols was held the last Sunday of year with a Festival of
Christmas Apparel and sing along after worship.

Continues on next page

11



2024 was another year of God blessing us at Christ Lutheran. Thanks to your generosity, we ended the
year with a positive and generous $8,100. As I began my eighth year in ministry with CLC in early
December, I continually thank God for the ways we are lead and sometimes pushed into the newness
being granted to us every day. We received new members, lost loved ones, baptized others into the
church family of God, affirmed the faith of others, celebrated weddings, worshipped through word,
song and message and supported one another. We are blessed with a large children’s ministry program
reaching about 100 students and worship always has the holy hum of children. What a gift and a
challenge! As we look towards another year, may the Lord continue to send its Holy Spirit blowing
through and out the doors of the church building.

So grateful! Pastor Janel

PRESIDENTS REPORT 2024
Goodbye to 2024 and Fling Wide the Doors for 2025!

I have to admit that 2024 had its challenges for me. As a first time council President I had to
learn to lead meetings, try to think outside the box for some things, try not to worry when I saw
smaller numbers in our weekly giving numbers and to work up the courage to talk about these
numbers in worship once in a while. I can read anything in front of people, but going off the
cuff isn’t the easiest for me. God got me through those times. For that [ am so thankful. Here
are some other things I’m thankful for.

I’m thankful for our council members, for their faithfulness, for getting things done, for having
good discussions and ideas when needed, and especially for the laughter in and out of our
meetings. I’m thankful for committee members who give selflessly of their time to help not only
the people of our congregation, but people around the world. I’'m thankful for everyone who
teaches our youth about our God.

I’'m thankful for the ELCA, the SW MN Synod, Bishop Eaton, Bishop Dee and Pastor Janel.
Please join me in praying for the people who lead and work for our faith community. I’'m
thankful for our church building and our church’s employees who keep things running smoothly
and keep it clean.

I am thankful for everyone who helps during our worship services. You make our worship
services run smoothly, I know I can always count on people to show up and do what they say
they will do. I am SO thankful for my fellow musicians. I appreciate you.

I am thankful for our congregation. Whether you are in worship every week, watching our
recorded services every week, or joining us once in a while — you are appreciated. If you are
helping on Sundays, or quietly are praying for those who do — you are appreciated. Whether you
put a quarter or a larger amount in the offering plate — you are

appreciated. YOU are in my prayers and I thank God for all of you.

May God pour His blessing on you, ﬂ
Amy Jo Remmele 0”
Christ Lutheran Church Council President

12



Christian Education Committee — 2024 Report

Committee Members: Kayla Fromm, Kendra Johnson, Katie Fragodt, Shawna Tusberg,
Lauren Braun, Pastor Janel Kuester, Stephanie Neuman (advisory), Susanne Lee (Deacon Rep)

PreK-6" Grade Programming: Preschool Sunday School uses a two-year rotational
curriculum that covers both Old Testament and New Testament stories using a variety of
activities, songs, movement and storytelling. Wednesday Night Mission Possible programming
follows a four pronged approach to curriculum that includes two weeks of lesson plans based on
Bible stories, a week of service project focused on “Love of Neighbor — people and

creatures” [2024 included making creating Homebound Lent in a Bag resources to be used
throughout the Lenten season, Random Acts of Kindness including Newborn Kits for the Global
Health Ministries program and Dignity Bags for both the Cottonwood Food Pantry and the
Women’s Rural Advocacy Program (WRAP) in Marshall, Thank You bags for EMT, Fire,
Police in the area including both Hanley Falls, Cottonwood and Lyon County and putting
together a whopping 250 Fall Harvest Bags for farmers and others in ag-related fields] and then
a periodic game night week. The program also received a grant from the Cottonwood Area
Community Foundation for their Service Projects nights for 2025.

Confirmation Programming: Confirmation students participate in a three-year program where
they experience both mentoring sessions and learning lessons about both Old, New and Jesus-
focused Bible Stories, a portion of the Small Catechism (Ten Commandments, The Apostles’
Creed and The Lord’s Prayer), and Baptism, Martin Luther and Other Faith Questions. Students
are also invited to attend the SWMN Synod Junior High Gathering (7*-9* Grade) and the Senior
High Gathering (9* -12* Grade), Christmas caroling with St. Mary’s Catholic Church, serving as
communion servers and acolytes and other service projects. The third year students are also
asked to write a Faith Statement.

Milestone Ministries: The year of Milestone Ministries Stepping Stones began with the
Remembrance of Baptism towels and rubber ducks in January on the festival day of Baptism of
Our Lord Day. Maundy Thursday, five students received First Communion. Six students
affirmed their baptisms on Confirmation Sunday on May 5. In May, the six graduating High
School seniors received their quilts and the Oh, the Places You’ll Go book with scripture
passages written in it. The Blessing of the Backpacks was offered in August. Throughout
September, October and November two year olds received their Spark Story Bibles, three year
olds were welcomed to Sunday School with their prayer pillows and books, the four year olds
received their prayer books, the second graders received their Spark Bibles and Small
Catechisms and an introduction class to their new Bibles and first year confirmation students
received their Lutheran Study Bibles.

Special Programs: Students preschool through sixth grade shared the “Footprints to the
Manger” program directed by Krishana Dempcy. A reception of Christmas Carl’s Bakery donut
holes and beverages were shared after worship. Students also participated throughout the year
singing songs in worship.

Events: In August, we held the annual Back-to-School Carnival. This event was also a
fundraiser for the Lakeview Backpack Food Program.

Summer Camps: Different versions, lengths and locations for summer camps were offered
through both Green Lake Lutheran Ministries and Shetek Lutheran Ministries.

Other Activities: The students invited both the congregation and their families to participate in
collecting funds for the annual God’s Global Barnyard program. This year they were able to gift
a 2 piglets, a goat, 36 chicks, 2 roosters and share of a cow.
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Giving Tree: Once again, the Giving Tree for Christmas was filled with ornaments for local
families. We fulfilled the gift requests through individual in kind and monetary gifts. We are
grateful for the generous response from the congregation and the community in fulfilling every
request. We also received a generous grant from the Cottonwood Area Community Foundation
to help with this annual event.

Children’s Activity Bags: In addition to the children’s activity bags (suggested age is second
grade and under), the committee also began to provide activity sheets on clipboards for third
grade and up. Additional electronic sketch pads were purchased for older students.

Thank You: Thanks to the congregational general fund, special donations made to the program,
student offerings and Thrivent Financial Action Team Grants, we were able to provide all of the
programming, service project supplies and other supplies needed to offer programming from
three year olds through third year confirmation students. Pastor Janel Kuester continues to write
and revise all curriculum for Preschool Sunday School, Mission Possible and Confirmation
which not only makes our program unique, but specific to the needs of our students and also
saves the program thousands of dollars a year in curriculum costs. Thank you to all of the
teachers, leaders, game night helpers, song leaders, service project coordinators and helpers,
committee members and the congregation for supporting the programming for Christian
Education.

Registered Students: As of the annual report submission there are currently 107 Students
Preschool through Confirmation aged students.

Preschool — 16 Third Grade — 11
Kindergarten — 6 Fourth Grade — 12
First Grade — 12 Fifth Grade — 11
Second Grade — 11 Sixth Grade — 5

First Year Confirmation — 7
Second Year Confirmation — 8
Third Year Confirmation — 7

Thank you to the teachers and helpers for the 2024-2025 Program Year:
**Please consider helping in a classroom, teaching, helping with Service Project Nights,
Game Nights. You do not have to have students in the program to help!
Teachers for 2024-2025 Lesson Weeks

Preschool: Haleigh Alm, Samantha Busack, Kalli Louwagie
Kindergarten: Ginny Bossuyt and Kendra Johnson

I+ Grade: Tessa Johnson and Kathy Gregoire

2~ Grade: Katie Fragodt

37 Grade: Stephanie Neuman

4+ Grade: Mallory Gregoire and Megan Sharkey

5* Grade: Kayla Fromm

6" Grade: Lauren Braun

Game Night: Erik Lundberg
Music Leader: Krishana Dempcy

Confirmation:
Year 1: Heather Velde
Year 2: Stephanie Lundberg and Sara Keleher
Year 3: Pastor Janel Kuester

Many other volunteers, substitutes and Service Project Night helpers - too numerous to list.
Thank you.
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PA/VIDEO COMMITTEE
(2024 Annual Report)

The PA/Video Committee members are Jonathon Olson and Larry Isaackson. Advisory member
of this committee is our pastor.

Larry Isaackson is responsible for having people assigned to operate our PA System and Video
Equipment throughout the year, keeping equipment in working order, and making
recommendations for improvements or new equipment.

Sound System (PA) operators during 2024 were: Ryan Fromm, Larry Isaackson, Pete Lavin,
Corey Moseng, Conner Moseng, Shawn Myers, Jon Myrvik, Carolyn Olson, Jonathon Olson,
Sidnee Olson, Tracy Sterner and Brian Velde. If you are interested or know someone that would
be interested in learning to operate the PA — please contact Larry Isaackson.

Video Camera operators during 2024 were: Ryan Fromm, Bev Isaackson, Greg [saackson, Larry
Isaackson, Erik Lundberg, Gary Morken, Corey Moseng, Conner Moseng, Jon Myrvik, Carolyn
Olson, Jonathon Olson, Sidnee Olson and Tracy Sterner. If you are interested or know someone
that would be interested in learning to operate the video equipment — please contact Larry
Isaackson.

DVDs of our worship service are uploaded to the Church YouTube Channel after the service. It
will normally be available by 2:00 pm. Links will also be posted on the Church’s Facebook
Page and Website.

The DVDs of our Sunday service and special services are kept in the PA room. Since DVDs can
only be used once, we currently have DVDs back to 2007. DVDs are available to be checked
out. Contact a PA Operator to check out a DVD.

We have a DVD/CD duplicator (purchased in fall of 2013). So, we are able to make up to 5
copies of a DVD at a time in about 8-10 minutes. If you want a copy of any worship service,
please contact Larry Isaackson.

In November 2022, four new wireless microphones were purchased to replace mics purchased in
1995. Two were body-pack wireless microphones and two were wireless hand-held
microphones. A new over-the-ear microphone for one of the new body-packs was purchased for
our pastor to use. These have improved the quality of our sound. In March 2024 another body
pack wireless microphone and a wireless hand-held microphone were purchased.

As mentioned above, we continue to look for people who are interested in learning to run the PA
system or the Video Equipment. If you are interested or know of someone who is, please contact
Larry Isaackson or the church office.

Larry D. Isaackson, Chairman
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Goltonwoodfen  a8a 2024 Cottonwood Area Food Pantry

L]
OD \Y4 This summer, the Food Pantry was feeling the squeeze of more families in

PANTRY need. As it does every year, the pantry began to feel the mid-summer pinch,
but this year more than other years. Many families with students who normally would eat two
meals at school each weekday and receive easy to make meals and snacks for the weekends
through the Lakeview School Backpack Program are left without those additional resources
during the summer. So, usually mid-June through the summer the Food Pantry experiences an
uptick in need. Of course, we all know the rising cost of food is hitting all of our pocketbooks,
but in six weeks, eight new households (which was way more than normal) had come to receive
additional food resources through the Food Pantry. There was concern by the volunteers who
staff the pantry of how would we ever be able to continue to help all those who were walking in
to receive hope through food. There was even a little fear in and amongst this greater than
expected need. This spurred an idea of the volunteers on the pantry group text to do a Food
Parade Drive during the annual festival of Coming Home Days mid-July. If nothing else, we
hoped that people would become more aware of the Food Pantry, where it is located down on
Main Street and when the pantry is open. So, flyers were put up, the Food Pantry Facebook
page was enlisted for its 20 some followers as well as church bulletins and newsletters around
the area began to get the word out.

Then on July 1, Stacey and Churck Broberg, members of CLC and operators of Broberg Bakery,
contacted our team about doing a match donation. They would match $1.00 per donated item up
to $100 during the Food Drive. Stacey was the first to admit that a $100 at the grocery store
would not go very far, but it could maybe spur others on in their shopping food donations. At
this point, the pantry crew was so excited to accomplish the seemingly humungous task of
gathering 100 items. It was as if Jesus took the $100 match, blessed it and told his disciples to
go out and feed the people. We affectionately call this the “The Coming Home Days Miracle.”
You see, four days later, we had six $100 matches. God was multiplying, and the crew was
ecstatic. By July 9, there were 12 donors. Multiplying. One day later, there were 30 donors.
Multiplying. By the time we were all getting ready to go to sleep on July 11, we had 44 $100
match donors. Multiplying. July 12th ended with 59 donors. Multiplying. Then the alumni
classes began to challenge one another, and we ended the drive with 76 $100 match donors.

Now, we just needed to somehow receive 100 food donations. The volunteers after walking the
parade and collecting a pick up bed full of donations, collecting the donations that people
dropped off at the church drop site, collected even more donations dropped at the city office,
collecting what was ordered and sent from big box stores and collecting what was dropped off at
the Food Pantry downtown site, the collection number was definitely more than enough to get
the 100 item matches and the $7,600. This story of such a huge need — a scarcity and fear of not
being to help those who we are called to help and turning it into such abundant generosity of
over $8,000 in monetary donations, 1,417 food items donated and now over 207 followers on
our Facebook page is nothing short of a true miracle.

The story does not end there, about a week later after the first ever food parade drive event, we
were called to the City of Cottonwood office and the City Services (Cottonwood Fire
Department, Cottonwood Ambulance Team and the City Government) matched another $7,500.
Since then, multiple groups have done additional food drives for their local food pantry, and the
monetary generosity has continued. Recently we provided 32 households with full
Thanksgiving turkey meals with all of the turkeys donated by Northstar. And here, my friends,
is the Good News! And that is when we give anything to God, even our own small amounts of
gifts, talents, treasures....they are returned in abundance! This was most certainly a story of
scarcity turned into a mighty miracle of generosity and abundance. Just like a Helen Keller
quote inside our Food Pantry says, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
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WELCA Annual Report 2024 Anne Isaackson, Vice President

Our statement of purpose: As a community of women, created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

As a woman of Christ Lutheran Church you are a member of WELCA (Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America).

A BIG THANK YOU for your generous response of monetary gifts you have given this

year. Your donations cover expenses and also financial gifts to support our chosen mission
projects: CLC Cemetery, CMC Missionary Fund, CLC Clothed With Love, "Christ in Our
Home" devotional books, CLC students going to Bible Camp, Cottonwood Food Pantry,
Lakeview Backpack Program, Prairie Home Hospice, Hope Harbor, Hunter's Place, Green Lake
and Shetek Bible Camps, WELCA Churchwide, WELCA SW MN Synod, and WELCA Prairie
Conference.

2024 activities were: two funeral meals, one burial reception, Community Cantata reception,
and Bloodmobile meal to serve Red Cross staff. Our quilting group donated 52 quilts to the
Cottonwood Food Pantry.

Sandy Boehne, Pat Hinz, Anne Isaackson, Sherry Janiszeski, and Nancy Kremin are board
members.

Women of the ELCA Financial Report — 2024
Pat Hinz, Treasurer

Serving/gifts $5,035.00
Total Receipts $5,035.00
Total Receipts and Balance $10,241.23

DISBURSEMENTS:

Serving $271.43
CLC Missionary Fund $80.00
Publications $487.00
WELCA Synod/Churchwide $300.00
Bible Campers $250.00
Gifts $850.00
Transfer to Savings $3,000.00
New checks/Deposit Slips $60.59
Postage $68.00
Total Disbursements S$5,367.02
Balance on Hand December 31,2024 $4,874.21
Savings Account at First Independent Bank 12/31/2024 $8,435.00
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Mission OQutreach Report — 2024

Mission Outreach Committee members: Linda
Magnuson, Carolyn Olson; Brenda Olson, Amy
Jo Remmele (Deacon Rep)

The 2024 Mission and Outreach Committee
donations total $7,500 to Robin’s Nest
Children’s Home, $2,900 to Kitatiti School and
$6,000 to World Mission Prayer League. These
are supported through individual’s contributions
to our Missionary Fund and quarterly dividends
from the Edward Jones investment account.

Recommendations for 2025
It is the recommendation of the Mission and
Outreach Committee to keep the 2025 Monthly
Mission Commitments at the same amounts as
last year: $500 to Robin’s Nest Children’s
Home, $200 to Kikatiti School and $500 to
World Mission Prayer League. If additional
funds become available, other missions will be
considered.

Monetary donations are only part of our mission
support. We ask that you also pray for each
mission — the staff and the people they minister
to.

May Jesus’ name be glorified in all nations.
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2024 Synod Mission Support

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
Churchwide and Southwest Minnesota Synod
received contributions of $6,697. These were
employed in the critical mission work carried
out by the hands of our churchwide and synod
staff and volunteers. The work of these
individuals serves our congregation’s ministry
and makes possible our quick and effective
responses to disasters and ongoing food, shelter,
and health needs locally and around the world.

Other Mission Support

Donations given through our church in 2024
to the Cottonwood Food Pantry totaled
$9,833.77 .

ELCA Outreach Report—2024

Through our church your gifts to ELCA
World Hunger in 2024 totaled

$4,001.46. On the third Sunday of each
month we are reminded about the need to
support this program. Designated envelopes
are available to be used to direct your gifts
to World Hunger or give directly to the
ELCA at elca.org/hunger. These gifts help
feed the hungry of the world, in both
domestic and foreign programs.

The ELCA Disaster Response program
brings God's hope, healing, and renewal to
people in the United States and around the
world whose lives have been disrupted by
disasters such as hurricanes, floods, fires,
tornadoes, etc. Since gift giving has moved
mostly online for this program, no gifts
were received through the church, but many
gave gifts directly to ELCA Disaster
Response at elca.org.

Lutheran World Relief Farmers Market
Coffee. The products are located on the
shelves of our Global Café near the Fireside
Room. Support has been positive. Please
continue to support this important mission.
By using these products, we help farmers
from developing countries earn the income
they need to feed their families, to educate
their children, to seek medical care, and to
improve their communities. Much
appreciation is extended to all those who
support this mission of Christ Lutheran
Church.
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- . Robin’s Nest Children’s Home
Obl]] S - 2024 Annual Report for Christ Lutheran Church of Cottonwood
%,

nest:

s hom® The theme set early on for 2024 at Robin’s Nest was “God’s Provision”

— and it proved to be an incredibly appropriate one. The ability to care
for about 30 children (including many with significant needs) in a developing country like
Jamaica requires a great God and wonderful, generous supporters — and we are so blessed to
have both!

Providing schooling, overseeing homework, enabling spiritual growth and church involvement,
meeting the wide range of medical/dental/emotional needs, facilitating placement of children in
safe homes and managing adoption processing, maintaining excellent housing/grounds and
nutrition — and so many other ongoing, daily functions — is a tremendous task! Thankfully, God
has blessed us with the ability to do so for 26 years now and we are grateful for His Provision.

z'/Q,I.e

Also, in addition to the various and on-going functions of Robin’s Nest, here are just some of
the ways that God uniquely provided and protected the ministry of Robin’s Nest in 2024:

New Tipper Truck (for transporting water and other essentials) and vans for transporting
children to school, church, medical appointments and so much more

New Co-Directors (Dave & Robin Laney) & Asst Directors (Josh & Lauren Agbozo), which
greatly increased our ability to meet the children’s spiritual, health & educational needs

Big increase in mission teams visiting for work projects, hosting VBS, and much more
Unanticipated grant and other funding to start long-needed road work and resurfacing of the
primary play & parking areas

Employees to replace our 21-year Maintenance Manager who relocated to the US
Financial donations increased enough to keep our General Operations needs funded despite
the tremendous impact of inflation felt in Jamaica on food, transportation, etc.

We so appreciate the partnership with Christ Lutheran Church that allows us to serve the “least
of these” in Jesus’ name well. Thank you for your prayer support, financial blessing, and
participation in so many ways. We are so thankful for you!

World Mission Prayer League (WMPL)
2024 Annual Report for Christ Lutheran Church of Cottonwood l‘- [

January 2025 h

Dear Members and Friends in Christ Lutheran Church,

Thank you for praying for Anita and I and supporting our ministries with the World Mission
Prayer League (WMPL) Canada. We continue in our roles of leadership in the Canadian WMPL
home office. I, Charles, have been the Executive Director for WMPL for the last seven years.
Anita continues to publish and distribute WMPL’s monthly news and prayer letter (the Prayer
Focus), as well as organizing missions’ prayer meetings. We pray, seek and provide mentoring
for those who may be called to go as global workers.

Both of us are involved in the work of WMPL International and WMPL USA. I am the Regional
Director for workers in Central Asia as well as Northeast Asia. The WMPL International Lead-
ership Team meets about three times a month, exploring new opportunities to serve and support-
ing those who are serving overseas. We are also glad to serve congregations in North America
who are interested in global missions’ opportunities and local cross-cultural outreach.
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As our name suggests, we set aside time as staff to pray together online every weekday for global
concerns. For WMPL prayer supporters, like you all, there are the monthly online one-hour infor-
mation and prayer meetings, Ask For The Nations. You are invited to join us to get to know global
workers from Canada and the USA and pray for their overseas work and ministries. These online
meetings are the third Tuesday evening of every month. If you are able to be in the Twin Cities,
there are in-person prayer meetings at the WMPL USA mission house in Minneapolis on the first
Tuesday of every month. We in Canada meet in Camrose, Albera, on the third Wednesdays of
every month and in Sherwood Park, AB, on the third Saturdays.

WMPL Canada and USA working together focus our efforts specifically on Prayer Mobilization,
Discipleship Resourcing, and Mission Mobilization. These efforts work with national believers
around the globe. Sometimes where there are established churches, we come alongside and help in
these areas when they ask for input. In places where our global workers work and there are no
churches, we work with local believers to encourage and empower them, to pray for the nations, to
learn to be disciples and disciplers, and to be mobilized to take the Good News to the ends of the
earth.

Travels this past year for my work have taken me to a regional global workers’ gathering in Dubai
and to partnership meetings in Mongolia. WMPL often partners with other organizations in the
places where we send global workers. Anita and I both traveled to visit two WMPL families in the
Central Asia region. We met their co-workers and participated in the fellowship groups where they
are serving; we prayed for their personal and ministry needs. It was a time for mutual encourage-
ment for the work and ministries. It was beneficial to be at two more partnership meetings in Asia.

We reach out to internationals among us and encourage the church in this ministry. Anita has
worked with our local congregation where she has started a Conversation Café. About 30 immi-
grants come to practice English. This is a Christian program which has a Canadian conversation
topic each week with discussion questions and a short Bible passage which matches and builds on
that topic. If you are interested in a program like this, we would love to talk with you. It is a great
way for you to meet and build relationships with immigrants in your own community.

We with one of our WMPL Canada families continue to work with congregations who want to
help Afghan refugees. This means helping to find the resources to start the refugee sponsorship
and helping congregations support them.

Finally, our partnership with the Canadian Lutheran Bible Institute (CLBI) continues well. This
school teaches young people the Word of God, giving them tools for life, and presents opportuni-
ties to serve both in and beyond North America. In January 2025 I am taking an IMPACT
(Intentional Ministry Prayer and Cultural Training) team of students to Mongolia where they
will learn about foreign ministries, prayer, and the culture and to have the experience of interna-
tional travel.

If your congregation would like for us to come and visit you to encourage you in global mis-
sions’ outreach or local cross-cultural opportunities, please ask us (or other WMPL workers who
may be in your area) for a visit or seminar to encourage all of us to find the place that God has
for us in His desire for all people to walk in a living relationship with Him.

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers (Luke 10:2).

Sincerely,
Charles and Anita Jackson
World Mission Prayer League Canada Home Office

20




2024 Report from Kikatiti Secondary School in Tanzania ot 8 Br,

Y
We desperately need your help today! \,’
November, 2024 TANTAMIA

Dear friend of Kikatiti Secondary School,

It’s been twenty-five years since our partnership with the Meru Diocese of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Tanzania and Kikatiti Secondary School was first created. Through those
many years we have been able to provide educational opportunities to many thousands of poor
kids who never would likely been able to attend school and create a better life for themselves.
Those kids, coming from families living in severe poverty were able to live out their dream to
attend school and prepare for a life that included opportunities to enter a work force with the
critical skills they needed to move beyond mere existence. These kids have always believed that
getting an opportunity to go to school was a “privilege’ rather than a “right” that man young
people here in America and other developed countries around the world take for granted.

What started as a plan originated at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church with a seed planted by former
members Doug and Linda Dybsetter who had made the decision to leave the business world and
become missionaries, a group of 18 members from Our Savior’s in New Ulm and Christ Luther-
an Church in Cottonwood, Minnesota departed in 2000 on our first visit to the primitive
“campus” of Kikatiti Secondary School. Armed with paint brushes and rollers carried with us
from Minnesota we arrived to see how the 3 simple classrooms had been improved with the
funds we had raised during 1999 and sent to the school to add electricity, pour concrete over the
dirt floors, add windows, doors and cover the walls and ceilings with a very basic drywall mate-
rial before our arrival. For the next week our group painted the ceilings and walls of those sim-
ple classrooms to bring some hope and enjoyment to these kids just begging to learn. The par-
ents of many of those kids joined us in that painting effort showing up each day in the “Sunday’s
finest” that at the end of the day showed unwanted paint splotches from stinky oil-bases paint.
Yet, the next day they would show up again in those same clothes, now clean and “paint-free.” I
can vividly remember the joy we felt as we were working to start singing some of our favorite
hymns in English and then have our Tanzanian friends follow up with that same hymn sung in
their native Swahili tongue. Together we were building a dream for a better future for their kids.

Over that week we were able to meet 63 very special kids who were then attending the school,
oftentimes walking up to 5 miles each way each day to attend classes taught by 3 teachers who
hadn’t been paid for several months because parents had not been able to pay the required tui-
tion precipitated by an extended drought that had engulfed the area. With the efforts and gener-
osity of many people back in Minnesota from both the New Ulm and Cottonwood areas we were
able to keep the school operating in its humble setting. Over the next 24 years | have been able
to make 7 additional trips to the school usually accompanied by my great friend and “partner in
crime.” Jim Thomas Several of those trips included teams of volunteers to perform critical pro-
jects at the school including doing eye exams at the school to over 600 students, staff and neigh-
boring villagers and distributing over 400 pair of much needed prescription glasses; teaching
dental hygiene and distributing tooth brushes and tooth paste to everyone that showed up. One
of our greatest accomplishments that benefited the school kids and staff was finding a solution
to a lack of safe drinking water because of the presence in the school’s well of extremely dan-
gerous levels of excess natural fluoride making it a “liquid poison” to anyone drinking it long
term. After several years of researching possible ways to remove the excess fluoride and lots of
fundraising (over $60,000) we were able to build infrastructure and install unique water purifica-
tion equipment that reduced the fluoride to a safe level. This continues to be an amazing critical
blessing to the kids at the school.
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Throughout the ensuing years the student count at the school grew significantly and we were
able to fund the addition of 11 additional classrooms, build a science lab, dining hall, library,
teacher housing and student dormitories among other improvements. These structures are all
very basic, but have provided shelter and learning opportunities for thousands of kids. Ideally,
the simple campus would be home to about 600 students, and during “good times” when our
fundraising efforts and parents of students could pay a good share of the required tuition and
room and board expenses operations continued, albeit in times of great worry that the funds
wouldn’t be available. But, thanks to so many of you we have been able to continue our work
providing opportunity and hope to many very poor, but deserving kids. Today Kikatiti Second-
ary School has a student count of only slightly over 200 students as the horrible drought that has
now extended over 4 years has decimated the local economy. The parents of our typical stu-
dents attempt to support their families including paying the yearly room/board/tuition expenses
of approximately $450.00 per year from income derived from farming plots of 2-4 acres of
ground. Parents haven’t been able to pay and our organization Education for a Bright Future-
Tanzania has not been able to replace that lost parental income at a level that will assure all kids
who want to go to school can do so. It breaks my heart that these financial struggles exist and
our Board of Directors made up of 6 other caring and talented people is looking for ways to keep
operations moving forward. However, the challenges are great. Teachers and staff have self-
lessly remained at the school even though they have not received delinquent salaries for many
months. We have recently been able to wire funds that will assure teachers and staff they will
receive their full salaries (less than $280/month for most teachers) from September through the
end of the current academic year that ends in December. But, how to pay the delinquent salaries
for the full eight months from January through August is beyond our current capabilities. We
also sent funds at the same time to pay food product suppliers for delinquent accounts and had
shut off deliveries to the school and provide the necessary funds to make sure our kids get fed
their two simple meals each day.

[ am trying to be totally transparent with you in that the school and its future operations are in
jeopardy and long term sustainability is not guaranteed unless additional sources of funding are
discovered. Our Board is searching for those potential sources and school and Meru Diocese
leadership is looking for other sources beyond Education for a Bright Future-Tanzania to
make the dream for these kids to go to school.

I have dedicated 25 years leading this effort and it breaks my heart to think about the possibility
that the doors to the school could be locked and closed in the next year unless we can somehow
“right the ship.”

We definitely need your help at this time to buy us time to keep providing educational opportu-
nities to these kids. Should the doors to the school shut, very few of our current students will be
able to continue to attend school anywhere in the area of Kikatiti Village nor pay tuition at any
other school. Their dreams will be shattered and their lives will change only to the worse. We
need your best gift to keep the dream alive and show these kids they are not alone. Your act of
faith can make a boundless impact on the lives of so many.

Blessings and my great thanks to you who have helped so many.

BILL KOECKERITZ
Executive Director
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GREEN LAKE LUTHERAN MINISTRIES GREE“O(

2024 Congregational Report
Dear Congregational Partners, lAKE LUTHERAN

o o [ ]
What was true over 85 years ago when Green Lake Lutheran Ministries M:N:Siries
(GLLM) was founded, still holds true today — God shows up in life-changing ways within our
ministries!

The facts of 2023:

- Summer program numbers increased by 314 participants!

- Retreat and conference numbers increased drastically!

- Event participation exploded in 2023 making things like our Dinner Theater, Quilt Auction, and
community worships a sizable and significant joy in our program year!

- The total number of donors, number of individual gifts, and total dollar amount received all hit
all time highs!

And along with all this excitement, we have even more to look forward to! Work has begun on
The Village at Shores of St. Andrew Bible Camp. This over $1 million dollar project as part of
the Water’s Edge Campaign will create a wildly vibrant space for the life-changing love of Jesus
to be shared. We can’t wait to reintroduce this already cherished space to the GLLM network.

Overall income is projected to increase by $300,000 over 2022 but expenses have also increased
as well. We underestimated the expense of the wild growth we experienced this year and going
into the last weeks of the year, have a significant deficit to overcome. Thank you to our many
partners who are supporting our efforts to finish the year strong.

Together, we have accomplished so much! Thank you for supporting GLLM through your
participation, your volunteerism, your gifts, and your mission support. I relish the relationship
we have created that goes far past a simple “transaction” and truly deserves the designation of
“partnership.”

The format of this report doesn’t allow near the space needed to process the entire year nor thank
all that contributed to its success. Please be on the lookout for our annual report which will be
made available in the later half of January 2024.

Blessings,

Travis Aufderheide, Executive Director

You'll find the most up to date summer camp schedule, full program descriptions,
frequently asked questions, pricing information, packing lists and other opportunities at

camp on our website! Click the black “Register for Summer Camp” button to start your
registration. If you have questions, contact camp at 320-796-2181!




& Executive Director — Marv Nysetvold
Program Director — Lexie Blaschko
Ny

e Greetings from your camp — Shetek Lutheran Ministries!
SHETEK ) _ o
rommevwsties - This summer we served 718 total campers on site, which includes our youth campers,

cross-generational campers and our SOS campers. We also had 280 campers attend Day Camps in 8
congregations for a total of 998 campers. Last summer, we served 770 campers on site and 212 day
campers for a total of 982 campers. One of our greatest challenges continues to be finding young adults
who are willing to serve for the summer. Our summer ministry team of 22 young adults served faithfully
this summer and grew in their faith and in their leadership skills. We were again blessed with 7
international counselors this past summer from the United Kingdom, Zambia, and Mexico. Shetek will
be inviting several international counselors in 2025 also.

Some quotes from parents regarding highlights for their campers this summer:

“She started reading her Bible on her own.”

“Making new friends and strengthening their faith together.”

“Always scary and nervous for parents and kiddos...but it all turned out more perfect than
could be expected”

One of our international staff said this about his experience this summer.

“You made me grow as a person, you made me know a new culture, ...... but furthermore,
you made me feel close to God”

Our “Building on the Foundation” capital campaign is wrapping up with a few more pledges
finishing up and a few more churches running abbreviated campaigns in their congregations. We have
exceeded our phase 1 goal of $1,500,000 and our total so far in cash and pledges is about $1,726,000 as
we work towards our challenge goal of $2,000,000. The new lodge is being used by a variety of different
groups from scrapbooking groups, Scout groups, families and college students. The Board is finalizing
plans for the first new cabin.

Shetek continues to receive estate gifts periodically, which we are very thankful for. Over the
years, these thoughtful gifts have really benefitted the ministry at Shetek. If you’re interested in finding
out more about how to support Shetek in this way, please let us know. We have access to a gift planner
at no cost to our donors.

Some improvements in 2024 — new stoves, dishwasher, hot/holding/proofer in the kitchen, new
furnace/AC in the office, the Retreat Center was converted to all LED lighting, re-shingled cabins #7 and
#9, replaced the fire alarm system in the Retreat Center, and thanks to wonderful volunteers our
volleyball court was rebuilt. We also have new plates in the Dining Hall for our retreat guests.

I am thankful for our year round staff who continue to work as a team to serve our guests and
campers and provide great hospitality. Shetek welcomed Stacey Heig in September and Ellen Begin in
October to our Housekeeping team, Sharon Staples in September as one of our Retreat Hosts. We said
good-bye to Joe Koenigs in September as he left our Maintenance team and moved back to lowa.

We are so grateful for the many campers and guests that came this year. Shetek continues to
impact so many lives every year.

Thank you for your support and prayers!

Marv Nysetvold, Executive Director

Shetek’s Board of Directors in 2024 — Ashley Benson, Brad Bergerson, Pastor Ted Carnahan,
Marnie Backer, Tyler Egge, Pastor Bailey Landa, Logan Gooch, Sarah Kirchner, Pastor Elizabeth
Pagnotta, Pastor Juanita Parker, Pastor Michael Stangeland.

Shetek’s staff in Dec. 2024 — Ellen Begin, Lexie Blaschko, Sandy Carlson, Tom Carlson, Katie
Chapman, Nora Dahlhoff, Gaelyn Gernentz, Sharon Haugen, Stacey Heig, Mike Kastner, Jean Larson,
Marv Nysetvold, Sharon Staples, Jessica Van Dam, Jane Wahl.
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January 2025
Greetings from Wartburg Theological Seminary,

In September I began my third year of seminary. My internship will be during my fourth year. While
most have their internship in year three, this plan worked much better for my personal circumstances. [
enjoyed my unexpected visit home to Christ Lutheran in late August. When I realized I would be within
two hours I could not pass up the opportunity to come say hello to you all. Joining the table conversation
following the service was again a highlight.

My mother died on her own terms on April 15, 2024. She was 95 and had been on Hospice for
almost two years. She chose her 95" birthday in March to stop taking the medication keeping her alive.
All six of her children were present for her last birthday and celebration of life.

Besides flights to and from Orlando, this past summer I logged about 2,000 car miles for three or
four major trips. Besides visiting with you all I was able to visit with friends not seen in 4-7 years. The
sights I experienced during these trips were good reminders of the Creation beauty God has graciously
gifted to us.

The next semester of classes will be my last full semester. I will have five final year classes.
Then I am going to be a summer Chaplain Intern in the far western part of Olympic National Park in
Washington State. This is through an ecumenical theologically sound organization called A Christian
Ministry in the National Parks. Then in the Fall I will begin my internship year with a local church
community, local meaning Dubuque, lowa. I greatly appreciate your prayers and support during my
seminary years. On January 31% I am meeting with the Southwest Minnesota Synod for my
Endorsement review. I ask for your prayers during that morning and I am grateful for them.

That is how my year has been and is shaping up to be. It is my privilege to be part of our church
community. Thank you for loving me through my journey to become a Minister of Word and
Sacrament.

In Christ Jesus’s grace and peace,
Kit Mackenzie, your MDiv Seminarian

2024 Companion Synod—Evangelical Church of Southern Africa Report

Christ Lutheran Church helps to fund this ministry through
the Prairie Conference Annual Dues.

Uhambisao “Walking Together” is a partnership between the Prairie Conference of Southwestern
Minnesota Synod (SWMN-ELCA) and the Mfolozi Circuit of the Evangelical Church of Southern
Africa (ELCSA). In 2005, ten conferences of the SWMN-ELCA and the ten circuits of ELCAS joined
hands and hearts in a “Companion Synod” program.

This has enabled people from opposite sides of the world to come to know each other, walking together
and joining together in ministry and service as fellow Christians. The pandemic had halted many trips
of people going to and from South Africa and Minnesota. This year two individuals were able to come
from ELCSA. CLC was honored to host Bishop Nkosinathi Myaka and Mr. Falithenjwa Mkhize for a
community wide meal and overnight. Conversation was lively as we all had an opportunity to ask
questions and answer from both sides of he world. They also attended the Synod Assembly in St. Peter.
The theme that kept coming out was that we still have work to do to rebuild the partnership through
communication, programming and mutual visits.

Preliminary conversations will begin soon about a joint visit to South Africa through the Prairie
Conference and Scenic Valley Conference.

For more information, contact our Prairie Conference Circuit Chairperson, Barbara Nelson of Christ
Lutheran, Hendricks. You can reach her at: barbnelson918684@gmail.com and 605.651.7225.
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So we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another.

-Romans 12:5

THANK YOU for the privilege of walking with you in ministry this year. It is an honor to be entrusted with the stories of your
greatest joys and hopes for the church, as well as your burdens and concerns. | “keep watch” with you as we look for what
God is doing among us today and in the future. This verse from Romans 12 provides a vision of what this might look like as this
synod lives as one body, in Christ, and as members one of another.

4PN
*3[7” ONE BODY

We become part of this one body in Christ in haly baptism as we are united with Christians across space and time. Today, you
and | are one with Christians in the Lutheran tradition in 99 countries around the world through the Lutheran World

Federation, with the other 8900 congregations of the ELCA, and the 225 congregations God planted in cities, open country, or
towns, of this synod. We are people who live by grace, yield our wisdom at the foot of the cross, and look for the light and life of
Christ among us. As we enter 2025, | give thanks for the abundance of gifts God is giving us:

* the rostered ministers who are on call 24/7/365 and unite us through the good news of the gospel every week;

congregation leaders who are welcoming, supporting, respecting, and loving the rostered ministers called to lead now.
We cannot grow pastors & deacons on trees. As Pr. Heather has said, “Our rostered ministers are not a renewable
resource. We need to nurture the pastors we have.” Inasmuch as congregations are supporting all of our pastors &
deacons, this Synod will become known on the pastors’ grapevine as a place people want to come and serve;

lay leaders who have sensed the Holy Spirit leading them to pursue theological studies and lead worship in their
congregations;

call committees working hard and persevering in a time when there far more than twice as many congregations
seeking first-call candidates as there are graduates;

congregations who are talking with their neighbors about various kinds of partnerships, and are discovering how we can
be and do more together than apart. Some are sharing youth ministries with congregations in the same school district,
and some are rotating worship schedules.

The simple reality of demographics means that there are fewer students entering college, and there will be more rostered
ministers retiring in the future. The future of our congregations will require innovations in ministries, an open heart to partner
with others, and the commitment to encourage people of any age who have the faith, temperament, and gifts to consider
ministry. | ask you to pray in public worship each week that God would “send forth laborers” for God's vineyard.

| IN CHRIST

Unlike the other organizations and groups to which we belong, the church iz only one where we are welcomed just as we are
because we are “in Christ.” Christ is our Life. And it is only because we are in Christ that people as different and unigue as the
people of our churches could come together as one. The ministries of your congregation and of our synod exist because we are
“in Christ.” Jesus’ great commandment to love God and neighbor and his command to go and make disciples provides the “why”
of our congregation ministries, that all might have life and have it abundantly.
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Churches today are discovering the importance of welcoming people not only thru our physical front door, but thru the front
door of websites, FB pages, and livestream. Today we are BOTH/AND churches that extend hospitality to people who worship- in
the room AND online.

And rather than only waiting for people to come to “us” Christ sends us so that wherever we go — work, school, wherever —
people know they are valued, accepted and loved when they meet someone from our church in the community. Thank you for
being the hands and feet and love of Christ as you do God's work with your hands. Our synod ministries exist to equip
congregations to live out this mission.

This summer and fall, the synod engaged in a listening process that included both a survey (172 responses) and small group
conversations. The purpose of the listening process was to:
* grow in direct communication with congregations
* build awareness of synod ministry
* expand the synod’s ability to equip congregations
* build solidarity between congregations.

Discussions focused on what is going well in congregations,
challenges they face, and opportunities that lie ahead. Major
themes that surfaced in both the surveys and discussions were:

» Worship/Spiritual Growth

¢ Youth and Family Engagement

e Community Outreach and Service

« Staffing

* Volunteerism

e Finances

¢ Internal Relationships

Thanks to the team that worked to plan the survey and conversations.
They will continue to share results and host gatherings
of congregations with common priorities.

PP
57 MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER

Praise God, no one is a Christian alone! We were baptized into the body of Christ. We know the truth of the words of 5t. Paul,
that “if one of us suffers, all suffer together, and if one rejoices, all rejoice together” As our culture and the church are
changing, | give thanks for the gift of the partnerships we have as an ELCA synod. These partnerships expand our impact and
include:

» colleges & seminaries, campus ministries, advocacy, tackling world hunger, and global partners like LDR & LWR;

* our Mission Developments- House of Grace in Montrose and Reborn Lao Lutheran in Waite Park, and strategic ministry
Paz y Esperanza in Willmar — powerful examples of evangelism;

* the accompaniment partnership we share with our Companion Church — the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern
Africa. This past June our Synod Assembly was blessed by the presence of Presiding Bishop Nkosinathi Myaka and
Diocesan Board Chair Mr. Mkhize. We have much to learn from our friends in the South Eastern Diocese. | ask you to
hold our global companions in prayer as they continue to proclaim the Gospel in challenging circumstances, and yet
with deep faith and always — JOY and PRAISE to God.

* our global partners of the Ev. Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land, where | was able to visit two years ago with
the Conference of Bishops. | met many of our Lutheran church members and the pastors of our 6 Lutheran
congregations who are proclaiming the Gospel in an impossible time. They are surviving with steadfastness and
persistence — “Sumud”- and most of all, ask for your prayers for the situations in which they live today.
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Numbers together

Reports tell us how our life together is going. Even though our own congregation may not feel the effects of changesin a
congregation on the other side of the synod, we are in this together “for better or worse” because we are one in Christ. | want
you to have the most recent statistical summary for congregations that comes from the annual reports you completed for 2023.

2023

Congregations 228
Congregations who completed annual reports 177
Congregations who did not send reports 51

The following summaries reflect the date those
churches that filed annual reports (Form A):

2022 2023
Baptized members: 97,689 95,600
Ave. baptized/cong. 428 419
Baptisms age 16+ 24 19
Affirmation of Faith 353 377
Transfer in 1093 971
Baptized Received 2,594 2,402
Active Participants 48,875 45,488
Ave. wkly worship on-site 12,918 14,203
Ave. wkly. worship online 9,554 10,418
Ave. att. per cong. on-site 64 70
Ave. att per cong. online 70 80

Those membership figures may reflect the changed attitudes
people place in the importance of “membership” in organizations
and specifically, in the institutional church. Yet notice how they

also represent how people are slowly emerging to attend
worship in person and online as we live out being a both/and

church — both in the room and online. Online worship is being
accomplished by many congregations with technology as
available as the phones we hold in our hands. 5t. Paul knew that
the Good news of lesus Christ is to be shared. Thank you for
proclaiming it near and far.

When the annual report information comes ta you in January,
please direct the form to those who can pitch in to complete it.
Talk with your Church Council about the trends you see,

Return the form. And then know you have helped us reach a
target of 100% responses this year! Thank you!

Generosity

Thank you for the Mission Support you shared in 2024, Although current 2024 figures won't be known until after the fiscal year
ends January 31, as we conclude December 2024, Mission Support, our primary source of revenue, again is lower than the

previous year. Why?

* Everything costs more.

* Some of our congregations’ generous givers are passing away or face high costs for care.

* The cost of health benefits continues to rise for everyone.

* There is the tendency that when faced with financial challenges, congregations choose to direct funds closer to home.
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We know there is great generosity in our congregations. Nearly 88% of our congregations have no debt. | regularly hear people
say that they don't talk about money in their church. But every congregation can talk about God's great blessings and begin in
the announcements and newsletters by:

& thanking people for their generosity,

= telling p=ople why your congregation’s ministry is important,

s sharing information about what their generosity is making possible,
= telling inspiring stories about our ministries,

s asking peaple for their generosity, and always —

s thanking for those gifts.

The Synod budget for the fiscal year ending in Jan 2026 was approved at the 2024 Synod Assembly, and we are currently
preparing the budget that will guide us through January 2027. There are many uncertainties between now and then! Like you,
we know that challenges can also lead to doing things in new ways, and we trust in God's creative Spirit as we plan for the
future. We will continue to wisely steward the resources we receive and are committed to providing care and equipping for
rostered ministers and congregations. Staff will continue to manage expenses conservatively and wisely, so that total expenses
are lower than budget.

So often, we think about church from a perspective of scarcity: we need more pastors, people, money, just MORE..... The reality
is that our God is a Giver and a Giver of abundance. As our synod statement says, “By God's grace, together we have what we
need.” And God continues to bless us — and often surprise us —in so many ways!

| am grateful for the leadership of our Synod Council, taking seriously its responsibility to be faithful stewards of our resources of
staffing, facility, and funding. | remain excited to work together with them on the Council’s commitment to “empower Christian
communities to join in God’s mission of reconciliation: listening intentionally, loving unconditionally, serving others authentically,
and faithfully healing creation.”

On a daily basis, | give thanks for the synod staff who equip and support you in being one body in Christ: Rev. Heather Culuris &
Rev. Seyward Ask — Synod Ministers, Tammy Schacher — Executive Assistant, Kristin Bakeberg — Communications Coordinator,
Maggie Berggren — Administrative Assistant, and Rev. Dr. Troy Pflibsen — Director for Evangelical Mission. They walk beside you in
ministry with wisdom and joy. + SOLI DEQ GLORIA! each day.

Thank you for the privilege of walking with you and living
as one body in Christ and members one of another as the
Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA.

+ with grace, peace, and love,

Lo Koo Bpas

Rev. Dee Pederson, D. Min
Bishop, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
74 D>,

Ll -‘ Southwestern Minnesota Synod
N7

Vy Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDING BISHOP
ELIZABETH EATON

Dwear friends in Chirist,

All around us, we see signs of God's love and ]
goodness. A person who has stepped away ce o

from church for many years steps back into a More majestic than the thunders
congragation, feeling the call of the Holy Spirit. of mighty waters, more majestic

‘Young adults feeling isolated in a digital-first

world start gathering in person in a small group, than the waves of the €4,

enjoying the warmth of a hug and a new fiiend majestic on high is the Lord!

3::""9 w;mﬁ:aﬁm: Your decrees are very sure;

gi-.-in?m nutritious food for her kids and extra holiness befits your house, O

produce to sell at the bocal market. Everywhere Lord, forevermore.™

we look, we see signs of Christ's love. In Psalm —Psaim 934-5

93, we read: “More majestic than the thunders of

mighity wabers, more majestic than the waves of -

the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! Your decrees

are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord, finandal resources, your time volunteening and

forevermore” (4-5). accompanying others, and your voices, you've
helped carry this message of God's majestic love.

God's love is a majestic thing, and it moves us Thank you, dear chunch. As we look ahead to the

to share it in word and deed. The ministries coming year, | encourage you to stand steadfast in

of our congregations, our synods and the God's promises, sure of God's kove and goodness.

ELCA churchwide organization are all working
together to share God's love with people in our _

neighborhoods, across our country and arcund i" =
the world. L‘?._AM g

1 am so grateful for you, dear church. Your The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
generosity to each of these three expressions of Presiding Bishop
the church — your congregation, your synod and Evangalical Lutheran Church in America

the churchwide organization — has bolstered the
churdh’s ability to share the message of God's love

to people who are longing for it. Through your
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2024 CLC Deacons Report

The Deacons are active beyond their monthly participation in the Council Meeting. Some
highlights of the year include the following:

o Preparations for Communion Serving including bread making, set up, serving and clearing.
We are grateful for the many others who serve in this role beyond the deacons.

e Scheduling Assisting Ministers for each worship service. Two of our faithful schedulers,
Bev Isaackson and Nancy Kremin retired this year.

o Participating in baptisms including the presentation of the Faith Chests and Baptismal Quilts
put together by the handiwork of members.

o Being listening partners for the Affirmation of Baptism students’ sharing of their Faith
Statements.

o Selecting and ordering seasonal devotionals for Advent and Lent.

e Accompanying the Milestone Ministry program with Pastor.

o Listening for the Holy Spirit to guide worship planning decisions.

If you would be willing to serve in any of the following ways listed above, please contact Pastor
Janel or one of the Deacons, Greg Golberg, Susanne Lee or Christine Wiatrowski.

2024 CLC Trustee Report

It was a busy year for updates and improvements here at Christ Lutheran Church. First off, we
would like to say thank you to everyone that has volunteered their time and energy to assist us in
any way this past year, we greatly appreciate it.

Our biggest undertaking, and ultimately our biggest accomplishment was the Church bathroom
remodel project. A lot of thought and planning was put into this project, and we couldn’t be
happier to have it completed. Many people had a hand in the completion of the job. We can’t
thank everybody by name in this report, but just know we are very appreciative and grateful for
you. Susanne Lee devoted many hours of her time, from initial planning, scheduling, demo
work, painting, to completion. C&C Custom Interiors of Marshall, MN was the contractor for
the job, and both Susanne and Pastor Janel worked with them to ensure everything was done
correctly. A good improvement to have done!

As always, there are issues that come up throughout the year that we as trustees try to prevent or
fix in a timely manner. We thank PJ for her watchful eye and communication to us to make
necessary repairs. As we move forward into this next year, we have a list of things we need to
address. Here are a few important ones:

Furnace/Air Conditioner- Some of our units are underperforming/ aging out so we will

look to update as budget allows.

Parsonage- Soffit/ Facia, Gutters, Concrete repairs

General- Elevator Modernization, Bell Tower Louvres (painting or a different design),

Ceiling Fans in the sanctuary (update all 3).

Of course, feel free to reach out to any of us with questions or concerns. We are planning to
have a cleanup day in April, and any help would be greatly appreciated. Keep an eye out in the
bulletin for the exact date and time as spring approaches.

Thanks again,
Trustees: Parry Bossuyt, Ryan Fromm, Chris Stevens
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2025 Auditor’s Report

The audit of the following accounts for the calendar year 2024 was conducted on Sunday,
January 19. There were no areas of concern found during their review of the following
accounts.

General Fund Budget and Checking Account Altar Care
Cottonwood Co-Op Account LEAF
Mission/Special Projects Account Luther League
Edward Jones Portfolio WELCA
Cemetery

Audit Committee
Chad Johnson, Chair
Chris Dahl

Zach Pringle
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2024 Financials

Altar Care Annual Financial Report - 2024

Balance on Hand 1/1/2024 $992.92
Receipts:
Memorials/Donations $0.00
Easter Flowers $450.00
WELCA Gift (from 2023) $100.00
Bank Service Charge Reversed $5.00
Total Receipts $555.00
Total Receipts and Balance $1,547.92
Disbursements:
Altar Flowers and Easter Flowers $450.00
Confirmation Flowers $70.00
Bank Service Charge $5.00
Checks/Deposit Slips $57.01
Total Disbursements $582.01
Balance on Hand 12/31/2024 $965.91
Luther League 2024 Balance
Checking Account Balance S 1,950.00
Savings Account Balance S 1,046.18
Fund Totals S 2,996.18
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Cemetery Board Report - 2024

I would like to report to the congregation concerning progress made last summer out at the
cemetery. I’m happy to report that all of the newly planted Meyer Spruce trees survived their
first initial winter!

We diligently watched as a wet spring turned into a wet early summer. Our watering detail
really didn’t commence until probably mid August, which really was appreciated by the
Cemetery Boys, especially by the golfers in the bunch! And Gary Morken! When things did
started to dry out a bit, it was decided to remove the weed barrier. Once that was removed our
end of summer goal was to have a new seeding of grass in place around the trees.

We first had to deal with about 45 stumps left behind from the old spruce trees that we had cut
and hauled away. After purchasing a stump grinder for the bobcat, and after a lot of grinding,
things were starting to shape up. So mid August, and right on through the fall we watered the
trees and waited for favorable moisture to seed the new lawn. Well, at some point it was
decided to attempt a dormant seeding, and then wait for germination this coming spring.

So when SEEDING DAY arrived we cobbled together our lineup of equipment, and after some
jerry rigging and head scratching, we got the job done. I am tickled to report that we met our
goal just ahead of freeze up, and will be anxiously awaiting the arrival of Spring! I would like
to thank the Cemetery Boys for all the hard work and dedication of summer 2024. These guys
know how to work but more importantly how to have FUN in the process!

Thank You to Zach Pringle and company on a great job maintaining the grounds! Another
Thank You to YOU the congregation for all of the monetary backing and spiritual support. We
are looking forward and remain dedicated to the task of preserving and enhancing, to the best of
our abilities, the grounds where our forefathers and mothers lie.

Best regards,
Marv Kremin
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2024 Cemetery Financial Report

Balance on hand Dec. 31, 2023 (checking)
Cemetery Fund Annual Gifts, Memorials & Burials
Total Receipts in 2024

Disbursements:

Zach Pringle- Mowing $6,450.00
Gary Marken-flag $82.00
Cottonwood Coop $600.00

Balance on hand as of Dec. 31, 2024 (checking)

Other Assets as of Dec 31, 2024:

United SW Bank CDs
Certificate Number 14098 (1.7% interest rate - maturity date 10/04/28)
Certificate Number 20931 (2.25% interest rate - maturity date 2/10/25)
ELCA Mission Investment Fund (3.698% interest rate - maturity date 9/30/30)

Cottonwood Co-op Savings as of Dec 31, 2024:
Beginning Balance
Interest Earned

Ending Balance

Total of Christ Lutheran Cemetery Assets of as 12/31/2024
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$21,201.05

$7,569.66

$7,132.00

$21,638.71

$1,000.00
$5,000.00
$9,650.12

$7,984.59
$100.93
$8,085.52

$45,374.35



“Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,

C I O ed gentleness and patience” - Colossians 3:12
N Supported by Christ Lutheran Church in Cottonwood, Minnesota
2024 Annual Report
Clothed With Love

Members in 2024: Victoria Praus (Chair), Krista Listul, Brenda Hoehne, Tracy Sterner, Haleigh
Alm, Nicole Brusven, and Dana Davis

We are very grateful for the volunteer hours of many to help sort out the abundance of clothing
we continue to receive.

We were blessed with several large donations during 2024. The Marshall Amateur Hockey
Association hosted their Hometown Hockey Heroes event raising over $500 in donations and
collecting clothing for Clothed with Love. Shooters Sporting Clays also sponsored a Trigger
Fingers for Feet Sock Drive collecting a large box of socks for us.

In 2024, Clothed with Love helped 50+ families by providing them with clothing needs. We
distributed 1300+ articles of clothing to 100+ children. These articles of clothing are things like
packages of socks, packages of underwear, shoes, shirts, pants, pajamas, coats, boots, hats,
gloves, and snow pants.

Clothed with Love would like to thank the congregation for its generous donations! We look
forward to blessing people in 2025!

2024 LEAF COMMITTEE REPORT

The LEAF committee did not meet this spring as there were no responses received after sending
out emails to seniors. Earlier this year, Christine Wiatrowski’s term was done and she moved to
be a church deacon, and at the 2024 Annual Meeting Carol Bossuyt was elected to the commit-
tee.

On August 19, 2024, the LEAF committee sent a check to the Wartburg Theological Seminary
college for Kit Mackenzie.

The LEAF committee is grateful for the original memorial funds established years ago to finan-
cially assist students attending church colleges and seminaries. Only the interest earned from
these funds is used to assist students. We encourage you to keep the LEAF Fund in mind for
gifts and memorials to support this local mission for our own congregation members. The stu-
dents that received financial scholarships in 2024 will be listed in the financial report.

Submitted by
Ginny Bossuyt, Gina Huso and Carol Bossuyt

36




2024 LEAF Financial Report
Committee Members: Ginny Bossuyt, Gina Huso, Carol Bossuyt

Funds on Deposit 1/1/2024:

David L oe Mem onal Fund $ 3.518.59
Daniel Lange Memorial Fund 1.024.29
Robert Olson Memorial Fund 4,937.88
Gullick-A am odt Mem onal Fund 2.181.73
Seminary Student Fund 699.20
Kan and Iver Sather Memornal Fund 10.242.88
Checking Account Balance 1.116.39
Savings Account Balance 1.511.65
Balance on Hand 1/1/2024 $25,232.61
Receipts:

Interest on Mem orial Funds 449.92
Memonials and Gifts 100.00
Interest on Savings Account 3.51
Return service charges on Checking Account 0.00
Total Receipts $553.43
Total Balance and Receipts $25,786.04
Disbursem ents:

Wartburg Theological Semmary — Kit Mackenzie 250.00
Total Disbursements $250.00
Funds on Deposit 12/31/2024

David L oe Mem ornial Fund 3.518.59
Daniel Lange Mem orial Fund 1.024.29
Robert Olson Memorial Fund 4.937.88
Gullick-Aamodt Memonal Fund 2.181.73
Seminary Student Fund 699.20
Kan and Iver Sather Memonal Fund 10.242.88
Checking Account Balance 1.316.31
Savings Account Balance 1.515.16
Balanceon Hand 12/31/2024 $25.436.04
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Estate Funds at Cottonwood Co-op Account 2024
Opening Balance
Receipts:

Co-op Interest/Deposits:

Disbursements:

Deposited into
Edward Jones Closed AccountOn July 31, 2024*

Total Disbursements:

Balance December 31, 2024

$11,310.69

$59.01

$11,369.70

$11,369.70

$0

*In order to receive additional interest, this account was closed the end of July 2024 to move into

the Edward Jones Portfolio.

Designated Donations YTD

Online Giving for Missionary $16,880.00
SW MN ELCA Mission Support $1,297.00
World Hunger $4,001.46
Mission Outreach $2,701.00
Total Designated Receipts $24,879.46

Edward Jones Portfolio for Christ Lutheran Church

Summary of Portico Activity 01/01/2024-12/31/2024

Market Value 01/01/2024
Distributions:
Bathroom Remodel
Quarterly Missionary Withdrawals (51500/quarter)

2024 Net Account Earnings

Market Value 12/31/2024**

$355,544.26

$30,000

$6,000

$25,420.86

$344,965.12

**The Edward Jones account now includes 3 accounts in different fund portfolios. The
Cottonwood Co-Op account listed above is a separate account within the fund.

38




Balance Sheet 2024

ASSETS
Checking/Savings

1-Checking $ 37,737.11
2-Missionary/Special Projects $ 78,525.34
Bathroom Remodel 2024 $ 2,597.26
Capital Improvement/Undesignated $ 4,875.18
Care Fund $ 431.05
Childrens Activity Bags $ 160.00
Clothed in Love $ 4,846.40
Cottonwood Food Pantry $ 18,645.85

Fair Trade Coffee $ -
Interest $ 361.07
Making Disciples/Milestone Ministries $ 10,915.62
Memorial Misc. $ 10,805.22
Missionary Fund $ 11,238.88
P. A. System $ 1,478.95
Parsonage Fund $ 878.58
Prayer Garden $ 267.32
Sunday School $ 3,568.75
Technology Fund $ 2,455.21
Youth Leader Fund $ 5,000.00
5-ELCA Endowment Fund (As of 11/30/2024) $ 34,246.69
6-Petty Cash $ 25.00
7-Edward Jones Investments $344,965.12
Total Current Assets $495,499.26
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2024 Budget Performance

2024 Budget Actuals

2024 Annual Budget

Giving:
Envelope Offering $ 186,404.05 [ $ 193,323.00
Loose Offering $ 7,874.35 |$ 3,000.00
Total Income $ 197,703.40 | $ 196,323.00
Expenses:
Insurance (Building) $ 9,957.70 |$ 8,500.00
Maintenance/lImprovements |$ 9,321.83 |$ 6,000.00
Utilities $ 16,125.03 | $ 21,000.00
Funds Pay to -*0244 $ 500.00 |$ 500.00
Conv. & Conf. Expense $ 958.92 |$ 1,500.00
Parsonage Repairs $ 5322 [$ 1,000.00
Parsonage Utilities $ 410588 |$ 5,000.00
Pastors' Auto Expense $ 1,827.84 |$ 1,550.00
Pastors' Book and Ed Fund |$ 156.84 |[$ 1,250.00
Pastors' Pension/Insurance |$ 23,220.88 [$ 23,690.00
Salaries $ 99,675.62 |$ 104,133.00
Soc. Sec./Taxes/WM Comp.
Ins. $ 4,070.40 |$ 4,500.00
Supply Pastors $ 1,527.88 |$ 1,400.00
SW MN Synod ELCA $ 5,400.04 |$ 5,000.00
Office and Worship Sup-
plies $ 6,857.15 |[$ 6,300.00
Parish Education $ 30895 |$ 1,000.00
Printing and Postage $ 4,256.86 | $ 4,000.00
Total Expenses $ 188,525.07 | $ 196,323.00
Net Giving $ 7,797.93
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Proposed Budget for 2025

¥

2025 Proposed

Budget
Income
Envelope Offering $ 198,320.00
Loose Offering $ 3,000.00
Total Income $ 201,320.00
Expense
Insurance (Building) $ 10,000.00
Maintenance/Improvements $ 6,000.00
Utilities $ 20,000.00
Funds Pay to -*0244 $ 500.00
Conv. & Conf. Expense $ 1,500.00
Parsonage Repairs $ 1,000.00
Parsonage Utilities $ 5,000.00
Pastors' Auto Expense $ 1,550.00
Pastors' Book and Ed Fund $ 1,250.00
Pastors' Pension/Insurance $ 23,000.00
Salaries $ 108,120.00
Soc. Sec./Taxes/WM Comp. Ins. |$ 4,500.00
Supply Pastors $ 1,400.00
SW MN Synod ELCA $ 5,500.00
Office and Worship Supplies $ 6,500.00
Parish Education $ 1,000.00
Printing and Postage $ 4,500.00
Total Expense $ 201,320.00
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Congregational Leader NOMINEES for 2025

Names in bold print are to be voted upon

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS LEAF COMMOITTEE
(I yr. term, 3 term limit) (3 members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
President: Amy Jo Remmele [2™ term] Gina Huso 1st term [ends 2026]
Vice Pres.: Dale Louwagie [2™ term] Carol Bossuyt 1st term [ends 2027]
Secretary: Brenda Brusven gl“ term] Erik Lundberg 1st term [ends 2028]
Treasurer: Lyle Johnson [3"™ term] Stephanie Lundberg 1st term [ends 2028]
BOARD OF DEACONS CEMETERY COMMITTEE
(3 yr. term, 2 term limit) (5 members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit)
Susanne Lee 1st Term [ends 2026] Jeff Varpness 1st term [ends 2026]
Christine Wiatrowski 1st term [ends 2027] Roger Breyfogle 1st term (ends 2027)
Greg Golberg 1st term [ends 2028] Kelvin Listul 2nd term [ends 2027)
Parry Bossuyt 1st term [ends 2027]
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Zach Pringle 1st term [ends 2028]
(3 yr. term; 2 term limit) Advisory: Marvin Kremin
Ryan Fromm Ist term [ends 2026]
Parry Bossuyt 1st term [ends 2027] CHRIST CARE TEAM
Chris Stevens 1st term [ends 2028] (3 members) (3 yr. term; no term limits)
Jean Fragodt [ends 2026]
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE Allie Enga [ends 2027]
(3 yr. term; 2 term limit) Barb Crouse [ends 2028]
Kendra Johnson 1* term [ends 2026] Deacon Rep
Stephanie Neuman 1 yr term [ends 2026]
Katie Fragodt Ist term [ends 2027] CLOTHED WITH LOVE
2 yr term [ends 2027] (6 members) (3 yr. term; no term limits)
Kayla Fromm 2nd term [ends 2028] Dana Davis [ends 2026]
Lauren Braun 1* term [ends 2028] Brenda Hoehne [ends 2026]
Deacon Rep Krista Listul [ends 2027]
Victoria Praus [ends 2027]
MISSION OUTREACH COMMITTEE Haleigh Alm [ends 2028]
(3 elected members) (3 yr. term; 2 term limit) Nicole Brusven [ends 2028]
Carolyn Olson 2nd term [ends 2026]
Jonathan Olson 1st term [ends 2027] NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Kari Wee 1st term [ends 2028] (4 members) (2 yr. term, 1 term limir)
Deacon Rep Kathy Erickson [ends 2026]
Roger Breyfogle [ends 2026]
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE Marvin Kremin [ends 2026]
(3 elect. members) (3 yr. terms; no term limit) Chris Dahl [ends 2027]
Julie Gregoire [ends 2026] Cong. President — Advisory Member Only
Chad Johnson [ends 2027]
Jon Myrvik [ends 2028] SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Cong. Vice President VOTING MEMBERS:

June 6-7 at Gustavus Adolphus College or
Hybrid (in person or online)
(2 members)

VACANT

VACANT
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Our Website: www.christcottonwood.org

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church Cottonwood MN

Mailing Address: Physical location:

PO Box 166, Cottonwood, MN 56229 126 Front Street
(corner of Front

Phone Numbers: Street and North

Office: 507-423-5100 First Street, on Lake

Kitchen/Elevator: 507-992-0028 Cottonwood)

Staff:

Janel Kuester, Pastor Office 507 423 5100; cell 651 726 4003;
email: pstrjanel@gmail.com Parsonage address: 120 W. 5th St. N.

Marian Kalass, Office Assistant Office 507 423 5100; cell 507 828 5931
email: christlutheran@christcotton.com

Angie Thostenson, Accounting Assistant, cell 507 766 0909
email angie03465@gmail.com

Jon & Jeannette Myrvik, Custodians, cell Jon 507 828 2401 cell Jeannette 507 828 2407
emails: jjmyrvik@icloud.com and jonmyrvik@charter.net

SW MN Synod Website: www.swmnelca.org; Telephone 507 637 3904
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